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I am an adventure-seeker by 


nature. I invite challenge and 


conquest, yet my depth is what 


reels in the daring. I am the 


fruitful waters of México, 


filled with phenomenal fishing. 
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Come explore my abundant bays 


and seas—from Los Cabos, the 


marlin capital of the world, to 


the globe’s finest deep-sea fishing 





in Mazatldn. Your catch will be as 


plentiful as your memories. 
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I have many states of mind. My adventurous side leads to lush rain forests. Spectacular 
beaches beckon my playful attitude, with crystalline waters that are clearly invigorating. I will entice you with delicious dishes, and when 


excitement stirs, my nights dance until dawn. I am México. 


For more information, call 800-44-MEXICO or log onto www.visitmexico.com. 
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AMENITIES & FEATURES: 


® Evening turndown bed service 

® Morning coffee service to your cabin 

® Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 

® Hair dryers (except Sea & Antares) 

© Gourmet dining with morning & afternoon snacks 

® Fresh room towels daily & towels after every dive 

® Dive platform assistance 

© Daily E-6 processing 

© 24-hour a day service from our 
professional crew 

® Air conditioning throughout staterooms and 
all common areas (Antares - staterooms only} 

® Private ensuite bathrooms 

® Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star} 

® Audio/video entertainment centers 

® Photo and video labs with light & work tables 

*® Open air sundecks w/covered areas 

*® Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 

® Rigid deco bars (except Sun Il & Antares) 

© Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 

PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 

e Airport transfers 

e Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 

@ Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 

© Up to four or five dives daily 

© Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt 


©2001. Peter Hughes. Ail fights teserved Photography Credits: S. Frink, T. Peluso, R. Ferguson 


If you're impressed with our amenities, 


Pup just wait till you see our prices! 
Wing 
INC. 


5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 
Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ® Fax: 305-669-9475 


1-800-9-DANCER 
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Remembering the victims e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
of Hurricane ris 
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Check-out our Internet Site at: 
www.peterhughes.com 
for periodic specials! 
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DEFYING GRAVITY 

RYAN ALLEN & TY SAWYER decode the 
intricacies of 14 BCs aimed at helping 
you attain zero-G. 


TO LIVE & DIVE IN KWAJ 

In the military protected waters off the 
Kwajalein Atoll, it’s not what you know, but 
who. JONATHAN BIRD scores a connection, 
grabs his rebreather and slips in. 


AWAKE IN THE DREAMTIME 

“Pinch me, | must be dreaming,” says Ty 
SAWYER, visiting Australia’s 1,200-mile- 
long Great Barrier Reef...or maybe he just 
Said, “Pinch me.” 


ANYTHING BUT ORDINARY 

ETHAN GORDON stows away on a live- 
aboard traveling through the Seychelles’ 
otherworldly waters, on a quest to reach 
the fabled Aldabra. 


ON THE EDGE OF THE STREAM 

Quick to slip through MARTY SNYDERMAN’s 
viewfinder, Key Largo’s toothy barracudas 
are only the beginning of a long list of 
must-see encounters off this coastline. 


BAY ISLANDS DIVE GUIDE 

In his search for an island to purchase 
using his stockpile of frequent flyer miles, 
FRED GARTH places a bid on the Bay Islands. 


SHOOTING WITH THE STARS 

Guy MILLER pumps up the press on 

Skin Divers first annual Kona Classic 
Underwater Photography and Art Festival. 


© Skin Diver's World Dive Atlas « Check out the Kona Classic Event 


© Copyright 2002 by PRIMEDIA Specialty Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PRINTED IN THE USA. 
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ABOUT THE COVER: 

A Bottlenose Dolphin’s salute to a radiant sunset near 
Anthony's Key Resort, off Roatan, Honduras. 

Photo: Brandon D. Cole 


Background photo: 
An Eagle Ray shadowed by a Remora in the Seychelles. 
Photo: Ethan Gordon 














BAY ISLANDS el been pretty much — 
everywhere . 
S40 


there 
go, Fred 
Garth has 
reasons to 
keep return- 
ing to the 
Bay Islands: West End, Mary's Place, Whale 


sharks, dolphin encounters, red rope sponges . =.= 
that “turn him on” and ice-cold Salva Vida =” 


(translation: Life Saver) beer to wash it all 
down with. Take a sip...(page 62). 


KEY LARGO Some of the best diving is in our 
own — back- 


can prove it. 
Accompa- 
nied by a 
Discovery 
Channel film 
crew, Marty Snyderman became close friends 
with the barracuda that slip and streak through 


opmhe  Mream 





the Atlantic off Key Largo. They led him on - 
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yard and we © 


explorations of the City of Washington, Duane: 


and Bibb, and introduced him to the jacks, 
spadefish and Jewfish that reside there. Can you 
come out and play? (page 58) 


GREAT BARRIER REEF Imagine visiting the . 


GBR in search 
of the per- 
fect... sarong? 
Editor Ty 
Sawyers jaw 


fins when a 
few of his group decided that's just what they 
came for. Taking hold of other dumfounded 


- divers, our trusty leader giant-strided into a sea 
of rays, wrasse and /ridacna, and visions of . 


Sarongs quickly disappeared from their furrowed 
brows (page 44). 


KWAJALEIN To get beyond the velvet rope of 
Kwajalein, travel writer Jonathan Bird got the 
nod to film just what it is about Kwaj that has 
everyone learning the secret handshake: ship- 
wrecks and downed planes galore. And don't 


dropped to his ° 


forget 
Elvis... he 
lives there. 
Sites like 
these beg to 
be dived but 
are protected by the U.S. Army, a daunting 
doorman that would make any bar hopping 
groupie quiver in her go-go boots (page 38), 








SEYCHELLES Ethan Gordon is like Indiana 
Jones, born 
for adven- 
ture. Trudg- 
Haven talaeyereie 
uninhabited 
jungles, 
encounter- 
ing 200-pound land tortoises and fruit bats the 
size of alley cats are the “stuff” of life for Ethan. 
Its even better when the “stuff” is wet. During 


Berrrhing ur 
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the day, Black-tipped Reef Sharks, wild dol- 
phins and Manta Rays soaked his brain, while 
Atlantic waters sang him to sleep in the 
’ evening. Grab your hat, Indie (page 48). 

















JONATHAN BIRD’s recent 
work on the Kwajalein Atoll 
represents the first time he has 
ever worked on a film exclusive- 
ly about wrecks rather than ma- 
rine life. “I’ve never been much 
of a wreck diver,” Jonathan said. “But I 
got addicted to squeezing through 
narrow doorways and getting my wet- 
suit covered in rust on this project. 
Dirty elbows became a badge of honor 
among the film crew!” The addiction 
stuck——on the way back from Kwajalein, 
Jonathan and his wife Christine took a 
side trip to Truk to unwind with another 
week of wreck diving. ** 
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ETHAN GORDON anchored his 
dingy in only a foot of water to photo- 
graph the ever present Blacktip Shark 
population at Aldabra. “Once the 
sharks saw the bait, they bit at any- 
thing,” he said. “Including my camera 
housing, which now bears the scars of 
several attempts.” Ethan reported that 
by the end of the photo shoot, there 
were “hundreds” of sharks around. 
“But we were patient,” he said. “Wisely, 
we waited a little while before getting 
out of the dingy.” 
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AMP He Col IN DING VACATON®! 


Port Bonaire 


Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire’s Western Shore within minutes 
of the airport and town. 26 stylish apartments overlook lush 
gardens and a private swimming pool. Share amenities with the nearby Plaza 
Resort Bonaire or simply relax at your exclusive home away from heme. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazavillas.com 
Website: www.plazavillas.com 
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Plaza Resort Bonaire 


Dive into luxury! Bonaire's premier luxury oceanfront resort with 200 
spacious suites and villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars, PADI ***** Gold Palm Resort 
and NAUI/IDD ***#** Dive Center (with Nitrox, TEC/REC, SASSY), photo and 
video shop, casino, spa and fitness center, tennis, pool, watersports, boat, car 
and scooter rental, activities desk, Aquakids, conference center and more! 
Great shore diving from our beach & pier 24 hours @ day, 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazaresortbonalre.com 
Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 
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R/T from Miami, 8 days/7 nights, jr. Sulte, 6 Days, 1 Tenk, Untimited Shore Diving Airpé ptt Transfers, 


Hotel Taxes & Service Charges 


RUSTRATLIA® 


BEST DIVING 


Wii MIKE BALL 


“See 30 sharks within arm’s reach at Scuba Zoo; dive the historic Yongala 
Wreck and see a spectacular concentration of marine life. Dive bottomless 
walls and towering pinnacles. Relax and enjoy exceptional meals, comfort and 
privacy aboard Spoilsport-one of the world’s finest liveaboard experiences.” 


CALL US NOW! 


MIKE BALL 


U.S. office hours : 
Noon-9 pm PST, 3pm - midnight EST 


usa@mikeball.com 
www.mikeball.com 


—Mike Ball 


Mike Bail 
Dive Expeditions 
sae ae 
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EDITORIAL 


History of Water 


I ONCE READ THAT THE WATER THAT CURRENTLY EXISTS ON THIS PLANET IS THE SAME 
amount, and even the very same water, that existed hundreds of millions of years ago. The 
water that makes us up, that quenches the thirst of someone on the other side of the world, that 
lies frozen at the two poles or accumulates in clouds, has been recycled around the globe, in 
various forms, for eons. 

From a philosophical point of view this means we are all connected to almost everything that 
exists—heck, even rocks have some moisture. From a diver’s point of view, this means that the 
waters that flow though the Gulf Stream and brush against Key Largo may be the very same 
waters that once filtered over Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. The Seychelles and the Bay Islands 
of Honduras are secret brethren in the waters just off the beach. And the ghostly blue that sur- 
rounds the numerous WW II plane wrecks off Kwajalein may at one time have been droplets on 
leaves in the amazon rain forest. 

Does this mean all diving is the same? 
Of course not. The corals, sponges, 
marine life and submerged structures 
define the essence and experience of a 
place. On the other hand, whatever it is 
that drives each of us to giant stride off 


The Secret 





the side of a boat, descend over a reef and, for a too short a period of time, try to connect to 
the liquid realm is probably universally coded in our genes. 

Which 1s why our contributors this month have ventured near and far to sample the waters 
of the world. To connect and experience. It’s why writer Fred Garth’s latest jaunt through the 
Bay Islands elicits a similar feeling of euphoria to photographer Ethan Gordon’s visit to 
Aldabra in the Seychelles, even though the two destinations are more than a few time zones 
apart. And, why a grizzled old been-everywhere diver like our Field Editor Marty Snyderman 
can go to Key Largo and come home as surprised and dazzled as Jonathan Bird did from 
Kwajalein’s forbidden, military protected waters. 

On my recent trip to Queensland, Australia, I heard the Tjapukai creations myths. The abo- 
riginals believe their Story Waters link the past with the present. For them, water is central to 
their creation. And, if all the water that has ever existed is indeed present today, it probably has 
much to do with our creation, too. Which, at least for divers, explains a lot. 


TY SAWYER, EDITOR 
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This red box contains the only dive equipment in the world 
that turns 
ordinary recreational dives 
into extraordinary recreational dives! 


Still diving color blind? 
Log on to aquacolormask.com 


Entire Aquacolor’® Story; 
Dealer Near You; Dealer Site 


ae Aquacolor® products are made in America. OA ues 
- Support the American economy! Call your favorite dive shop today for your own Aquacolor® fogless mask. 
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De _ Aquacolor® Dealer Near You: 800-274-0424 
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700 Islands, 2 Oceans, Thousands of Dive Sites... 





Discover Our Diversity | 


at www.bahamasdiving.co 
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Only Minutes From Miami! 





Need Information Now? Visit BahamasDiving.com To See Our Complete On-Line Dive Guide, Read What 


Others Say About The Bahamas, or Request a FREE Diving CD-ROM or Dive Guide! 
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ABACD 
Brendal’s Dive Center International 


800-780-9941 


SAN SALVADOR 


Riding Rock Resort 


800-272-1492 
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Bahama Divers 


800-398-DIVE 
Ph: 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, 
Blue Hole, Wrecks, 
Reefs, Night Dive. Dive Shop: Full Line—-US Divers, 
Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals 

PADI 4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 
bahdiver@coralwave.com ¢ bahamadivers.com 





Dive Abaco 


242-367-2787 
800-247-5338 
Fax: 242-367-4779 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 
1978! Full service dive 
center/boutiques at Abaco Beach 
and Conch Inn Resorts. SCUBA and snorkel protected 
preserves! Magnificant marine life, reefs, tunnels, cav- 
erns, night, shark and wreck dives. Uncrowded diving. 
dive@diveabaco.com ¢ www.diveabaco.com 





UNEXSO 


800-992-DIVE (3483) 
954-351-9889 


Visit the all new UNEXSO 
New Facilities and amenities 
New 1350 room $400M 

Our Lucaya Beach and Golf Resort adjacent to UNEXSO 
New jet air service to Grand Bahama Island 

from 25 gateway citles 

Exciting Dolphin, Shark, Wreck & Reef Dives 
Shopping and Kodak film processing center 
unexso.com 


Riding Rock Inn 
800-272-1492 


Riding Rock Inn Resort & 
Marina * San Salvador 
Island, Bahamas* Miles of 
Wall Diving. Three boat 
dives a day. Beautiful Oceanfront Rooms. 50 plus 
Sights. Unparalleled Visibility. 

U-W Photo/Video Center. Call today. 
info@ridingrock.com © www.ridingrock.com 


Stella Maris Resort Club, 
Long Island, Bahamas 


Stelln Marts 






Dive Abaco Ltd. 800-247-5336 GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT 800-426-0466 boy 
Froggies Out Island Adventures Ltd. 242-366-0024 Grand Bahama Scuba 242-373-6775 954-359-8238 N 
Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures 800-513-5257 Sunn Odyssey Divers 242-373-4014 ; 

ANDROS UNEXSO (Underwater Explorers Society) 800-992-DIVE reid Ca mennanua 

Seascape Inn 242-369-0342 Xanadu Undersea Adventures 800-327-8150 tm i deabett Shas Hole 

Lal isteaers ncaa iat sie a lab 800-398-DIVE Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Bill & Nowdla Keefe's Bimini Undersea 800-348-4644 Custom Aquatics Ltd. 242-362-1492 de ne Lapeer alg ie hte uae and 
Scuba Bimini 800-848-4073 Dive Dive Dive 800-368-3483 Be a ae ge ehirpmere or te! dikekd ing, 

CAT ISLAND Diver's Haven 242-393-0869 sal aye . nat : are; «HARARE 
Greenwood Dive Center & Resort 242-342-3053 Nassau Scuba Centre 888-962-7728 smrc@stellamarisresort.com ¢ stellamarisresort.com 
ELEUTHERA/HARBOUR ISLAND Stuart Cove's Dive Bahamas 888-788-2683 

Valentines Dive Center 242-333-2080 DIVE LIVEABOARDS 

EXUMA Aqua Cat Cruises 888-327-9600 ; : 

Exuma Dive Center & Watersports 800-874-7213 _Blackbeard's Cruises eoo-327-9600 | Valentines Dive Center, 

Exuma Scuba Adventures 800-525-2210 Bottom Time Adventures 800-234-8464 Harbour Island, 

Peace & Plenty 800-525-2210 Cat Ppalu Cruises 800-327-9600 Bahamas 


LONG ISLAND 
Stella Maris Inn 
Cape Santa Maria Beach Resort 


800-426-0466 
800-663-7090 


Want more Info? Visit www.BahamasDiving.com 


Nekton Diving Cruises 
Ocean Explorer, Inc. 

Sea Dragon 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises 


800-899-6753 
800-338-9383 
954-522-0161 
800-443-3837 





877-211-7617 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to 
pristine coral reefs, walls, 
grottos and drift dives. PADI 
dive courses, snorkeling, boat charters and 
watersports. Great hotel and dive packages. 
World’s best beaches. 
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URAeCAGS CIDS SEA CAMP & FAMILY 
FUN ‘EEK 20029 


IF YOU MISSED THE FIRST ONE, 
here’s your chance to catch up. 
The second annual Kids Sea 


GERI MURPHY; NG COVER 


(TIMELINE) SD COVER: 


Wonderland—as well as some of 
the best shore diving in the region. 


Aquarium. The aquarium holds 
54 touch tanks and two pools, con- 


FREEFLOW 


EDITED BY TIFFANY H. 


Camp and Family Fun Weeks are 
scheduled for June 29 to July 6 
and July 6 to July 13, 2002. 
Brought to divers by the Curacao 
Tourist Board, Ocean Encounters 
& Peter Hughes Diving, the 
Curacgao Sea Aquarium, Lions 
Dive Hotel, Marine Awareness 
Center and Caribbean Adven- 
tures, the 2002 event is likely to 
match last year’s excitement and 
then some. 

Kids will enjoy a fun-filled week 
of Sea Camp at the Curacao Sea 


taining over 400 species collected 
from Curagao’s rich underwater 
habitat. Here, kids learn all about 
the inhabitants of the island’s reef 
system and see them up close. 
They learn to snorkel and SASY 
in the Sea Aquarium Animal 
Encounter tank. 

While the kids are becoming 
marine gurus, adults can check out 
the Caribbean’s top dive destina- 
tions. With two boat dives daily, 
divers can explore walls, wrecks, 
reefs and dive sites such as the Car 
Pile, Mushroom Forest, Alice in 


A night dive is also sure to keep 
mom and dad busy, while kids enjoy 
an evening pizza and movie party. 
On land, everyone can relax on 
one of Curacao’s beautiful beaches, 
visit one of many world-famous 
heritage museums, go shopping in 
picturesque Willemstad, enjoy the 
floating market or explore some 
enchanting nightlife. 
For more information, call the (800) 


SCURACAO or visit wwm.curacao 
tourism.com. 


(WRECKS) BILL HARRIGAN 


(SEA CAMP) COURTESY BOB SOTO’S DIVING. OPPOSITE 


PHOTOS 
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Ft. Lauderdale s 


DIVERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
have discovered that Greater Fort 
Lauderdale is host to some of the coun- 
try’s best natural and man-made 
wrecks. Along with its 23 miles of sugar 
sand beaches, Greater Fort Lauderdale 
is a crown jewel of southern wreck div- 
ing. A three-tiered reef system starts in 
just 20 feet of water and, in some places, 
is just 100 yards from the shore. It’s a 
fantastic environment to place an 
incredible variety of wrecks. 

More than 80 artificial reefs have 
been created through a carefully devel- 
oped program designed to enhance the 


THE TRAVEL ADVISORY FOR FIJI HAS 
officially been removed from the 
State Department website. Travel to 
Fiji is once again safe in the eyes of 
the government. 

With the recent elections and a 
newly formed government, this change 
in status should, once and for all, dispel 

| ‘hesitation American travel- 

might have had 

rding the safety of 

iting the friendly 
jon of Fiji. 

or more information 
| Fyi, visit www.cast 


ayfyt.com. 
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ck Wonderland 


growth of marine animal and plant life 


in the region. In recent years, artificial 
reefs have been set in place by sinking 
everything from a 435-foot freighter to a 
94-foot DC-4 airplane, to create a 
diver’s wonderland of exploration, as 
well as attract an abundance of fish for 
anglers. Hundreds of species of marine 
life call these wrecks their homes. 

Some of Greater Fort Lauderdale’s 
top wrecks include Sea Empress/ Aqua 
Zoo, Tenneco Towers’ Submerged Oil 
Rigs, Captain Dan, fay Scutti, Hog 
Heaven, Guy Harvey, fim Aitria, 
Mercedes, Union Express, Qualmann 
Tugboats and Rodeo 25. 

A great resource to the area is a new 
20-minute scuba diving video,“The 
Wrecks and Reefs of Greater Fort 
Lauderdale,” produced by George 
Monteiro of Sea-Cam, dedicated to the 
diving in Greater Fort Lauderdale, and 
available (free of charge) by calling the 
Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. Divers will be 
amazed at the footage of Greater Fort 
Lauderdale’s underwater treasures. A 
free, interactive companion CD-Rom is 
also available. = 





For more information, contact the Greater 
Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at (800) 22-SUNNY, or visit the 


website at www.sunny.org. 


Mercedes. . am 


Jim Atria. 




















To Spear or Not to Spear 
I enjoy receiving Skin Diver magazine with my 
: DAN coverage. However, I am occasionally disturbed 
: by articles that appear to ee cOnrase or - condone 
_ spearfishing. © 
| The sport of scuba has enjoyed incredible Lee 
and development, not just in terms of numbers of 
divers, but also in the growth of divers’ awareness of 
| the environment. It cannot be disputed that protecting 
_ the underwater environment is absolutely crucial for 
the continued well-being of the sport. | 
As a frequent diver, I have been able to compare 
ar + firsthand the damage and destruc- 
J tion to aquatic and reef environ- 
-ments due to overfishing. The fish 
populations in poorer countries are 
severely depressed due to spearfish- 
ing or fishing with poisons or 


en Tes 





nations, which would benefit the 


ble attracting divers to their over- 
fished reefs. The “untouched” reefs 
of Grenada in the West Indies fea- 
ture beautiful corals and wrecks, 
but a complete lack of the large, 


Ts The oe does not contribute to the econo- 


sweatshops of the Sea 

I would like to comment on the recent article, “Bay 
Islands Blitz” in the September 2001 issue of Skin Diver. 

In a small sidebar to the article, the author mentions 
how there are three chambers within the Bay Islands, 
and that this is great for sport divers. He also mentions, 
that it is the by-product of lobster divers “regularly 
violating every diving table ever written in pursuit of 
the spiny bugs.” What the author fails to mention 
is that these men are forced to dive deep since 
the shallows have 
been harvested 
of lobsters, and 
that in protected 
areas (where 
sport divers dive) 
no lobsters can be 
taken. They also 
don’t know what 
dive tables are. These divers are trying to feed their fam- 
ilies in a poor country, and are being taken advantage of 
by business owners concerned with making a profit. 

What 1s the difference between this practice and that 
of clothing sweatshops? 


BAY ISLAN DS BLITZs 
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Readers —— 


explosives. As a result, the poorest 


most from dive tourism, have trou- 


| colorful parrotfish common to other reefs in the area. 






















my as moc: as a diver on vacation. _ es 

Iam disturbed that Marty pial on n page 21 of 
the November [2001] issue, 
pleas with California divers 
not to spear Giant Sea Bass, 
while at the same time, saying 
that “Spearfishing is a 
respectable sport...” I would 
argue that spearfishing is not _ 
respectable, but despicable. 

I thoroughly enjoyed your 50th Anniversary Issue. Ii 
would love to ask the “old timers” in their rubber | 
masks and homemade spear guns, holding up a huge | 
grouper, “Do you see ’em that big any more?” o 


—Drew Thompson, Waainges pe 


In weceniae | 
I believe that responsible spearfishing is an honoree | 
activity. I believe that irresponsible spearfishing is despi- 
cable and immoral. Skilled, respectful spearfishermen do | 
not shoot at “anything with gills.” They target specific ie} 
species and animals in specific size ranges so that they can | 
be sure they can kill, not injure, their quarry. If they 
don’t get onto the right fish or have a great shot, ‘they pa 
I think we should protect species that need protection, a 
I think those who want to continue to use Earth’s aa te 
in a responsible manner should do so. ie 


_—Field Editor ‘Marty Sr ydern 


The sidebar pointed out that Red Lobster restau- 
rants have a direct “link” to these lobsters, the 
awareness of which will cause me (and hopefully others 
that feel as I do) to boycott these restaurants until they 
find other sources. 

Keep up the good work, and hopefully it will reach the 
Bay Islands’ lobster divers, too. 

—Richard J. Sarli, via e-mail 


No Welcoming Committee 
in West Caicos 

I just received my October 2001 issue of Skin Diver, 
and was reading the Dive Atlas of the World. On page 
69, in the Tropical Atlantic section, there is a mistake 
about the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

It says that there are shore-based operations on West 
Caicos Island. I have spent two weeks in Providenciales 
for two years in a row, and I can tell you that as of May 
this year [2001] there were no dive operations on West 
Caicos. There are dive operations from Providenciales 
that go there, but the island of West Caicos is unin- 
habited. There is some very beautiful diving there, 
perhaps some of the best. 

—Robert Hunter, via e-mail ~* 





DIVERS ALERT NETWORK (DAN®) — 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 


DAN members receive 


exclusive dive & travel benefits. 


AMAA IN clictclciadatsi ii cela erelae, 


To join today, call 1-877-593-0629 | 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 
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ENVIRONMENT 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
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TALK TO ANY LONG-TIME DIVER ABOUT HIS OR HER 
favorite site, and you will hear the same refrain: “It’s 
good today, but you should have seen it 20 years ago!” 

Then the veteran will launch into a description 
of the many and varied fish species that have grown 
scarce in the last couple of decades. With a shake of 
the head and a resigned sigh, he or she will con- 
clude that it’s a shame, and that something should 
be done about it. 

We often talk of doing something about the decline 
of fish. That “something” must obviously involve 
reducing what is called “fishing effort,” a shorthand 
calculation for the number of vessels, hours at sea 
and size of catch. 

Until now, most fisheries management efforts have 
concentrated on setting quotas on individual species, 
restricting the season and experimenting with new 
gear types that will hopefully 
minimize the catch of non- 
targeted species or bycatch. 

These measures’ work, 
more or less, here and there. 
But global fishing effort 
remains high, and spectacu- 
lar crashes of fish stocks 
around the world demon- 
strate that our approach is 
not working. Clearly, the 
“something” needs to be 
“something else.” 

Marine Protected Areas 
(MPA) appear to be the next 
logical step. And California 
seems poised to become the 
first state to implement them 
on a large-scale basis. 

The reasons are clear. 
According to an article in The 
Christian Science Monitor, the 
take of finfish has increased 
60 times over in just the 
past seven years. Stocks of 
perch, bocaccio and other 
rockfish are dwindling fast. 
Sheepshead, which feed on 
kelp-destroying sea urchins, 
are depleted, and the state’s 
famed abalone fishery has 
crashed. 

All of these losses have 


Reserves can help conserve 
our economic future, as well 
as biodiversity. 


Opposite 
page: A hapless victim to a 
fisherman's net. 


accrued in spite of some of 
the nation’s, and_ the 
world’s, toughest marine 
conservation guidelines, 
and a system that already 
includes 103 protected 
areas. So, it was with a sense 
of desperation that conser- 
vation organizations, scien- 
tists, divers and educators 
urged the state to do more. 

The result was the Marine Life Protection Act 
of 1999; 


esting the Sea 
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This act stressed the necessity of “no- 
take zones” to provide some real protec- 
tion for sea life. In order to protect areas 
representative of all the state’s major 
undersea ecosystems, the Department 
envisions a coordinated network of parks 
that could amount to as much as 15 to 20 
percent of state waters. Currently, only 
0.2 percent are protected. 

At last, something is being done. 

But not all are pleased. The breadth 

of the plan has caught the fishing 
industry off-guard. To them, it 1s too 
much, too fast. And while the industry 
supports the goal of conservation, 
many fishermen are concerned about 
the short-term 
ramifications, the 
months and years 
necessary to 
rebuild stocks. 
Time they may be 
idled. Some say 
that the MPA 
approach has not 
been proved, and 
that more science 
is needed. 

In fact, wherever they have been 
tried, MPAs do help rebuild fish stocks. 
In one study that compared no-take 
reserves in California with fished habi- 
tats, the reserves were found to contain 
16 times more harvestable fish than 
areas outside the boundaries. In the 
Georges Bank, off the U.S. Atlantic 
coast, fishing was prohibited for five 
years, beginning in 1994. As a result, 
scallops and groundfish are slowly 
rebuilding. Together with gear limita- 
tions, quotas and other tools, closures of 
large areas are becoming an essential aid 
in efforts to regenerate depleted stocks. 

But the beneficial functions of 
reserves reach beyond their commercial 


value. They also lessen 
bycatch and_ habitat 
damage by fishing 
gear. By permitting 
full-scale communities 
to exist, they preserve 
a healthy ratio of age 
and gender within 
the species, prevent- 
ing populations from 
crashing. And _ they 
assist the movement of 
larvae across large 
expanses, which replenishes gene pools 
of distinct populations. 

As for the science, this is indeed an 
interesting point. Some of the science 
on MPAs is inconclusive. Why? 
Because scientists are having a hard 
time finding undisturbed areas to use 
as a baseline for how the ocean should 
look. In the words of one paper on 
marine reserves published in the 
Bulletin of Marine Science, “There are 
virtually no areas north of the 
Antarctic... that have exploitable re- 
sources where scientists can study 
natural marine systems.” 

I believe this is a crucial point. How 
can we develop 
coherent and 
responsible man- 
agement plans for 
the future if we 
have no_ healthy 
ecosystems to 
measure our 
progress by? 

And more signif- 

icantly, what is 

“natural”? Current 

historical ecology reveals that the ecosys- 

tems we presume to be pristine have 

actually been overexploited for hundreds 

of years. Given this long-term legacy of 

depletion, how are we to distinguish 

between natural fluctuations and human 

influence? This is important, because 

this alone can teach us how much fishing 
effort is too much. 

Allowing the sea to rest and recover 
works on many levels. But to make it a 
success on the social level, policymak- 
ers will have to find a way to assist 
those whose lives depend on the sea, so 
that they also have reason to support 
what everyone agrees must be the next 
step in ocean conservation. ** 
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Dolphin Scuba Camp 
Summer 2002 
Ages 5 -14, $600* per child 


All-inclusive dive and snorkel 
packages featuring a variety of 
activities for the entire family 


Por the perfect family 


pacatiol cail 


$00.227.3483 = 954.929 0090 
akr@antiionyskey.cont 
anthonysaey.com 


“$600 per child rate is based on maximum 1 child 
per adult, staying in the same room. 16% hotel tax 
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Commercial diving is an 1 exciting and 


ing career for the few exceptional in d 





feeling of accomplishment. A career in com 


mercial diving designed for individuals seekit 





enviroment. Divers Institute of Technology 


graduates are regarded as experts in their field. 


quality, motivated individuals for a career in 


commercial diving. 


DIVERS INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY 


4310 11th Ave. NW + Seattle, WA 98107 


For enrollment and information call now 
TOLL FREE 800/634-8377 


email: dit@wolfenet.com 
Www.diversinstitute.com 
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that choose a life of adventure and thrive ona sen 





to earn a living in a dynamic, adventurous. 


At Divers Institute of Technology we prepare | 









BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


I am taking and enjoying your online course. In the course, you suggest that photographers 
try to shoot vertically oriented frames when a vertical orientation best compliments the sub- 


ject, but when I try to turn my camera system vertical underwater, life gets complicated. 
Any suggestions 2 —Gino M., Plano, TX 





a subject. But you want the verti- 
cal vs. horizontal decision to be 
based on aesthetics, not the con- 
struction of your gear. 

By design, it is more natural 
to pick up and hold cameras 
when they are oriented to create 
horizontal frames. It is also 
easier with most underwater 
camera trays to mount a camera 
horizontally. 

When you try to take a tradi- 
tional camera system on a dive 
and change from shooting a hori- 
zontal to creating a_ vertical 
image, some problems can arise. 
For example, if 
you are using 
strobes that are 
mounted to arms, 
which in turn are 
connected to your 
camera or camera 
tray, when you 
rotate the camera 
from horizontal 
to vertical the 
| 3 strobes tend to 
Sone RC ae get repositioned 

| : into less than 

ideal locations. 

To correct and 

reposition again 

RSE te ET ay? ' you have to 

This Sanguine Frogfish has a largé head. Capturing : =. manipulate long, 
it vertically helps give the image more impact. =) articulated arms 
in oP Se aS 3 or you have to 
A 35 MM FRAME IS A RECTANGLE, NOT A SQUARE. THIS move at least one strobe arm from one 
means that images are either wider than they are tall mounting position to another some- 
(thus horizontally oriented), or they are taller than they where in the camera system. All of this 
are wide (thus vertically oriented). I don’t have con- repositioning costs you time, requires 
crete data, but I feel confident in saying that most some dexterity and buoyancy control, 
underwater photographers shoot far more horizontal and can generally be a pain in the pos- 
frames than vertical frames. I also feel confident in say-_ terior, but it is necessary in order to 
ing that the reason for the discrepancy has more to do create the most desirable strobe posi- 

with the construction of cameras and the ease of hold- _ tioning for vertical images. 

ing camera systems horizontally during a dive than it Today there is a much better solution. 
does with the most aesthetically pleasing way to frame Ultralight Control Systems, a manufac- 


OddIHLASY 





wart 
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turer of accessory camera trays, 
arms and other parts, makes a 
“Pivot-Tray” that allows you to 
quickly rotate your camera 90 
degrees from horizontal to verti- 
cal, or vice versa, while under- 
water. All you need to do is push 
a “lock/unlock” button on the 
back of the tray and rotate the 
camera into the desired position. 
You never have to touch a strobe 
or strobe arm. With a Pivot- 
Tray, you can easily move back 


ASKTHEPRO 


UltraLight Control Systems, a 
manufacturer of accessory 
camera trays, arms and other 
parts, makes a “Pivot-Tray” 
that allows you to quickly 
rotate your camera 90 degrees 
from horizontal to vertical... 


and forth between horizontals and verti- 
cals in a matter of a few seconds, 
while avoiding all of the awkwardness 
that accompanies some antiquated cam- 
era systems. 

I have used the Pivot-Tray and a sim- 
ilar product called a “Flip-Tray,” made 
by Technical Lighting Control, with 
both a Nikonos and a couple of housed 
single lens reflex systems, and I find the 
products to be wonderful innovations. 
A Pivot-Tray or Flip-Tray won’t guar- 
antee that Gino or any other underwa- 
ter photographer will compose a great 
shot, but it sure makes it a lot easier to 
quickly frame subjects in the most 
complimentary manner. 
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Getting Started: 


NIGHT DIVES PROVIDE WONDERFUL 
photographic opportunities for those 
who are prepared to take advantage of 
them. A list of favorite subjects includes 
“sleeping” fish, feeding corals, scallops, 
basket stars, a variety of crabs, shrimp 
and lobster, free swimming eels, nudi- 
branchs, snails, squid, octopods and 
more. In many instances, dive sites that 
seemed somewhat drab and colorless 
during the day, appear to be an explosion 
of life and color at might. In most cases, 
the reason for the difference is that too 
often we don’t see the colors during day- 
time dives because we fail to use a dive 
light. Of course, on mght dives we do 
use lights, and light adds splashes of 
color almost everywhere we look. 

Clearly, a lack of great subject mat- 
ter is not a problem you are likely to 
face as a beginning night photograph- 
er. This is not, however, to suggest 
that night time photography does not 
come without a special set of chal- 
lenges. For starters, it is usually more 
difficult to see and set the controls on 
your camera, lens and strobe. The area 
in front of your camera is usually well- 
lit, but not the camera system itself. 

Another major consideration that 
becomes obvious as you gain more and 
more experience as a shooter is that 
many of the subjects that are 
out and about at night are not 
out in the open during the 
day because they don’t like to 
be in bright light. Shine a 
dive light on many nocturnal 
creatures and they vanish as 
if it just turned high noon. 

Here are five tips to help 
make your night shooting 
easier, and help you create 
better images. 

1.) Start your night pho- 
tography with a macro sys- 
tem such as a close-up kit, 
AYE com Pusmeymecons (et mat loom Om yelt 
can do all of your photographic “set- 
up” before you get into the water. All 
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Panny 


Your First Night Moves | 
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you will need to do underwater is find 
good subjects, frame and shoot. 

2.) If you opt to try your hand with 
larger, wide-angle subjects, look for a 
lot of color contrast between your 
subject and its background. Framing a 
lightly hued subject such as a feeding 
basket star against a black-water back- 
ground can work well, but framing a 
black subject against a black back- 
ground (the color of water at night) is 
the path to disappointment. 

3.) If you use a bright dive light to 
enable you to see, try to avoid pointing 
the light directly at your subject. 
Instead, try to use the dimmer edge of 
the beam to illuminate your subject so 
that you don’t cause your photographic 
quarry to flee for cover. Once you get 
comfortable with night diving, try using 
a light with a dimmer, narrower beam. 

4.) Even if you were very careful to 
pre-set all of the controls before your 
dive, be sure to check your camera, lens 
and strobe settings after you get into the 
water and get vourself squared away. It 
is too easy to accidentally bump and, 
therefore, change a control without 
realizing it until you see your results. 

5.) Listen to divemasters during 
pre-dive briefings to gain a better 
understanding of potential subjects 
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Tucked into crevices in reefs and walls during the 
day, eels venture out and move freely at night. 


and where and how to find them. 
Then, go slow, look for colorful sub- 
jects, and have fun! “* 
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WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 


Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s Schoal of Underwater Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course consists of nine 
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interactive classes taken at your convenience. 
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REGCKFACTS 


BY ELLSWORTH BOYD 











GARY ALLEN OF FT. LAUDERDALE, FL, IS PLANNING 
a trip to the Dominican Republic and asks where a 
large ship was sunk in 1999. The freighter St. George, 
used to transport corn and wheat from Norway to the 
United States, was sunk in 100 feet of water as an arti- 
ficial reef off Club Viva Dominicus, La Romana, Do- 
minican Republic. Representatives of Viva Resorts, in 
cooperation with the Dominican navy, sank the ship 
only a five-minute boat ride from shore, where it is 
used strictly as a recreational dive site. The St. George, 
abandoned in an owner’s dispute over repairs and 
dockage fees, had been confiscated by the local author- 
ities and sat at the dock gathering rust before it became 
a reef. Viva Resort details are available by calling (800) 
898-9968, or call Elena Franzetti, who is in charge of 
the dive center at (809) 686-8053. 


MAry CAMPBELL OF CHARLESTON, SC, VACATIONS IN 
Daytona Beach, FL, and asks about shipwrecks offshore. 
Jim Elbers, a retired general contractor who lives at 
Ponce Inlet, has found 14 wrecks within a 50-mile radius 
of the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse. His list of more than 100 
other wrecks, in a wider radius, continues to grow. Two of 
his favorites are the Wicker Wreck, full of wicker furni- 
ture, and the Packard Wreck, which was transporting two 
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1928 Packard automobiles in its 
hold. Elbers’ list includes wrecks 
from the 1500s through present- 
day disasters. He says the Mara- 
catbo, Veracruz and Commodore 
(featured in Stephen Crane’s 
book, The Red Badge of Courage) 
are just a few of many local 
wrecks with fascinating histories. 
Elbers is writing a book that will be published by the 
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse Association. 


The St. George 


PAUL WHITE, VIA THE INTERNET, STARTED DIVING A 
year ago and 1s interested in shipwrecks off the coast of 
Maine. To start with, back issues of Skin Diver are 
helpful. The November 1985 issue contains informa- 
tion on the Empire Knight, The Francis, Bay State and 
Governor Dingy. A good book is Shipwrecks Unforgot- 
ten: From Maine to the Hudson River by Norbert Fre- 
itag, who writes about the Royal Tar, Cambridge and 
Washington B. Thomas. Other books include: Shipwrecks 
Around Maine by William P. Quinn, and Shipwrecks and 











Marine Disasters of the Maine Coast by 
Peter Dow Bachelder. 


STEVE ANTHONY, A MEMBER OF THE 
Maryland Maritime Archaeological and 
Historical Society, is seeking historical 
shipwreck sites in the Chesapeake Bay 
for his group to do field study on. Com- 
modore Josh Barney’s fleet, scuttled in 
the Patuxent River in 1814, would be an 
interesting study. During the War of | 


1812, Barney and his fleet of 18. 4 qe awleagh (ipo Diving and Snorkeling Guide to 
i Nev & ois Fad £F otf 
gunboats were stationed al, De © SRR Texas by Barbara Dunn and 


the mouth of the river to: 
protect Washington, ERS , 
D.C. from advances by es 
British General = 
Robert Ross. Barneys r: 
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peake. Forseeing the capture: Rc | 
of his fleet, Barney and his men 
blew up what they could, scuttled the 
rest, then marched to Washington to de- 
fend the capital. Divers have discovered 
some of the wrecks near Mt. Pleasant, 
not far from Upper Marlboro, MD, the 
highest point on the Patuxent River. Oth- 
er vestige, buried beneath mud and sand 
in shallow water with low visibility, re- 
mains undiscovered. 
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MARK PHILLIPS OF AUGUSTA, MN, AND 
Dick Leroux OF Massena, NY, ask where 
they might find information on ship- 
wrecks in the St. Lawrence River. Ray 
Tucker of the New York State Divers As- 
sociation says his club has two dive guides 
available for $12 each. One has 92 sites, in- 
cluding the St. Lawrence and Niagara 
Rivers, the Finger Lakes, and Lakes 
George, Champlain, Erie and Ontario. 
The other guide lists 24 sites between the 
upper St. Lawrence at Lake Ontario to 
Massena, NY. Order them from NYSDA, 
9226 Sly Hill Rd., Ava, NY 13303. 


THANKS TO PHIL CHURCH OF NYSDA, 
I located Mike Williams of Ary, Ontario, 
who, along with Skip Couch and Don 
Martin, compiled Divers Guide to the 
Upper St. Lawrence River, a list of 71 
sites starting from the Iroquois Locks to 
Wolfe Island. To order, send $12 to 
Williams at 26 Cooper St., Ayr, Ontario 
NOB 1EO, Canada. 
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JERRY QUEBEDEAUX, VIA THE INTER- 
net, says he can’t find much information 
on shipwrecks off the Texas coast. T'wen- 
ty-five Texas coast wrecks, including 
their latitudes and longitudes, are listed 
in A Guide to Sunken Ships in American 
Waters by Adrian Lonsdale and H.R. 
Kaplan. Tom Townsend’s Texas Trea- 
sure Coast also features many wrecks off 
the shores of the Lone Star State. Inland, 
coastal and offshore sites are covered in 


—\ Stephan Myers. The area 
\_ between Freeport and 
Galveston is a hot 
_Dspot. San Luis Pass, a 
parle hazardous inlet west 
Z ripe of Galveston is pur- 
>», ported to have sunken 
< “- galleons, barges and 
EC ektimp trawlers sunk 
nice “there. The colliers Laura 
“Burnham , John Ames and fennie 
Butler are all sunk there as well, along 
with the Margate, an oceangoing barge. 
In 1972, the Virginia Fogg, a 572-foot- 
long tanker, exploded and sank in 100 
feet of water, 33 miles southeast of 
Freeport. After unloading a flammable 
cargo of benzene at Freeport, the vessel 
left port with volatile hydrocarbon in its 
hold. The ensuing explosion killed 39 
crew and sank the 12,500-ton ship. 
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DAVE ROE OF COLUMBIA, MD, ASKS 
about the 7itanic exhibit at the Mary- 
land Science Center in Baltimore’s 
Harbor Place. There’s good news for 
those who thought they missed it. The 
exhibit, “7itanic Science—The Real 
Artifacts, The True Stories,” has been 
held over an additional three months, 
until January 1, 2002. Produced by the 
Science Center in conjunction with 
New York’s SFX Corporation, it’s the 
first educational exhibit to combine sci- 
entific findings with actual artifacts, 
such as a perfectly preserved men’s 
wool suit, a half-drunk bottle of cham- 
pagne, eyeglasses and calling cards. 


Send your wreck questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd., White Hall, 
MD 21161. Be sure to include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for a personal reply. 
Ellsworth may also be e-mailed at 
ellshoyd@aol.com. 
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TechnoMarine TechnoDiamond Sport Collection 
TechnoMarine’s TechnoDiamond Sport Collection is perfect 
for those who enjoy the finer things in life, or who don’t have 
anything better to do with two and a half G’s. This collection 
consists of 12 watches with interchangeable wristbands—a 
color for each mood, perhaps. The watches are water-resistant 
up to 330 feet, with mother of pearl faces and stainless steel, 
unidirectional rotating bezels, which are (brace yourself) 
lavishly adorned with 120 full cut diamonds. Features also 
include a chronograph 0.10 second and date indicator. Divers 
just have to hope that these glimmering beauties won't 
blind the fish. Suggested price: $2,500. 

TechnoMarine (305) 438-0880, www.technomarine.com 





Pelican Micro Case 

“Way better than Tupperware” is the motto Pelican 
should be using to hock their new Micro Cases. 
Leave the burping to your egg salad bowl and move 
your tool kit, cell phone, Palm Pilot, Gameboy or 
other essential gadgets into a proper home. These 
new cases have an automatic pressure purge valve, 
exclusive speed locks and are built to be water- 
tight, airtight and crush proof. They also come with 
an unconditional lifetime guarantee. Available in 
SIX sizes and colors: metallic silver, metallic gold 
and black, or clear with red, yellow and blue 

$c | inserts. Suggested price (model pictured): $17.95. 
a ! Pelican Products (310) 326-4700, 
www.pelican.com “== 




















GEARANDGADGETS 


BY RYAN ALLEN AND DARYL CARSON 
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Quick Draw Bracket 
When you decide to saddle a pony bottle along for the ride, 
consider using the Quick Draw Bracket. The aluminum and 
stainless steel system incorporates no hose clamps, so 
changes can be made with the pull of just one pin. The bracket 
slips under the diving BC tank belt or any 2-inch web belt. No 
tools are needed, so the tanks are easy to change, and bottles 
can be swapped out in seconds. Suggested price: $109.95. 
Ultimate Products Corp. (425) 788-7500, 
www.quickdrawbracket.com == 
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The Sammy 

The little towel that could, that’s The Sammy. This sport towel has been used by 
Swimmers and divers for more than 20 years, including Olympic champ Greg 
Louganis. The highly absorbent poly-vinyl material is ideal for drying off after dives or 
laps. Its compact size replaces bulky wet towels, making it handy for traveling and 
camping. After use, it can be easily wrung out, and ready to absorb more, or be put 
away in the accompanying storage tube. The towel is machine washable, and If taken 
care of properly, can last up to four years. Available in seven colors and two different 
sizes—the traditional size of 17” by 13” and the new size of 27” by 17” (Olympic 
Blue only). Suggested prices: $13.50 and $17. 

Shima American Corp. (888) 843-7269, www.thesammy.com = 


Diving Unlimited International Drysuits 

TLS350 (blue): DUI has incorporated technology used by U.S. Coast Guard 
Rescue Swimmers in the sleek design of the TLS350. The lightweight, 
quick-drying fabric (a tri-laminate material made mostly of nylon and butyl 
rubber) combined with high performance features (see below), make it a 
favorite among traveling divers. Suggested price: $1,698. 

CLX450 (black): With the CLX450, DUI has taken the durability of Cordura 
and blended it with the suppleness of polyester. The result is a tough, light- 
weight, fast-drying suit. Suggested price: $1,998. 

Features for both suits include diagonal front entry zipper, telescoping 
torso that allows for a closer fit and freedom of movement, suspenders and 
crotch strap to hold the suit in place, double layer material over knee area 
for extra durability, internal waist adjustment cord, swivel inlet and low 
profile exhaust valves, latex neck and wrist seals. Both suits are available 
in men’s and women’s stock sizes, Special Production and Signature Series. 
Diving Unlimited International (800) 325-8439, www.dui-online.com = 





Underwater Kinetics Ready-to-Go Dive Case 
One of the great dive travel dilemmas is what to pack your stuff in: 
Hard cases are great for protection, but a pain on small boats; while soft 
bags don’t take the kind of abuse airports like to dish out. Underwater 
Kinetics offers a sweet solution in their 3-in-1 combo, which includes the 
UK 1127 Transit Case, the UK 309 Dry Box and STAHLSAC’s Deluxe Mesh 
Backpack. The large hard case Is built for air and road travel, is water- 
tight and designed to protect valuable gear from mishandling and theft. 
The case features a telescoping handle and wheels for easy rolling. The 
watertight 309 drybox is ideal for keeping documents, smaller valuables 
or personal electronics safe and dry. And, for carrying gear from the hotel 
to the dive site is the STAHLSAC nylon mesh backpack. It has a breath- 
able mesh main compartment, nylon secondary zipper compartment and 
padded adjustable shoulder straps. Suggested price: $299.95. 
Underwater Kinetics (858) 513-9100, www.uwkinetics.com = 











14 BGs to help you On your quest fOr ZEFO-G. by Aan Alen & ty sawyer 


GRAVITY SUCKS. IT HOLDS US TO THE FACE OF THE 
earth, takes our youth and deposits it under 
our chin and waistline, and drags us to the 
bottom of the ocean. To escape it, one has to: 
a) spend $20 million to ride into space with a 
bunch of strangers, drinking dehydrated 
vodka with a side of borsch; b) after getting a 
referral from Michael Jackson, pay a visit to 
Beverly Hills; or c) spend $3 on a tank fill and 
Slightly less than the cost of a ticket to the 
moon for a buoyancy compensator, then slip 
into the water that covers 75 percent of this 
planet. You decide. 

lf either “a” or “b” is your preference, 
Congratulations! But if “c” is your choice, 
read on. 

Neutral buoyancy is the one skill that can 
add to your diving enjoyment more than any- 
thing else you could master. Why fight it? 
Though experience is essential for buoyancy 
Skills, the right equipment ain’t gonna hurt. 
BCs should fit well, be comfortable and easy 
to adjust, perform under a variety of condi- 
tions, and most importantly, look cool. 

And with all the choices on the market and 
the customization allowed, there’s no need to 
compromise. 
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Aqualung Malibu RDS 
This BC comes with a 
built-in body butler. Using 
some technology that was 
probably developed in the mili- 
tary’s super secret skunk works, the Malibu RDS comes with a Swivel Access 
System (which is concealed in the harness), that self-adjusts to the contours of a 
divers torso for a conforming, almost custom fit. Its back-mounted air cell allows 
great freedom of movement, and the two dumpable weight-integrated pockets 
hold up to 20 pounds (two fixed weight pockets, on the back, add another 10 
pounds). A twin tank mount is optional, giving this low profile BC versatility for a 
variety of dive styles and conditions. 
Aqualung (760) 597-5000, www.aqualung.com 


Riptide Trek 

| can say with certainty that no other BC in this review also doubles 
as a backpack. The Trek back mount air bladder (50 pounds of lift) can 
be unzipped and replaced with a dive bag for toting your gear. A handy 
design, yes, but its buoyancy trim and fit adjustability characteristics 
are the real reason to pay attention to this BC. Its four-point weight- 
integrated pocket system (two mounted shoulder level on the tank band: 
two dumpable pockets on the waist) provides an even dispersion of 
weight. The fully adjustable chest and waist straps are complemented 
by a crotch strap that keeps the BC from riding up. Its shoulder straps 
have two reflective epaulets that keep your gauges off the reef and help 
your buddy see you in low-light or low-viz conditions. Photographers will 
appreciate the stainless steel blue D-rings for clipping off cameras and 
slates. And, with a nicely padded lumbar support, soft pack and 
low-profile design, the Trek is an ideal travel BC. It even comes 
equipped to take doubles. 
Riptide (303) 635-8181, www.diveriptide.com 
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International Divers Nekton 2000: 

The Nekton 2000 is cross-bred for maximum buoyancy control. 
It’s designed to fit the needs of both the recreational and tek diver. 
The positioning of the weight-integrated pockets (high on the tank 
harness and around the waist) provides a nice center of gravity for 
buoyancy by distributing support to the shoulders and hips. The 
waist weight pockets are easily loaded and dumped, and tidily 
tucked beneath an ample zippered pocket. Its combination back- 
mount and semi-wraparound air bladder (with 30 to 50 pounds of lift, depending 
upon size) is designed to inflate away from the body, for less squeeze. Since the road 
to perfect buoyancy begins with fit, the Nekton 2000 engineers have developed the 
new Sea-Era harness that includes two straps with quick-release buckles, an 
adjustable cummerbund and padded lumbar support. The shoulder straps allow 
freedom of movement, and the soft-pack tank mount keeps the BC’s weight down, 
giving the Nekton 2000 the added bonus of being good for travelers. 
International Divers, Inc. (800) 257-2822, www.seaira.com 
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BEUCHaT. 


IST Proline Saturn 

If you want to get close to zero-gravity and dive neutrally buoyant, a 
BC with the name of a heavenly body, the rugged construction of a 
spacesuit (1000-denier cordura and 800 PU coated nylon) and a long 
list of tricked-out features couldn't hurt your quest. Everything on the 
saturn is large enough to adjust while wearing the thickest of gloves— 
the big, quick-release buckles on the adjustable shoulder straps, chest 
strap and waist strap; the nob to pull on the right shoulder dump valve; 
the heavy-duty zippers on the large pockets; and the thoughtfully placed 
monster-truck, stainless steel D-rings on either shoulder strap and 
below each pocket. The integrated, releasable weight pockets (they hold 
10 pounds each) are hidden under the pockets for streamlining, and two 
trim pockets, on the back, behind the shoulders, hold up to 5 pounds 
each (resulting in a nice placement of weight over the shoulder and 
hips). The cushiony lumbar support gives the Saturn added comfort. 
IST Proline (909) 622-9600, www.istsports.com 
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valve allow easy venting. 




















Beuchat Master Lift Elite 

The expansive single air cell of the Elite offers maximum surface 
floatation, while allowing freedom of movement underwater. Comfort and 
ease are two major aims of this BC, which comes with an adjustable 
cushioned backpack with handle, a padded harness with quick-release 
adjustable straps, a cummerbund with storage pocket, reflective piping, 
and large drop-shaped expandable pockets (with nylon zippers and 
self-draining panels). Two quick-release, weight-integrated pockets with 
large handles enable fast removal, along with two rear trim pockets for 
permanent weight storage (5.5 pounds each). There is a weight capacity 
of 10 pounds for each weight module. For D-ring afficionados, the Master 
Lift Elite has eight stainless steel D-rings and four smaller, plastic D- 
rings, which should handle just about any accessory. A compact power 
inflator with a soft touch mechanism, two over-pressure valves at the 
shoulders with rapid exhaust features, and one lower right manual dump 


Beuchat North America, Inc. (305) 548-3483, www.beuchatdiving.com 


Dacor’s Rig Pro 
The Rig Pro was 

designed for the 
demanding tasks of 
working on oil rigs, | 
salvage, military oper- — 
ations, search and 
recovery teams and 
sea harvesting, as. Ve 
well as recreational f) 
specialties like ‘cave ¥ 
and wreck diving. The pg 
goal was to deliver a aye 
rugged, professional product with , 
all the tek features built into a compact 
and comfortable BC. A stainless steel 
backpack with a single tank adapter can 
easily be converted to accommodate twin tanks. And realizing that 
not all tek tasks are the same, this BC offers an optional redundant _ 
bladder that increases the lift from its normal 75 to 135 pounds; the 
second bladder is a completely separate system with its own infla- 
tor. The Rig Pro's 1000-denier cordura nylon easily supports its 32 

- pound maximum, weight-integrated system. Two low and one high 

- manual dump valves, with another dump at the inflator hose, offer _ 
numerous options for buoyancy control. The Rig Pro’s sternum strap 
IS strategically placed for easy access to drysuit inflator hoses. The 
top shoulder straps sport a quick-release buckle, and a circular 
stainless steel ring to facilitate self-adjusting movements around 
different suits; and the lower cummerbund adjusts to compensate 
for a wide range of sizes and uses, and comes with an accessory 
pocket. Six stainless steel D-rings line the shoulder straps, with two 

| aah ab D-rings at the end of SS lower straps. A crotch strap runs 






“steel backpack, preventing ride up. a 
Dacor (800) 323-0463, www.divedacor.com 
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Tusa’s Platina Evolution 

The Platina places its emphasis on tank stability in order to maintain 
optimal balance underwater. Using dual rails, the “Ultimate Stabilizing 
Harness” prevents the tank from moving around, while the patented 
“Independent Harness System” separates the main bladder unit and the 
harness system. Since the shoulder strap attaches directly to the har- 
ness, tank movement is further eliminated. The harness’ soft padded 
cover does not effect buoyancy control, as it is made from non-float and 
non-water absorbent material. The bottom of the shoulder straps can be 
attached in either of two positions, which depend on the conditions of 
use and the body type of the diver. The “Tanks Suspension System” has 
been improved to allow the diver to adjust the tank after putting it on— 
not possible with most BCs. In addition to TUSA’s own O.P.E.V. system, 
two dump valves have been added to allow rapid pressure exhaust in 
any position. Weights can be inserted into the weight cartridges, as well 
as the spacious pockets on the front of the jacket and two weight pock- 
ets on the back. In emergency situations, weight cartridges can be 
released with the pull of a knob. Additional features include six D-rings, 
reflective tabs and a whistle. 
Tusa (562) 498-3708, www.tusa.com 


Scubapro Glide Plus 

Packed with slick features to help you achieve astronaut status on earth and do it com- 
fort, the Glide Plus is also the only BC in this group with wrap-around air cell construction. 
Divers have been hovering midwater with this technology for years, and now the classic 
design comes with an impressively designed, patented one-step, quick-release weight sys- 
‘tem (balanced with two back-mounted trim pockets), a plush-padded harness and a Soft 
neoprene neck roll for cozy comfort. Six stainless steel, bent D-rings—one on each shoulder — 
strap, above the zippered pockets and below each weight module—should be more than 
ample to handle your clip-on accessories. And the wide cummerbund fits snugly around the 
waist and includes a third zippered pocket. 

Scubapro (619) 402-1023, www.scubapro.com 
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SeaQuest Raider 

Raider couldn't be a more apt name for 
this mega-BC. With a 50-pound lift capa- 
city, double bag back-mounted air module 
that, when inflated, looks like 1050-denier 
nylon butterfly wings, four air dumps, six stainless steel, heavy-duty 
D-rings and enough padding and patented adjustments to snuggle 
up with at night, the Raider is built for maximum use and function. 
SeaQuest’s patented Weight Holster release system holds up to 32 pounds 
of lead, and the Raider has two tank strap-mounted pockets for fine tun- 
ing trim. The swivel buckles on the adjustable shoulder straps and multi- 
set cummerbund allow each user to customize fit. When combined with 
the patented Self-adjusting Lumbar Support system and new torso 
adjusting system, you'll be hard-pressed to find a BC that can be mold- 
ed or adjusted more to your exact specifications and needs. In the end, 
you'll be ready to go anywhere there is water. 
SeaQuest (760) 597-5000, www.sea-quest.com 


ak Zeagl Escape. ‘ eye 
Subscribing ore. concept a anne the 
Zeagle Escape i sf iplicity at its best. The Escape 
offers a tremendous com ination of lightweight, | low-profile 
design and full features. With its ergonomically designed, 
adjustable shoulder straps, 35-pound lift, back-mounted alten are 
cell (with bottom and shoulder air vents) and both tank and oi is 
~ dumpable weight egration (total 50-pound capac- 
- ity!), the Escape p ) e\ — a beefier cy) we 
ent the size. dd 3 


34 wwwsskin-diver.com 




















yg _«@ r } 
/ACATION (Siand... 


y 
= Bw 






































BON BINI DIVERS 


Known for high levels of personal service, this SSI, SDI, and PADI & & *&*&* Gold Palm Resort 
offers daily boat dives, drive-through shore diving, guided snorkeling, dock-side gear 
storage, and instruction. New 2002 programs include the Sea-Lab Adventure for kids and 
Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon Bini Divers’ in-house Reservation Service to book all your 
on-island needs. 

Telephone: 011 (599) 717-5425 - Fax: 011 (599) 717-4425 

Email: info@bonbinidivers.com * Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 























BuDDY DIVE RESORT 


Eat, Sleep, (Buddy) Dive! PADI *** %*&%* oceanfront resort known for its casual atmosphere, 
ys 4 s personable staff, spacious accommodations, and a Dive & Activity Center offering a 
ig? tgeges SR unique drive-thru airfill station, Nitrox, kayaks, mountain bikes, and more! Buddy Reef is 
on Ce m a giant stride away, as are the dive boats and rental trucks. 

a” PD Reservations: Ultimate Dive Travel 1-800-737-DIVE 
Email: Info@buddydive.com + Website: www.buddydive.com : Tel: 011 (599) 717-5080 
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CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 


Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a year! Lively reefs & wrecks 90 feet off our 
shore. Praised as a diver’s paradise by beginner & experienced divers. Choice of cottages, 
deluxe junior suites and a variety of oceanfront villas. Overlooking our reefs, is our ocean- 
front restaurant, bar, pool and beach. A PADI *%*%%*«* and Instructor Development Center. 
Reservations & Information: Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas (800) 327-6709 : Tel: (305) 438-4222 
Fax: (305) 438-4220 : Email: info@maduro.com * Website: www.HabitatDiveResorts.com 
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American Airlines/American Eagle, Air Jamaica and Air ALM serve Bonaire 
from the U.S. (only 2-1/2 hours from Miami) 


www.IiInfoBonaire.com | a a 1-800 -BONAIRE 














A 


RAND 


Tay f 


€ 


A 


aN, 


° 


INNES NN bss 


36 wwwsskin-diver.com 


~ Air, Land & Sea. 


pve Seal 





ONIALE 


a 


ONd 


EVERY PARENT WHO SCUBA DIVES HAS 
probably toyed with the idea of getting 
their children involved in the sport. 
Most people would agree the image of 
diving side-by-side with their kid is 
appealing, but is it realistic? The debate 
over the right age to start scuba diving 
has been waged for years. Even though 
your child might look ready physically, 
there are dozens of factors to consider 
before pushing them in a direction they 
might not yet be ready to go. 

As most of you already know, scuba 
diving can be incredibly demanding, both 
physically and mentally. The rigors of the 
sport can be a challenge 
for many adults, much 
less kids. The equip- 
ment is heavy, requires 
continual monitoring, 
and a constant assess- 
ment of your surround- 
ings is essential. These 
are very real considera- 
tions and generally 
require skill sets that 
most children, espe- 
cially those under 14 
years of age, lack. Com- 
pounding this is the 
fact that the jury is still out on the effects 
of compression on young people. Does it 
affect plate growth? Will it affect their 
hearing in the future? Assuming these 
present no dangers to children, there re- 
mains the mental side of the sport. Can 
the child assimilate all the knowledge re- 
quired for safe diving? Are they responsi- 
ble enough to be a dive buddy? 

According to the National Associa- 
tion of Underwater Instructors 
(NAUJ), children as young as 12 years 
old may be allowed to dive, but before 
diving, a certified NAUI instructor 


BY WYLAND 





a | TAKING THE FAMILY FOR A DIVE 


must interview the child and the par- 
ents to determine if that child is ready. 
The instructor evaluates if the child is 
strong enough to handle the equipment 
and fully comprehends all the rules. 
Those are critical questions, says Gor- 
don Boivin, a NAUI workshop director. 
“Ts that child strong enough to assist if you 
have acramp?” Boivin asks. He believes 
the best young candidates for scuba diving 
are first and foremost strong ocean swim- 
mers. They’re already acquainted with 
swimming in strong surf and low visibility 
water, and have spent considerable time 
snorkeling. In other words, they’ve devel- 





oped a comfort level in the ocean, which is 
a key prerequisite for scuba diving. 

The Supplied Air Snorkeling for 
Youth (SASY) system is a good middle 
ground for the child who has progressed 
past snorkeling, but isn’t quite ready for 
scuba diving. This ingenious system— 
manufacturers include ScubaPro and 
Aqualung—involves a regulator and a 
small secure scuba cylinder on the 
child’s back. A full flotation life jacket 
prevents the child from going underwa- 
ter, but the apparatus gives the child the 
advantage of a self-clearing regulator, 
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which allows the child to participate to a 
larger degree in the scuba world. He 
doesn’t have to worry about a snorkel 
full of water. He’s got a tank, can breathe 
underwater like his parents, but doesn’t 
require the constant checking that a dive 
buddy does. The SASY system is used 
during spring and summer for these 
purposes at Shark Reef at Disney’s Ty- 
phoon Lagoon in Orlando, FL. It frees 
up the family to swim throughout the la- 
goon and saves the children from any 
possible affects of compression. 
Another alternative to scuba is free- 
diving. By efficient freediving, you gain 
entrance into the marine world witha 
minimum of intrusion. You’re quieter 
and, in some cases, such as in shallow 
reef areas, you see more. This type of 
diving has been instrumental in much of 
my underwater photography. With 
mask, snorkel and fins, I can immerse 


Got questions? 

Even if your child has been thor- 
oughly trained by a certified scuba 
instructor, it never hurts to supplement 
your knowledge of the effects of diving. 
Here are a couple resources: 

¢ The Encyclopedia of Recreational 
Diving, published by PADI: Uses simple 
language to explain chemistry, 
physics, physiology, equipment and 
the aquatic environment. 

¢ Diving Physiology in Plain English 
by Jolie Bookspan. Covers effects of 
immersion, decompression tables, ex- 
ercise and nutrition. 


myself in the amazing world beneath 
the surface and photograph almost as 
many creatures as I can with full scuba 
gear. The only difference is my non- 
threatening appearance has allowed me 
to get closer to many creatures that 
would otherwise shy away. 

I can see why parents who have enjoyed 

this fascinating world would want to share 
it with their children. Fortunately, many 
options exist to experience the beauty of 
the marine world in a manner best suited 
to your child’s age, maturity and physical 
ability. All you and your child have to do is 
figure out what those levels are. After that, 
the sea’s the limit! 
An internationally renowned marine life 
artist, Wyland has been diving for the last 25 
years. To see his work and learn about his non- 
profit organization, visit wwm.wyland.com. 
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Kwajalein Atoll has the dis- 
tinction of being the world’s 
largest coral atoll, and it's 
smack dab in the middle of 
the tropical Pacific. But 
there's a catch to diving there. 

Kwajalein is a restricted 
military base. However, few 
active-duty military troops 
live and work on Kwajalein. 
Most of the people there are 
civilian military contractors 
who run the dozens of radar 
sites, which track space 
satellites, keep an eye out 
for ballistic missiles and 


run tests on af 


Th 


tems being developed. 


new missile 





defense sys- 


Just offshore, is some of 
the most lip-smacking, 
untapped diving 
anywhere. 

And they 
keep it 
all to 
them- 


selves... 








Silence meets silence: A 
rebreather-clad diver explores an 
F4-U Corsair at Airplane 
Graveyard off Roi-Namur. 
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Like any military base, entire fami- 
lies live on Kwajalein. They have an 
elementary school, a middle school and 
a high school. They have a grocery 
store, a movie theater, a U.S. Post 
Office and a hardware store. If it 
weren’t for the hot tropical climate, 
cobalt blue water, palm trees and amaz- 
ing diving, you would think you were 
right in some American suburb—with- 
out the cars. Everyone rides bicycles. 

Before World War I, the Germans 
claimed Kwajalein, taking it from the 
Marshallese people. After WW I, Japan 
got it from Germany. 

Following Pearl Harbor, the US. 
launched Operation Flintlock to 
destroy the Japanese hold on 
the Marshalls. The Japanese expected 
the U.S. to hit their easternmost bases 

.. first, so they heay- 


ve 








Its last bombing sortie completed, fhis B-25 bomber 


ily fortified them. But the U.S. sur- 
prised the enemy, and hopped around 
those smaller atolls to hit the main base 
at Kwajalein in February of 1944. The 
battle, which lasted only four days, was 
an overwhelming victory for the US. 
and a tragic loss for Japan. Fewer than 
300 American lives were lost, but near- 
ly 6,000 Japanese perished. It is still 
remembered in Japan as one of the 
worst losses of the war. 

After the battle, the U.S. placed its 
own base on Kwajalein and used it as a 
stepping stone in the Pacific theater. 
After the war, Kwajalein Atoll 
remained a U.S. possession and active 
military base until 1994, when it was 
ceremoniously given back to its original 
owners, the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands. Yet the main island of 

Kwajalein and a few smaller islands in 
the atoll (such as Roi-Namur and Meck 


rests on the seafloor off Roi-Namur. 


people to do in their spare time on 
Kwajalein, so scuba diving, sailing and 
golf are popular. The Kwajalein Scuba 
Club boasts that it is the second largest 
diving club in the world, with nearly 
500 active members. But to dive 
Kwajalein, you either have to work 
there or know someone who does; you 
need permission from the military to 
get on the island and a resident to 
“sponsor” your visit. 

Sounds like a hassle, why would any- 
one want to go? How about 7ridacna the 
size of suitcases, shipwrecks in reason- 
able depths everywhere, the greatest 
collection of WW II airplane wrecks 
anywhere and some of the prettiest reefs 
imaginable—all exclusively dived by the 
locals. Oh yeah, and did I mention 
sharks? Lots of sharks. 

Last year, with the help of my good 
friend, ‘Tom Krasuski, who lives on 


Off Sand Island, a tiny sand spit in the lagoon near Roi, one can find 


some of the most perfect Pacific reefs in the world, complete with Tridacna 


3 feet across, healthy coral and all kinds of amazing macro life. 


eoepee. Island) are still leased by the US. and 
ae, operated as a military base. 
There isn’t a whole lot for 
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Kwaj, as it’s called, I visited the atoll 
with four other people. My company, 
Oceanic Research Group, got permis- 
































sion from the Army to do a documen- 
tary on the battle for Kwajalein. It was 
the first time a non-military film pro- 
duction had been cleared to work on 
Kwaj, and in August of 2000, we spent 
five weeks there. 

One of the guys on my film crew was 
Mark Miller, a former resident of Kwaj 
who is regarded as one of the world 
experts on Kwajalein shipwrecks and 
author of some of the few books on the 
subject. He took me into the recesses of 
the Japanese ships to find artifacts that 
we filmed for the documentary. In the 
holds of the ships were sake and beer 
bottles, clothing, ammo, bombs, china 
and even human remains. 

Back in the early 90s, Mark discov- 
ered the wreck of the Daisan Maru, a 
former Japanese whaler that was con- 
verted to military service. He kept 
telling me about the beautiful black 
coral on it and the hordes of lionfish 
swimming about the deck. I was suspi- 
cious. After all, he hadn’t seen the 
wreck in nearly 10 years. How could he 
be sure they would still be there? 

The dive club on Kwaj keeps moor- 
ing buoys on the most popular 
wrecks, but the rest of them require a 
bit of skill to find. The Datsan Maru 
can only be found by GPS or experi- 
ence. We had the numbers, so we 
punched them into Tom’s handheld 
GPS and followed the arrow. When 
we arrived, we watched the depth 
sounder for a big bump on the bot- 
tom. After a few passes back and 
forth, we found it. We threw our 
anchors and hooked the wreck. 

Getting into the water with all our 
gear—trebreathers, etc.—was never a 
simple task. But once there, the Daisan 
turned out to be everything Mark 
promised and more. I[ will never forget 
seeing the wreck as it came into view in 
the deep blue. As I swam up the star- 
board side at a depth of about 130 feet, 
I saw a big black coral bush with five 
lionfish hanging in it as if they were 
birds perched on a branch. 

We went to a lot of trouble to take 
rebreathers to Kwaj. Rebreathers 
require soda lime to scrub the carbon 
dioxide out of the breathing mix, 
pony bottles as bailouts, and, of 
course, nitrox. None of these things 
are easy to get in out-of-the-way 



















































places. This is where diving guru Cliff 
Simoneau came in. 

Cliff, Vice President Of goo 
Technical Diving Inter- .* 
national, served as the project 
resident tek diver. He lugged 
a portable nitrox blending sta- 
tion out to the island and 
taught us how to mix gas. He 
trained us on the rebreathers, 
then dived with us for the 
duration of the project and 
helped out when necessary. 
We were able to dive longer 
with the nitrox than we could 
with air; the rebreathers gave us 
incredible gas economy. Rather than 
mixing a dozen tanks of nitrox for iy 2 
open-circuit, we could dive all day ona ia _ go? How about Tridacna the 


50-cubic-feet bottle. We did safet ae . . . 
panne, Size of suitcases, shipwrecks in 
stops on open circuit 50/50 nitrox, ‘@ 


f rh 


which gave us a high level of safety. ‘ag 
They have a chamber on Kwaj, but if “3% 


anyone got bent, the Army would have ACU 
thrown us off the island. ‘ } 
ie 


a7 Why would anyone want to 


reasonable depths every- 


The rebreathers proved most useful of WW II airplane wrecks 
working within the wrecks. When bub- 4: es! 
bles hit the ceiling of a wreck, they 4 th : 
knock rust loose, which rains down into i 
the shots. The rebreathers make very 
few bubbles, which greatly reduces 
fallout. Furthermore, the minimal 
amount of noise they make 1s great for 
approaching marine life, like the lion- 
fish on the Daisan Maru. 
Another of my favorite wrecks was the 
Akibasan Maru. This large supply ship 
was bound for the Japanese seaplane 
base on Ebeye Island (next to Kwa), 
when American planes bombed and sank 
it. Mark led the team down into the sec- 
ond hold and pointed out the large sea- 
plane floats there. The fine silt on the 
floor of the hold makes a tremendous 
mess with even one misplaced fin kick. 
We stayed high up off the floor and did 
a pretty good job of keeping the viz clear. 
Then we swam forward through a crack 
in the bulkhead into the first hold where 
we could film seaplane wings. Except for 
the missing fabric, the wings look pretty 
good despite nearly 60 years underwater. 
One could not mention the island of 
Kwajalein without mentioning its most 
famous shipwreck, the Prinz Eugen 
(“OY-gan”). This 697-foot German 
heavy cruiser actually had nothing to 
do with Japan or the battle on 


anywhere and some of the 
prettiest reefs imaginable— 
all exclusively dived by the 

locals. Oh yeah, and did I 


mention sharks? 
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overgrown remains ofthe 
Prince Eugen. i 
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The rebreathers make 
very few bubbles, which 
greatly reduces fallout. 
Furthermore, the minimal 
amount of noise they 
make is great for 
approaching marine life, 
like the lionfish on the 


Datsan Maru. 


ate 


Pink Anemonefish and 
their host anemones dot 
the reef in flowing carpets 
of color. 
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Kwajalein. It was built by the Germans 
and engaged in its most famous battle 


with the British ship HMS Hood, 


alongside the Bismarck. Unlike the 
Bismarck, which the British sank, the 
Prinz Eugen survived through the end 
of the war. Eventually surrendered to 
the Americans, she was sailed to the 
US., retrofitted, then sailed to Bikini 
to be used as an atomic bomb guinea 
pig. Not one, but two atom bombs 
failed to sink the Prinz Eugen at Bikini, 
so they towed her to Kwaj for deconta- 
mination and study. Alas, she began 
taking on water at the dock, so they 
towed her out into the lagoon where 
the former pride of Nazi Germany 
flipped over and sank. 

Today, “the Eugen” as the locals call 
her, remains one of the world’s few 
dives on a military ship of this 
size. The massive 8-inch guns 
rest in the sand at 75 feet. Beds, 
bolted to floors, now hang from 
ceilings. The nazi markings can 
still be seen on the white enamel 
on the kitchen oven doors. 

My. assistant cameraman, 
Greg Brunshidle, made no bones 
about the fact that he is not a 
“wreck guy.” He likes marine life 
and started referring to the 
wrecks as “litter.” He finally said 
enough was enough and demanded to 
see a beautiful reef. Then Cliff chimed 
in and said that he flew halfway across 
the world and he wasn’t going home 
until he saw a giant clam. Tom knew it 


was time to take the gang to Roi-Namutr. 

Roi-Namur, or just “Roi” to the 
residents, is an island in the northern 
part of the atoll, and also part of the 
military base. It has only about 200 
people living on it, in contrast to the 
1,500 on Kwaj. To divers, Roi is 
known for two things: gorgeous reefs 
and airplane wrecks. 

Off Sand Island, a tiny sand spit in 
the lagoon near Roi, one can find some 
of the most perfect Pacific reefs in the 
world, complete with Tridacna up to 3 
feet across, healthy coral and all kinds 
of amazing macro life. We anchored 
the boat in the sand near the reef, and 
Greg was in heaven. He ran _ his 
rebreather completely out of gas and 
switched to his bailout, using every 
possible minute of bottom time avail- 
able in order to shoot a tiny goby and 
shrimp in a hole near the edge of the 
reef. When he switched to the snorkel, 
we finally pulled him out. 

Speedball is perhaps the most popu- 
lar dive site around Roi. It lies on the 
oceanside of the island near a place 
where they used to launch Speedball 
missiles, hence the strange name. At 
Speedball, a wall plunges to unimagin- 
able depths, but there is a sandy shelf 
at 150 feet which is the gathering place 
for Gray Reef Sharks. No matter when 
you go, the sharks are there, swimming 
around in circles together. We dived 
down and they swam up to greet us out 
of curiosity, then sunk back down to 
the shelf to resume whatever it is that 
they do all day. Greg was first in the 
water, and he came back with a fantas- 
tic story about a hammerhead. He was 
unable to capture the beast on video to 
prove its existence, so we named the 
shark Elvis, and decided that a single 
sighting did not represent confirma- 
tion of its presence. 

Imagine my surprise when I 
returned four months later to the 
island to finish the principal photogra- 
phy and heard the rumor around the 
island that hammerheads had been 
seen at Speedball. On a beautiful sunny 
day with crystal-clear blue water, I also 
saw Elvis, and he does live. But I didn’t 
get any shots either. You’ll just have to 
take my word for it. 

The airplane graveyard on Roi is 
pretty close to nirvana for me. At the 





end of the war, the U.S. stripped all the 
good parts out of the scrapped planes on 
the Roi air base and dumped them into 
the ocean. To my fascination and delight, 
they decided to do it not more than 200 


yards from the reef, inside the lagoon. On a 

single dive, I saw a B-25, a Corsair nose-down 

in the sand, a C-46 transport, an Avenger and a 
Dauntless SBD dive bomber. The B-25 fascinated me. 
When we first anchored, we could see it from the boat, 120 
feet down, sitting perfectly level on the bottom. With its gear 
down, as if it is ready to take off, the plane looks like it could 
fly right now, were it not missing its props. Although there 1s 
a bit of coral growing on it, the aluminum skin of the plane 
is still fairly shiny. 

My wife, Christine, who is the researcher for the film, spent 
a fair amount of time looking for a serial number on the 
Corsair. She eventually found an intact serial number for the 
vertical stabilizer sub-assembly, and we are hoping we can trace 
some information about the plane and where it went. I would 
welcome any experts on Corsairs to drop me a line on that one! 

When our island time ran out and we had to leave, nobody 
wanted to go home. There were more reefs, wrecks and 
planes we didn’t get to see. Even after diving every day for 
more than two months on Kwaj, I have a huge list of things 
I still want to do. The diving opportunities are amazing. 

In recent years, the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
has been talking about trying to open Kwajalein Atoll to 
the public through Ebeye, a Marshallese island in the 
atoll. But the Marshallese infrastructure (dive boats, air- 
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0856 © Aloha Airlines www.alohaairlines.com © Air Marshall Islands www.rmi 
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during doldrums when the water is calm. Remember: People cannot visit Kwajalein unless 
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fills, clean accommodations, restaurants) is not really 
ready yet. Some day you might be able to dive Kwaj as a 
tourist, but until then, it’s one of those things where you 
have to know someone on the inside. Believe me, it’s 
worth the effort to make a new friend. 


Special thanks to the Kwajalein Scuba Club and Roi-Namur 
Dolphins Scuba Club for providing atr and location assistance 
for the project, C2 Expeditions for rebreather training, and the 
U.S. Army for permission to visit and access to island facilities. 


Dauntless dive bomber at the 
Airplane Graveyard. 


SKIN DIVER |ANUARY 2002 43 


lie, 12) GPa i Wa la ca 
2 Mr i Ny TD 
gree NS AS Qe Cate 


te Sk ya oe ef we ag ae “9 he: OF os % wt VY oe hee 
: ¢ a ‘th: tH. She a. Pe eR ee 
ail : : * “ny gf im, ONT an i i oS 5 rier > a. . 
‘ts ae a RE a ick Nien et TOS ors. oR. % 
“7 f . a <iueme SA <— Bee Arnis re ‘ ee ; * p 





% 
Erm , 
oot 
45 
| 
? 
i 





“)" justbegun. thesadventure. 
“3 - ‘ “SNM ; ; 


“ahs 


n the beginning, the Rainbow Serpent, 
Bulurru, created the land and all that was 
upon it. This was the Dreamtime, a time 
before even the oldest man. The first baby 
was born of the swollen calf of Guyala and 
was suckled by Wongul Longul, who came 
down from the sky to feed the infant boy. 
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At night, every person who came after is 
Said to be connected to Creation through 
their dreams. 

If they're lucky, those with C-cards will 
awaken, open their eyes and see before them 
the Earth’s largest living organism, the Great 
Barrier Reef. Hidden away in its thousand 
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TP'M TRAVELING WITH A GROUP OF WRITERS, 
most of whom aren’t avid divers. A cou- 
ple of them aren’t even avid travelers and 
actually show up in Australia without 
credit cards (truly a moment for 
“Ripley’s Believe it or Not’’). Early on, 
another even professes she is, “not into 
the Barrier Reef and rain forested-out”’ 
and decides to go sarong shopping 
instead on our next sojourn. 

After a couple of exasperating days, 
with my dive-jones aching and my trav- 
elers feet itching for some adventure, I 
pull underwater photographer Amos 
Nachoum (equally dismayed himself) 
aside and tell him we must mutiny, we 
must stowaway on a dive vessel and hope 
they honor our return ticket when we 
finally make our way back to the airport. 

Leaving behind the sarong-etts, we 
take the bubble-blowing core of the 
group and make our way to Quicksilver’s 
Silverblue day boat, leaving from Port 
Douglas in Tropical North Queensland. 
Finally among like-minded souls, we all 
stare across the early morning horizon of 
blue water, wondering what awaits our 
first giant stride. The slight breeze bears 
the smell of saltwater to ignite our desire. 
Brad, from the New York Post, has prac- 
tically been geared up since we arrived, so 
much is his desire to wet his gills. 

After a quick hour trip to the 
Agincourt Reef site on the barrier reef, 
we are all in the water almost before the 
anchor has settled. We drop over a shal- 
low wall right into a huge school of 
Yellow Striped Snapper. Amos and I 
take turns swimming through the mid- 
dle of it, causing the school to polarize 
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miles of ancient blue wonderland are more than 4,000 . 
marine creatures, from Minke Whales to Potato Cod to Ay & ¢ 


the tiniest of nudibranchs. When sleep overtakes you, 


your connection to Creation will pale in comparison to 
what has been created. And first light will not come soon 
enough. When you feel this, the diver within will cheer. 
For you have descended into Australia’s Story Waters. 


Gommen clownfish. 








After a while, a reef shark ambles past and slowly fins over an 
absolutely classic reef scene—bright red gorgonians, blue-tipped 
staghorn coral and fields of rope and leather coral. Anemones 
and their resident anemonefish bloom all over the reef, and 
anthias, fusiliers and others flow over the reef in clouds of color. 

Back on the boat, we hydrate, change film and start to 
embellish our dives. Brad boards long enough to doff his tank, 
then gets back in the water to snorkel over the shallow top of 
the reef. While the boat motors to the next site, Brad tells us 
what we missed—a cuttlefish, turtle and a couple of small 
rays—all in shallow, bright, clean water and unafraid. We 
secretly curse him. He just smiles. We’ve all learned a lesson: 
Don’t get out of the water. You’ll definitely miss something. 

But that’s a problem, too. Because Queensland is also an out- 
door adventurer’s dream. And in between dives we will spook 
dingoes off the trail in Daintree, the world’s oldest rain forest; 
visit the rain-swollen river at the primeval Mossman Gorge; see 
the famous curtain fig tree and 10-foot pythons deep in the 
Atherton Tablelands; and cruise the croc-infested saltwater 
rivers of the conspicuously-named Cape Tribulation. 

But for now, we turn on our air and jump in for more. As I 
descend, a large form passes me. It turns out to be a large Green 
Turtle. I decide to spend a day-in-the-life with the big guy, so I 
nonchalantly shadow the turtle for the next 55 minutes as it 
makes a grid pattern over the reef. Turns out to be the jackpot 
move of the day as all his friends wait to greet us along the way. 
A big turquoise-colored, calf-sized Maori Wrasse circles a few 
times, and groups of Mardi Gras-colored fairy basslets pop out 
of the carnival-hued hard corals. It is like passing through the 
rainbow’s end. We see fields strewn with Tridacna of all sizes, 
with mantles painted in swirling, topographically designed 
shades of blue or brown. Looking closely, I can spot tiny symbi- 
otic shrimp and crabs, stealthily evolved to blend in. 

Later, while doing a safety stop under the boat, I hear a 
splash overhead. Looking up, I see Brad. This time, though, in 
his rush to get to the shallows, he misses a large school of bar- 
racuda moving in the opposite direction. I can’t wait to tell him. 


Ancient forests above 
and below. Clockwise 
from top: A soft 
coral seascape; the 
cookaburra in the 
old gum tree; a con- 
templative pool at 
Mossman Gorge. 
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GETTING THERE: Air New Zealand (800) 262-1234 www.airnz.com * Qantas Airways www.qantas.com 

FACTS AND TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Topside Climate: In the north (Cairns vicinity), temps average 86°F 
during summer months (Dec. to March); and average 75°F during winter months (June to Sept.). It’s slightly cooler in South Queensland. 
Water Temperature: Varies as much as 10°F by season. Averages 80°F from Cairns to the north, and 75°F off Heron Island. 
Exchange Rate: 1.00 (USD) = 1.95 (AUD). U.S. dollar is easily accepted. Time Difference: EST plus 14 hours. 
LIVE-ABOARDS: Elizabeth E Coral Cruises www.elizabethe.com.au * Mike Ball Dive Expeditions (888) MIKE BALL www.mikeball.com « 
Spirit of Freedom www.flagshipcharters.com.au * Taka Dive www.taka.com.au * Undersea Explorer www.undersea.com.au 

RESORTS, DIVE OPERATORS: Auriga Bay |] www.reefcruises.com.au * Deep Sea Divers Den/Oceanquest www.divers-den.com * 
Diversion Dive Travel www.diversionOZ.com * Down Under Dive www.downunderdive.com.au * Explorer Ventures (800) 322-3577 
www.explorerventures.com * Heron Island (800) 255-9849 www.poresorts.com.au * Pro Dive Cairns www.prodive-cairns.com.au * Quicksilver 
www.quicksilver-cruises.com © Reef Magic Cruises Pty. Ltd. www.reef-magic.com.au * Serica Dive Charters www.sericadiveaustralia.com * Tusa 
Dive Connection www.tusadive.com 

DIVE TRAVEL SPECIALISTS: Asia Transpacific Divers (800) 642-2742 www.southeastasia.com * Destination World (888) 345-4669 
www.destinationworld.com * Eco Challenge Adventure Travel (800) 421-8446 www.brendantours.com * Great Expeditions Travel (888) SNORKEL 
www.greatdivingadventures.com * Inta-Aussie/Inta-Dive (888) 800-DIVE www.inta-aussie.com * OZ Dive (800) 4 PARADISE www.ozdive.com * 
Reef & Rainforest (800) 794-9767 www.reefrainforest.com * South Pacific Island Travel (866) 773-4846 www.spislandtravel.com * South Seas 3 1 
Adventures (800) 576-7327 www.south-seas-adventures.com * The Adventure Company (800) 388-REEF www.adventures.com.au * Trip -N-Tour oo CORAL SEA 
(800) 348-0842 www.trip-n-tour.com * World of Diving (800) 900-7657 www.worldofdiving.com 

RESOURCES: Australian Tourist Commission (800) 433-AUSSIE www.australiacom * Tourism Queensland (310) 697-0207 www.destination 
queensland.com * Dive Queensland, Inc. www.great-barrier-reef.net.au ° Lonely Planet Guide to Australia www.lonelyplanet.com * Moon 
Handbooks: Australia www.moon.com ° Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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and an owl calch a small rodent And snakes, bot danger 
ous and not, slither around the propery and are offen seen 
crossing the pathways. Cool bugs, like rhinoceros beetles, 
crawl about in the underbrush. The soft sand beach seems to 
stretch for miles with not another person in sight 








On our return trip to our home base at Thala Beach Resort, we 
stop by an aboriginal cultural show about the origins of local 
Tjapukai people. During a presentation, the native actors start a 
fire with efficiency that would make a Survivor contestant weep. 
But when I hear the raw, deep tones of the native instrument, the 
didgeridoo (a wind instrument made of a termite-hollowed stick), 
I’m taken into the rhythm of the land. Anytime you see a nature 
show on Australia, it’s the musical instrument you hear in the 
background. They say you don’t buy a didge, it buys you. I leave 
with one that sings my tune, and I play it deep into the night for 
the spirits of the forest. 

By sun-up the next morning (and for the next few mornings), 
the wet-bunch boards one of the day boats run by TUSA out of 
Cairns, headed to Hastings Reef, a 45-minute ride away. You can 
spend days diving here among the thickets of staghorn coral, with 
impressive schools of damsels, anthias and Sweetlips. Going along 
the wall, I encounter a massive giant clam with its iridescent, 
earth-toned mantle. Farther on is a swim-through that leads up 
into the reef, where paired-up butterflyfish and multi-hued 
angelfish bring a color overload to the saturated reef vista. 
Heading out from the wall and over the sandy bottom, there are 
several Whitetip Reef Sharks tucked under the overhangs and 
Bluespotted Rays foraging in the sand. The most compelling thing 
about the Barrier Reef is that every dive is a trek of discovery. 

After our days of diving and exploring Australia’s ancient 
lands, we meet up at Thala Beach for dinner with the entire 
group. The sarong-etts proudly display their shopping scores, 
while we trade stories of encounters with everything from giant 
Potato Cod and color-shifting cuttlefish, to snakes, lorikeets 
and crocodiles. We have explored reefs packed with marine life 


of all manner and forests full of the secrets and sounds of 
ancient peoples. The sarong-etts simply pick up their bags and 
head off to their bungalows. They’ve missed an adventure of a 
lifetime. “** 

Special thanks to TicketPlanet.com. 
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Orr THE EAST COAST OF AFRICA IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, RISE THE GRANITE PEAKS OF A SINKING MOUNTAIN RANGE, 
a remnant of the ancient supercontinent of Pangaea. It is a place where bats take to the air with wingspans 
nearing 3 feet, spiders the size of your fist catch prey as big as birds, and herds of giant tortoise roam the 
plains like dinosaurs. It is a place that time forgot. They call this archipelago the Seychelles. 


Re mig my childhood, romping through the back- 
yore q used to pretend that I was on some grand adven- 
ture. | would imagine myself fighting off sharks, hiking 
through the jungle, climbing high peaks—all in the name 
of discovery. Although the mulch pile doesn’t seem like 
such a high peak anymore rT Cig ml haven’t outgrown those 
yearnings to explore. ; ’ | became a photojour- 
nalist. 2 ay 









jurossi¢ pork 

From the plane window, 
nificent granite peaks off Mahe ii 
Seychelles. Right awav I was enchanted by a exotic beauty 
of these unique islands. Lush vegetation covered most of the 


»Among the 115 islands spread out over 600,000 square miles, there is one that stands out above the rest— 
| a. Less visited than Antarctica or even Everest, it is the most remote of the Seychelles Islands. There are 
GEs'on Earth as inaccessible as this. It is the Galapagos of the East, and it was my expedition’s goal. 


steep hillsides, except for the highest elevations, where bare 
granite, worn smooth by the elements, formed mysterious 
shapes. With such a primordial backdrop, I half expected to 
see pterodactvls circling the peaks. 

Once on the ground, I wanted to explore both the moun- 
tains and the cities, but I didn’t have time. I boarded the 
Indian Ocean Explorer the next morning for its biannual 
expedition to Aldabra. Only about 300 lucky people set foot 
on this island each year, and I was going to be one of them. 

We left Mahe behind on a perfectly flat, cobalt blue sea. 
With 750 miles to go and a hundred rolls of film to shoots fhe 
adventure had officially begun. I took one last, long lople at 
civilization. It would be two weeks before I saw it again, but 
1 wouldn’t miss it. I was already shipping on my wetsuit. 
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idly landscape 
at La Digue. 


EXPEDITION 
TO ALDABRA | 
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For a warm-up dive, we jumped in at a 
wreck called the Ennerdale. As soon as 
we entered the water, a pod of wild dol- 
phins approached us nose to nose. When 
their curiosity was satiated, they bid us 
adieu. Even without that encounter, the 
100-foot plus visibility, Eagle Rays, 
anemone fish and more had made it a 
great first dive. 

For the next seven days we explored 
the islands along the way to Aldabra. In 
contrast to the exposed granite peaks of 
the main islands (Mahe, La Digue and 
Praslin) the outer islands were raised 
coral atolls. Many of them offered sheer 
drop-offs to dive on the outside and 
lagoons to explore on the inside. 


The consummate cosmoledo 

Using the inflatable as an amphibious 
landing craft, we visited the bird 
colonies, witnessed turtles nesting, and 
found rare species of spiders. The most 
fun we had was exploring the lagoons of 
these atolls. Generally the lagoons 
weren't deep enough to warrant scuba 
gear, but from the inflatable we saw 
thousands of young fish, rays and sharks 
swimming around in nature’s nursery. 
This scene was repeated at many of the 
islands that we visited, but of all the 
islands on the way to Aldabra, 
Cosmoledo impressed me the most. 

On land, the birds ruled Cosmoledo 
with bustling, squawking colonies of 
both red-footed and masked boobies. 
Unafraid of humans, some of the boo- 
bies perched on driftwood held up by 
the ship’s crew. Underwater, her reefs 
were alive with hard and soft coral 
of every size, shape and color. An 
enormous variety of tropical fish and 
invertebrates of incredible size had 
made their homes there. We found one 


In contrast to the stark granite seascape 
off the main islands, Aldabra’s waters are 
dominated by sharp color. 
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Spanish Dancer over 15 inches long. It 
was so big that I think I witnessed rival 
families of Emperor Shrimp having a 
border dispute on its back. 

The diversity of life on the reef at 
Cosmoledo was simply incredible by any 
standard. Before I left on this trip, I had 
heard talk of the poor condition of the 
coral in the Indian Ocean due to the last El 
Nifo. But nature is resilient and resource- 
ful. Cold water upwellings protected much 
of the coral, and colonies of new coral 
were repopulating the reefs that had been 
affected. And Cosmoledo was not only 
undamaged, it was in perfect condition. 

We did one final night dive at 
Cosmoledo, pulled anchor and headed 
for Aldabra. That night I rested in the 
comfort of my air-conditioned cabin, 
with my own private bath (all cabins 
have them). My head just inches from 
the porthole, the warm tropical waters of 
the Indian Ocean beckoned to me. From 
time to time, I opened my eyes and 
looked out across the moonlit waves and 
felt the steady vibration of the engines. 
It meant we were going somewhere, 
somewhere far from civilization. Finally 
I fell asleep, dreaming of the deep and 
the countless, unknown creatures that 
passed under our hull during the night. 


alas. ..aldabra 

The next morning I awoke like a kid 
on Christmas Day, eager to get my first 
glimpse of this fabled land. Arabic in 
origin, Aldabra may have meant 
“green” for the lagoon that it is famous 
for. I just sat there taking it all in. 

“You going to sit there and stare all 
day, or are we going diving?” asked 
David Rowat, manager of the /ndian 
Ocean Explorer. “Come,” he said, “the 
tide waits for no man.” 

The tides certainly didn’t 
wait for anything as they 
filled and emptied Aldabra’s 
55-square-mile lagoon twice 
a day. The entirety of that 
water moved in and out 
through only four channels, 
the majority of it through 
just one, very narrow, 100- 
foot-deep channel. Any crea- 
ture wanting to get in or out 
of the lagoon had to run the 
gauntlet of six- to eight-knot 
currents and myriad preda- 


ee 





tors waiting in ambush along the canyon 
walls of the Main Channel. This was the 
highlight of diving Aldabra. 
Accompanied by schools of batfish 
and Humpback Snapper, we wasted no 
time in drifting the channel. A school 
of Bumphead Parrotfish appeared like 
ghostly apparitions in front of us. 
Green Turtles darted about, keeping a 
wary eye over their shoulder for any- 
thing that might come at them from the 
canyon walls. Giant Potato Cod waited 
behind twisted sculptures of limestone 
carved by the endless tides. It was a 








A Gray Reef Shark comes in fora 
Closer look off the main islands of 
the Seychelles. 


accompanied by schools of batfish and humpback snapper, We wasted no time 

in drifting the channel. a school of bumphead parrotfish appeared like ghostly apparitions in 
front of US. green turtles darted about, Keeping a wary eye over 

their shoulder for anything that might come at them from the canyon walls 


surreal experience. One we would 
repeat several times during our visit. 


After a couple of dives, I was anxious 
to see more of the island that I had 
heard so much about. It was our plan to 
visit the small settlement where several 
scientists, the park ranger and their 
support staff live. They are the only 


human residents on Aldabra. 

Due to the low tide, we couldn’t land 
the inflatable at the settlement beach, so 
we decided to try the back entrance, 


through the West Channel. But with the 
tide so low, we needed to wade through 
the lagoon the rest of the way. Walking 
between 10-foot-tall mushroom-like 
coral formations, I was lost in the midst 
of an alien landscape. 

We found the trail and had started 
toward the settlement when we heard a 
loud crashing noise coming from the trees 
ahead of us. Twigs and branches snapped 
and groaned until they finally gave way to 
nature’s Sherman Tank, a 200-pound 
giant land tortoise. It didn’t seem to notice 
us as it ambled through our group on its 


way to graze. Aldabra has a resident giant 
land tortoise population of about 
150,000—10 times more than Galapagos. 
Also from the trail, we spotted an 
Aldabra fruit bat hanging upside 
down from a low tree branch. With its 
furry white face, it was no wonder 
they are also called flying foxes. In 
fact, it not only looked a lot like a fox 
with wings, it was about the same size. 
When it finally got tired of my shutter 
snapping, the 747 of bats took to the 
air to find a quieter hangout. I think it 
probably appeared as a blip on some 
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hate Watson s 
Undersea Adventures 


Delivers the Experience of Diving 


AANADU 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 















Xanadu Ul atelelasters| 
Adventures, Freeport 
Bahamas - Offers up to ~ 
four dives daily including ,/= 
night dives, wrecks, hand 
feeding sharks, walls, 
instruction and rental. Enjoy our private beach, 
pool & tennis. We’re minutes from golf, casino 
& shopping. 3 day, 2 night packages starting at 
Teton 0100 0) oF 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.html 
Email: xanadu@nealwatson.com 








SCUBA BIMINI 
DIVE CENTER 





Scuba Bimini Undersea Adventures, Bimini 
Bahamas — Just a few short miies across the 
Gulfstream. but a worid away. Wrecks, reefs and 
wails, tons of outstanding 

Marine life, located at 3 
newly remodeled hotel with ee 
restaurant and bar. PADI | 
dive instructors on staff. 3 
day, 2 night packages start- 
ing at 234.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.html 
Email: bimini@nealwatson.com 








Land Shark Divers 
Resort - Nassau 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 













yy: WAN = Nassau’s only dedicated 
( & ie dive hotel. Unlimited tanks 
pr 4 eee eT for shore dives up to four 
a Tene F 2 dives a day. Shark Dives! All 2” a 
F\ inclusive room, meals, local 


beer & rum punch. Activities 
Be ~. for non-divers NAUI/Universal Referral Facility. 
Digital Underwater Photography Center. 3 day, 2 
bi night all inclusive dive packages starting at 
r =a $300.00. (800) 327-8150 
iki | andshark@nealwatson com 
www.neaiwatson.com/nassau.html 


















AQUA DIVE 


Experience the best in diving right now. 
| UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


Call immediately to book your dive vacation. 
in the US and Canada Cail Toll Free at Located on Ambergris a 


or Beli t the tremens 
1-800-327-81 50 : 3 Sunbreeze Hotel aul fleet ee 
| of six 26-42 foot boats Mitten 


(954) 462-3400 or (954) 462-41 00 FAX: — stands ready to Service your ive a 
PO BOX 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335- 1766. Local Diving & Snorkeling * Turneffe Atoll Blue 


Hole « PADI resort, referral, scuba instructions 


E-miail us: info@nealwatson.com & Open water certifications. 


8 day 7 night packages starting at $599 00 
Get information 24 hours a day at (800) 641-2994 @ belize@neaiwatson.com 


www ALLEL CRIT com 3 www.nealwatson.com/belize.htm| Bikes 
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NEAL WATSON'S 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 








WALKER'S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 













Walker's Cay-The World's 
Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean 
reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous 
Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a 
mere 10 minute boat ride from the dive center. 
Walker’s Cay, a private island resort, home of 
ESPN’s Walker’s Cay Chronicles. 


Stay four or more nights and get your open 
water qualifying dives, or an upgrade to 
Advanced Open Water Diver, absolutely free! 


3 Days/2 Nights 
$396 


o}emoLeliTol(emererels] er LALA 


Deluxe Air-conditioned Room 
Room Taxes & Gratuities 
3 Dives Daily 
Complimentary Arrival and Departure 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 
Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


Toll Free US 
800-513-525/ 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 


ATUL OM /AWAWAWARS-UNC LES) 0 MO] ITANIC UL ¢c] OS ALGO 
Email: walkers@nealwatson.com 


Skin Diver e seuchelles 


GETTING THERE: No visas required, but a $100 
® environmental charge” and $20 departure tax 
J are applied to all visitors. Whether you plan 
to visit Aldabra or have a lot of fun and 
adventure in the main islands of 
Seychelles, it may be easier than 
thought. You only have to fly to London, — 
then board a direct flight to the Seychelles. British Air and 
Seychelles both fly there. If you're flying Air Seychelle 
snorkel and a bikini might bring you right up to 
baggage weight limit, so pack lightly. 


IN OCEAN 


FACTS & TIPS: Best 
Time To Visit: Being so close to the 
equator, the Seychelles are fine to visit year round, 
but the peak weather conditions seem to be November to 
December and March to April. Those are the times when the Indian 
Ocean Explorer makes the trip to Aldabra. Topside Climate: 
Tradewinds make May to October the dry season. Monsoons make January the wettest month, while every month the temperature fluc- 
tuates between 75 and 88°F, and the humidity stays around 80% Water Temperature: 82 to 84°F. Exchange Rate: 
$1.00 US = 5.61 SCR (Seychelles Rupee). Time Difference: EST plus nine hours. 
LIVE-ABOARDS, DIVE OPERATORS & RESORTS: Coral Strand Hote! www.coralstrand.com * Indian Ocean Explorer (888) 
437-8456 www.loexplorer.com 
RESOURCES: UK Seychelles Tourist Office 44-20-8741-6262 www.seychelles.uk.com * Underwater Centre Seychelles 
www.diveseychelles.com.sc * Lonely Planet Guide to Seychelles www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


that mulch pile in my driveway and wait 
for the next call to the wild. 


airport’s radar screen. 

We finally made it to the research sta- 
tion in time for the sunset. We watched as 
the sun, sinking into the sea, illuminated 
distant storms on the horizon. Mean- 
while, nearer to shore, the fins of dozens 
of Blacktip Sharks cut the muirror-like 
surface of the water just off the 
beach. ‘These sharks are the con- 
stant companions of the scientists 
that live there. 

For the rest of the week, I 
photographed those Blacktip 
Sharks, the Main and West 
Channel dives, Eagle Rays, trop- 
ical fish and more unusual nudi- 
branchs underwater. Above, we 
explored the alien terrain of 
these fossilized coral islands and 
the enormous lagoon. For a 
nature lover, it was an overdose 
of stimuli. 


Special thanks to David Rowat and the 
Indian Ocean Explorer, the Coral Strand 
Hotel, Glynis Sanders and the Underwater 
Centre Seychelles. 
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Before I knew it, I was flying in 
the chartered plane back to Mahe. 
The trip that had taken us a week 
by water took only two and a half 
hours by air. 

The adventure had to come to 
an end. Indeed, I had fought off 
sharks (or at least photographed 
them), hiked through jungles and 
encountered alien animals, but 
once again it was time to return to 





A Marbled Eel shows itsy *~ S3 
good side for all the ae 
world to see. 





SeyVeCHeLLeS 


Come Dive With Us in Seychelles 
World Renowned Sites 


3 - 14 Night Adventures 
Alia [ate {rela @lazrelal => 4e)le)a=)s 
fN(e lele)go Mm \,elg (ell m(=lgiue(e(=t yi a= i. p 


se (@) bfelle) cs maclan| 
Talat=imee ak @10 i=) (el are M ob.4 ele li a(elart: info@IOExplorer.com 


1-888-437-8456 +1-352-401-5678 


oe a 
ATLANTIS 
DIVE 
CENTER , © 


Largest Dive Operation in the Keys-4 boats * 23 Years Experience 
World Famous “Creature Feature” © 2 Dive Trips Daily 
3 Snorkel/Glassbottom Trips Daily 
NAUI/YMCA Instructor Trainer Institute 
PADI Instruction 0/W thru D/M ¢ Hotel/Dive/Air Package 
800-331-34783 ¢ 305-451-1320 
www.captainslate.com 


dive@captainslate.com 
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BY MICHELLE DANNER 


Dive the World 


IF YOURE LIKE ME, YOU DREAM 
of one day seeing the entire 
world. You look at your globe, 
spin it around and point out tiny 
islands in the middle of the great 
oceans, wondering, What’s it like 
there? What 1s the culture lke? 
What is the diving lke? How the 
heck would I get there? 

And if you’re like me, you 
want an easy answer. You want 
to look in one place to find out 
everything. The web has made 
travel easier, but Skin Diver 
Online’s (SDO) Dive Atlas of 
the World has made it simple. 





The Dive Atlas of the World is a 
comprehensive world map to diving. It 
is separated into 12 sections: East 
Coast of the United States, Tropical 
Atlantic, Caribbean, Western Amer- 
icas, Central Pacific, Western Pacific, 
Red Sea, South Africa, Indian Ocean, 
Southeast Asia, Coral Sea and South 
Pacific. Each section details numerous 
dive locations and has links to resorts 
and dive operators. 


The web has made 
travel easier, but Skin 
Diver Online’s Dive Atlas 
of the World has 
made it simple. 


If you need even more information 
on a specific dive destination, you can 
also check out SDO’s travel section. 
With archived Skin Diver articles, take 
a virtual trip with any one of Skin 
Diver’s travel writers. Simply click on 
your desired location, and you'll be on 
your way to your next dive vacation, 
whether it’s a small island in the South 
Pacific or a short drive from home. 





Bahamas 
Belize 
Bonaire 


Caymans 


Costa Rica 


Cobalt Coast & Dive Tech Gr 


The newest dedicated dive resort on Grand Cayman. Located away 
from the hustle & bustle of 7 Mile Beach in the quiet northwest corner of the 
island! The best shorediving in Grand Cayman is located directly in 
front of the resort and of course unlimited shorediving included in 
the dive packages, 2 tank morning boat dives included and 
afternoon dives available. Swimming pool, Jacuzzi, full service 
restaurant & bar directly on property. Made to order breakfast daily 
included in dive packages. There is not a better dedicated-dive 
property on Grand Cayman! 


Curacao 
Dominica 
Galapagos 

Guam 
Honduras 
Fiji 

Palau 


Truk 
Traders Ridge the only 5 star resort on the island of YAP! With 
competitive prices to all other resorts on YAP! The only swimming 

Turks pool on YAP! Personal room steward assigned to your room for 

& Caicos your convenience. Resort is styled in unique 1800's Victorian 
architecture. Cultural tours arranged at resort as well. Come see 
the famous Manta Rays of YAP and stay in style. Sea Kayaking 
Solomons available at resort as well, as world class diving. This is a perfect 

combination trip with Palau as well. Call and book your space today! 


St. Luca 


Yap 












HammerHeads 
Keep the Dive 
Memories Alive 
With Underwater 
Photography 


THE NEW YEAR IS HERE, AND 
in addition to welcoming 2002 
with a variety of upcoming 
dive events, the HammerHeads 
have created an exciting new 
underwater imaging program 


/ s 


DIVECLUBNEWS 


EDITED BY RYAN ALLEN 
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that will capture the memories 

of the past and the memories- 

to-be of the future. With the 
help of sponsors Kodak and 
Sea & Sea Underwater Photography, this 
program shows members the fun and 
ease of capturing dive memories through 
photography. 

To kick-off the program, all chapters 
were encouraged to select one member 
to take on the role as the official Head 
Snapper—the member who is the 
biggest photography enthusiast. Head 
Snapper duties include offering photo 
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Pelic tures 
Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives 
Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 
top quality equipment. 

Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to 

6 days of unlimited diving for $325 

Full service and fun marina pier, including great 
bar/restaurant on the water. 

For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 © Fax: 011 (297) 872315 


P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba 
E- mall: sluts -aruba@setamet. aw e i 50 www. ad ll -aruba.com 


5 Star 


: Variety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! 
S150 for 5 tanks/S300 for 7 days unlimited diving 

- Three locations: Sonesta, Hyatt & Marriott Resorts 

* One and two-tank dives, night & wreck dives 

- Boat, Kayak and shore diving from Sonesta’s private island 


877-RED-SAIL 


ie = t) Aruba Sonesta Beach Resort | 


° A private 40-acre island with beaches and secluded 
coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical 
wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill 

* 15 international restaurants and cafes 

* Our own world-class marina 

° 24-hour entertainment and 2 casinos 


Packages see your travel 


Special 


(twadonna Group Rates 


(turibbean Tours: 


) _/ ry (> 
www.caradonna.com 600-35 y 4 ae LLSBO 


sales@caradonna.com 


Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 
Budget to luxury accommodations available 
eT eS tania. from ede isbn aie 
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“Lebo, Nar . 


Gold Palm Resort 


PADI Dive Center 


For complete Sonesta Dive 


agent or call Red Sail Sports at 


advice and tips during dive events, work- 
ing with select Sea & Sea retailers to host 
educational workshops, and identifying 
and helping to coordinate fun under- 
water photography dive trips. 

Members can visit www.h-heads.com 
and go to the HammerHeads online 
newsletter, Shark Bites, for the under- 
water imaging tip of the month. 


For more information on the Hammer Heads 
or the Head Snapper program, please contact 
Lydia Eldridge at (858) 616-6408, or e- 
mail her at lydiae@dema.org. 


Rec. Divers 
of Rochester 


SINCE ITS FOUNDING 

in 1977, Rec. Divers of 

Rochester, NY, has been involved in 
numerous dive trips, fundraising activ- 
ities and community outreach events. 
They’ve held scuba swapmeets, corre- 
sponded with legislative leaders over 
important dive-related legal issues, and 
helped spread the word about diving 
and dive safety. 

Rec. Divers is an active club, with 
more than 20 dive-related functions 
each dive season. Last year’s planned 
dives included a Niagara River drift 
dive; Lake Erie; a seal dive in Glouster, 
MA; and trips to North Carolina and 
Ontario, Canada, among other destina- 
tions. Through fundraising and mem- 
bership dues, the club’s treasury often 
helps fund club trips. On extended trips 
(typically a weekend or longer), the club 
frequently underwrites a portion of the 
costs. On shorter trips, it might choose 
to pay for air used on the dives. 

During the off-season, Rec. Divers 
normally offers talks on dive technolo- 
gies, equipment, trends and travel. The 
club also takes part in other activities 
that include members’ non-diving 
friends and family, such as wine-tasting 
tours, picnics and campouts. 

Members can attend monthly meet- 
ings and receive a monthly newsletter. 
In addition, the club publishes The Dive 
Book, a guide to local scuba diving. 


For more info, visit www.ggm.org/recdivers. 


Send your club news to 


FlitileCyelguatreltlagliemaeliie 
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Cayman Celebrates the Seas 


ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST DESIRABLE 
destinations among scuba divers is the 
Cayman Islands, and come January 19 
to 26, 2002, the three-island nation 
plays host to a major diving extravagan- 
za called “Celebration of the Seas.” 
Industry professionals and manufactur- 
ers will gather to show off the hottest 
new equipment and dive gear, while 
dive enthusiasts can enjoy seminars 
and demonstrations led by such lumi- 
naries as oceanographer Jean-Michel 
Cousteau and acclaimed underwater 
photographer Cathy Church. 
Celebration of the Seas brings to- 
gether dive equipment manufacturers, 
training organizations and retailers. 
Dive enthusiasts can learn about the 
latest techniques or contribute to the 
issues of the day, as well as test the lat- 
est gear and equipment, while enjoying 
some of the best diving the world has to 
offer. Among the many options are boat 
dives, night dives, shore diving, techni- 
cal dives and underwater photography. 
Divers can also choose between full 
certification and resort courses. A gala 
dinner honoring inductees into the 


International Scuba Diving Hall of 
Fame caps the week’s activities. 

‘““We’re very pleased to host what we 
hope will become a fixture on every- 
one’s annual dive calendar,” said Pilar 
Bush, Director of U.S. Sales and 
Marketing at the Department of 
Tourism. “We couldn’t think of a more 
exciting backdrop for enthusiasts of the 
sport to meet, develop the spirit of 
camaraderie and enhance their knowl- 
edge and skill of scuba diving than in 
the Cayman Islands.” 

Celebration of the Seas will offer 
morning seminars, mini exhibits, 
demonstration boats and evening par- 
ties, as well as a film festival sponsored 
by Skin Diver magazine and a lively 


island-style concert. 

“This event is not just for the 
grown-ups,” says Bush. “There’s 
a host of fun activities that will 
certainly capture the attention 
of the kids and keep them 
entertained both in and out of 
the water.” 

One activity that children can experi- 
ence is SASY (Supplied Air Snorkeling 
for Youth) which allows the little ones 
from as young as six to experience the 
underwater world with a buoyancy 
device that eliminates the need for the 


Wri Is 


Exploring the Aquarium 
off,Grand Cayman. 





traditional snorkel. 

To book a “Celebration of the 
Seas” dive package, call (866) 
7-CAYMAN or visit www.dive 
cayman.ky/ celebration for more 
information. 


CEAN DIVERS YOUR NO, 


CriOICE IN Trl& FLORIDA KEVS? 


e DIVE THE PROLIFIC REEFS OF PENNEK AMP 


PARK & THE KEY LarGco NATIONAL 
MarINE SANCTUARY 


e COMING SOON: THE LARGEST SHIP EVER 
SUNK FOR DIVING, THE 5IO-FT. LSD 32” 
SPIEGEL GROVE” 


e US Coast GUARD Cutters Bias & DUANE 


e "CuURIST OF THE ABYSS” STATUE 


e DivVE witH OCEAN DIVERS ABOARD THEIR 


BRAND NEW DIVE BOAT "SANTANA”, 46 FT. 


OF PURE LUXURY: FRESHWATER SHOWERS WITH 


SHAMPOO AND CONDITIONER, FRESH FRUIT 
AFTER EVERY DIVE AND THE MOST FRIENDLY 


SERVICE-ORIENTED STAFF IN KEY LARGO 


Y _MARINA DEL MAR 


VISIT US 


AT: WWW.©O 


CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
TOLL FREE 877-361-1113 


CEANDIVERS.C 


Call for a free catalog © 
or to order our 
demonstration video. 


Diver-hel 
mag 


Fishers Pulse 6X and &X detectors detect 


all metals, on land and underwater. 


Their Diver Mag 1 is a super sensitive detector ; 
for iron/steel targets and works equally well alive and below water. All are built for 


commercial operations and have both audio and visual readouts. Interchangeable 
coils are available for the Pulse 6X and 8X. 


Depressor Wing 


Underwater 
Metal 


Detector Mini Camera 


JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton, WA 02718 USA ¢ (800J822-4744 


¢ Tel. (508)822-7330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-8949 © email: jwfishers@aol.com © www.jwfishers.com 


KEY LARGO, FLORIDA , 
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A Great Barracuda flanked by Horse-Eye Jacks at 
the City of Washington wreck. 
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Stream 


text and photograplry by arty Snyderman 





| was in Key Largo, Florida, as a 
cinematographer for the Discovery 
Channel, when | filmed a wonderful 
encounter at a cleaning station. A 
gathering of cleaner gobies provided 
services to several large barracuda, 
a Nassau Grouper, a chub and a 
variety of snapper. That day, | was 
able to work from only a foot or so 
away from the wide open mouth of 
a barracuda, while the gobies 
darting about inside of the ‘cuda’s 
mouth as the cleaner worked 
between those savage fangs. 


As impressed as I was by that set of dental hard- 
ware, I was becoming equally impressed with our 
shoot location. Prior to working on this film, I had 
not dived Key Largo and mistakenly thought of 
the Pennecamp Park area as the only diving there. 
I envisioned scenes of snorkelers at the Christ of 
the Abyss statue, shallow, easily diveable reefs and 
colorful schools of snappers and grunts by the 
thousands. I knew the area would be pretty, but I 
did not expect big animals, nor did I expect my 
adrenaline to flow. I was blown away by the variety 
of fish, and not just the small, colorful species. 
Every day we saw Caribbean Reef Sharks, Nurse 
Sharks, tarpon, Jewfish or Southern Stingrays. 
There were big Green Morays, Spotted Morays, 
schools of Horse-eye Jacks, snappers, Atlantic 
Spadefish, big groupers and so much more. In 
fact, more than 500 species of fish inhabit the 
surrounding reefs. 

After we had the cleaning footage in the can, we 
dived again that night with hopes of filming a bar- 
racuda “sleeping.” (Actually, ’cudas don’t sleep, at 
least not as we know it. Instead, they sometimes 
enter a state of “torpor,” in which they zonk out 
in what seems to be a fog that is between con- 
sciousness and sleep.) It was close to 10:00 P.M. by 
the time we had the boat positioned, the camera 
loaded and the lights in the water. As soon as I 
slipped in, I saw a school of baitfish swarming in 
front of the movie lights, which were suspended 
below the boat. As I swam down to grab the lights, 
a silver torpedo shot through the school, which 
promptly scattered helter-skelter. I thought I 


SKIN DIVER JANUARY 2002 59 












A Porkfish on the move. 





heard a loud crunch as the “torpedo” 
struck its target, then I noticed a bunch 
of scales floating in the water just in 
front of the lights. At about the same 
time, I realized that the torpedo was 
one of several barracudas lurking in the 
distant shadows. No doubt about it, the 
real life game of predator and prey 
was underway. 

For the next 45 minutes, the ’cudas 
worked the baitfish. The school seemed 
drawn to the combination of the boat’s 
anchoring lights and my movie lights, 
but continuously moved, swarming, 
tightening, scattering and regrouping as 
it went. All the while, a handful of hun- 
gry cudas worked the school by making 
sudden rushes from above, below, in 
front and to the side. 

The whole scene took 
place just 





lime pie... 





Christ of the Abyss. 
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above the wreck of much life in the reef communities off 












Washington, a once proud, two-masted Key Largo. 
sailing ship that — 
served U.S. forces 


during the Spanish- 
American 
War in 1898, 
before finally 
meeting her 
fate years 
later. Today, 
the wreck is 
one of Key 
Largo’s most popular 
dive sites. The 325- 
foot-long wreck rests 
in roughly 25 feet of water at a site 
known as The Elbow. This area is so 
named because this “bend in the reef” 


makes it the closest to 
the Gulf Stream, 


Ranging from Carysfort Reef to the 
east and Molasses Reef to the west, 11 of 
Key Largo’s most 
popular dive sites lie 
in a narrow, 20-miles- 


Stream that yields so The sites on the inner 


and asaresult, clear, long, 2-miles-wide 

blue water is very strip within the 

Ro common. It is the bounds of the Key 

fw Sy proximity and influ-§ Largo National 

wt), J ence of the Gulf Marine Sanctuary. 
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Finding an active cleaning station 
required little more than falling off the 
boat.... Turtles were as common as key 


Skin Diver e Key Largo, Florida 


GETTING THERE: Key Largo is roughly an hour south of 
the Miami airport. Most divers just drive down. 
FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round; but storm 
season culminates in August and September. Topside Climate: Summer 


months average 85°F; winter months average mid-70s; Water Temperature: Low 70 to low 80°F 
Exchange Rate: U.S. dollar. Time Difference: £51. RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS: American Diving Headquarters 


(800) 634-8464 www.americandiving.com * Amy Slate’s Amoray Dive Resort (800) 4-AMORAY www.amoray.com * Aqua-Nuts Divers & Kellys 
on the Bay (800) 226-0415 www.aqua-nuts.com ° Capt. Slate's Atlantis Dive Center (800) 331-3483 www.captainslate.com ° 

Coral Reef Park (305) 451-6322 www.pennecamppark.com * Divers Direct Outlet (305) 451-0815 

www.diversdirect.com * Dixie Divers (800) FLA-DIVE www.dixiedivers.com * Horizon Divers (800) 984-DIVE 

www.horizondivers.com ° It'sA Dive (800) 809-9881 www.itsadive.com ° Key Largo Undersea Park (Home of 


Jules Undersea Lodge) (305) 451-2353 www.jul.com * Ocean Divers (800) 451-1113 www.oceandivers.com 
Paradise Charters of Key (305) 453-0909 www.paradisecharters.net * Quiesence Diving Services (305) 451-2440 www.quiesence.com * Scuba Network (800) 935-DIVE www.scubanetwork.com 
Sea Dwellers Dive Center (800) 451-3640 www.sea-dwellers.com © Seafarer Fish & Dive Resort (800) 599-7712 www.keylargoparadise.com * Silent World Dive Center (800) 966-3483 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com * World Watersports (305) 451-0118 www.worldwatersports.com 
RESOURCES: Florida Tourism Board www.flausa.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


reef are well-protected, while those on 
the outside lie along an outer bank on the 
edge of the Gulf Stream, where life 
abounds and anything goes. 

For me, the real surprise was the vari- 
ety of fish and the number of commonly 
occurring species that inhabited the 
reefs. Everyday we saw brilliantly col- 
ored Fairy Basslets, snappers, grunts, 
spadefish, Sergeant Majors, jacks, hog- 
fish and angelfish. Finding an active 
cleaning station required little more than 
falling off the boat and opening my eyes. 
Turtles were as common as key lime pie, 
and the protected reefs were crawling 
with spiny lobsters and a variety of col- 
orful crabs. The coral reefs were also 
alive with soft corals and rainbow- 
bright sponges. 

The vast majority of the diving in 
Key Largo is on reefs that are less 
than 30 feet deep. Certainly there 
are some deeper wrecks and a few 


Scrawled Cowfish. 


drop-offs, but most of the diving is both 
shallow and easy. The majority of the 
reefs are spur and groove formations, 
with enough relief to give marine crea- 
tures plenty of places to call home. I had 
also heard of the world-renowned dives 
on the wrecks of the Duane and the Bibb, 
which rest on the bottom outside of the 
sanctuary. A former Coast Guard cutter, 
the Duane served proudly in World War 
II as her crew rescued survivors of a 
British merchant ship, and teamed up 
with her sister ship, the Spencer, to sink a 
German U-boat. The wreck, an intact 
and impressive structure, lies in an area 
that is often in the eddies of the Gulf 
Stream. As a result, the current can run 


Caribbean Spiny. Lobster. 
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pretty hard, but the marine life and view 
are easily worth the effort. The Duane is 
swarming with barracudas, a big Jewfish 
or two, thick schools of jacks, snappers, 
an occasional shark, and we regularly 
spotted a substantial number of Wahoo 
while making our safety stops. It was a 
dive typical of Key Largo: A great mix 
of big-animal adrenaline and small crea- 
ture fascination. 

When our crew left Key Largo, I 
knew we had our “film in the can.” And 
I’m already looking forward to the 
sequel, so long as it requires a return 
trip to the edge of the Gulf Stream. ** 


Special thanks to Captain Spencer Slate. 


i 
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S a Slightly twisted travel writer for 20 
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Joyride: Spotted Southern Stingrays. 
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A diver prepares to descend though Mary’s Place. Feeling a bit like Castaway at West End. 
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ven though I’ve made more than a hundred trips to the Caribbean, it remains one of my favorite destinations. Some 
of my best assignments have been to Honduras to dive the Bay Islands. And I’m not just saying that because they 


gave me a swanky beach house. This has nothing to do with it. Seriously, in addition to the spine-tingling diving, 


there are lots of reasons I love the Bay Islands. One, of course, is Salva Vida beer. Sure, I like the ice-cold, refreshing taste, 


but it’s the thought behind the name that really gets my vote (Salva Vida translates to Life Saver). In the U.S., LifeSavers 


are sugar candies. In Honduras, it’s the beer that saves your life. Ya gotta love an attitude like that. 


Like me, others have apparently fall- 
en in love with the Bay Island charm, 
because over the years, more divers 
keep coming. As a result, there are more 
resorts, a wider selection of restaurants 
and a troubling number of real 
estate agents with bad hair. 
Hey, you take the good with 
the bad. Even though the 
growth has been climbing 
steadily, the Bay Islands have 
retained their sex appeal. 
They’re still the lush, moun- 
tainous, tropical islands that 
made them popular with 
mariners hundreds of years 
ago and with divers of today. 
And from my vantage point, 
the diving just keeps getting 
better. Hom’s that? you ask. 
Better? Really? Well, my skep- 
tical friend, I'll explain. 

Reason one: Dive operators 
put down a new wreck every 
few years to add to the healthy 
collection. Reason two: The 
dolphin diving program at the 
Institute for Marine Research 
(at Anthony’s Key Resort) has 
been wildly successful. People 
can snorkel with the dolphins 
on a waist-deep sandbar, or 
dive with them on a field of 
sand in 60 feet. Either way, it’s 
a rush. Not only that, but the 
IMR has dolphin shows, edu- 
cational classes, kids’ camps 
and a plethora of other cool 
marine-related stuff. Reason 
three: Bay Islanders have a 
sound sense of environment, 
so the reefs are well-protected. 
Perhaps the best example of 
this is Mary’s Place, a jagged crack in 
the reef on the south side of Roatan 
that was closed for almost five years 
because divers nearly finned it to death. 
Now, Mary is back and as pristine as 
ever. Reason four: A well-orchestrated 








shark dive is now available (also along 
the south shore of Roatan). Reason 
five: Utila (the westernmost island) has 
more Whale Sharks sightings than any- 
where else in the Caribbean. Reason 


ire kept pristine and 
say Islanders. 
739 ee 





giant Darrel sponges 
sponges hanging off Roatan’s wails. 








six: The viz still goes 100 feet or better 
most of the time. Reason seven: The 
dive boats have gotten bigger, faster 
and more comfortable. Certainly there 
are many more reasons, but if I explain 
everything you’ll just stay home mak- 





ing a bigger dent in the couch and live 
vicariously through me. 

The good news is that most of the 
resorts have upgraded since I first 
began visiting this area. Translation: 
They’ve tried to meet the 
needs of hopelessly spoiled 
modern travelers like you and 
me. That means air-condi- 
tioned rooms, telephones, the 
works. But if you still want the 
screen porch, ceiling fan expe- 
rience, you can find it. Which 
leads us to Roatan’s West End. 
With its postcard beach and 
sunset views, West End _ has 
developed rapidly. But, for the 
most part, West End is the Bay 
Island’s low-budget destina- 
tion. Hammocks can be rented 
for a few bucks a night. This 
has proven popular mostly to 
Euro-adventurers living on 
pocket change and _ saving 
money on less important items 
like food and laundry. 

Unfortunately, one element 
that hasn’t changed too much 
around the Bay Islands are the 
“no-see-’ems.”” They love to 
chew on tourists and the 
islands have lots of ’em (both 
bugs and tourists). So, bug 
spray always has been and 
continues to be as essential as 
sunscreen for your travel bag. 

But the bugs don’t seem to 
deter the backpackers who 
blissfully find their way from 
West End of Roatan to the 
island of Utila, another bar- 
gain zone. Many of the guide- 
books list Utila as the least 
expensive island in the Caribbean to get 
certified. About a dozen dive stores on 
the island serve that impecunious 
crowd. But for the best diving, I recom- 
mend either the Utila Lodge or the 
Laguna Beach Resort, both of which 
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and Beach Resort 
BELCSAUOUMTE 


Escape to Dive Special 


From $5533 Per person 
: 7 Nights 


For travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding holidays) 

Package includes: Airport transfers, welcome cocktail, 

accommodation with air conditioning, 3 meals a day, free use of kayaks, unlimited 
snorkeling, unlimited shore day/night diving, 

3 boat dives daily, | night boat dive, ...and much much more. 








With bullant- while vand beaches, 

of a frat claws beach resort, you might 
thick iin lac in, tho Medi uamenos 
~< 


In the U.S. call: "* 
SEACST RESORT 


800/6762826 Dive MARIA 


WWW-FANTASYISLANDRESORT.COM 








The old French Harbor Yacht Club is 
back in business as the 4-star Roatan Dive 
& Yacur Cus. 

As part of the refurbishment, the 
restaurant was redone and is run by an 
international chef who knows how to 
please every palate. There is also an 
Internet Café, and the French Harbor 
ocean view rooms have new furnishings. 

The on-site dive op- 
eration visits some 
of the Caribbean's 
best dive sites: Mary's Place and 
Enchanted Forest are just minutes away. 

And the Bay Estanps Beach Resort now 
features an authentic Wino Cane Historic 
Vintace, which provides a snapshot of 
Roatan’s village life over the last 150 
years. The village offers traditional cook- 
ing, an international bazaar and bush doc- 
tor remedies. The church even has mock 
weddings, which bring the fascinating his- 
tory of the islands alive. 

For more information, see the Skin Diver 
Guide below. 


cater to the all-inclusive traveler. 
They’re laid back, comfortable and, 
in my humble opinion, the only way 
to dive Utila. 

On top of the the frequent Whale 
Shark sightings, Utila also has some 
very cool shallow seamounts and 
vibrant fring- 
ing reefs to 
the south, 
which make excellent second or 
third dives of the day. Morning dives 
are best reserved for Utila’s sheer 
walls. A line of dramatic walls wraps 
around the southeast point of the 
island, parallel to the northern 
shoreline. This deep-water channel 
is also known as the Whale Shark 
Corridor. Utila’s underwater variety 
is its strong suit, not to mention 
some colorful hole-in-the-wall bars 
and a few great beaches. 




























q . Skin Diver ¢ The Bay Islands 


OD) GETTING THERE: Continental is now scheduling service, and TACA is also expanding their 


routes, with direct flights from the major hubs of Los Angeles, San Francisco, New Orleans, 






Houston and Miami. You can also travel to Roatan via San Pedro Sula with American Airlines, 
then onward to Roatan with Islena Airlines. FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: 
Year-round; hot in summer, a tiny bit cooler in winter. There’s a remote chance of hurricanes in 
August through ‘September. Topside Climate: Tropical, hot and moist. Water 
Temperature: Summer, low to mid 80s°F; winter, ranging high 70s to low 80s°F. Exchange Rate: 
1.00 (USD) = 15 Limperas. U.S. dollar is easily accepted Time Difference: EST minus | hour. Live-aboards: Bay 
Islands Aggressor Ill (800) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS: Roatan: Anthony's Key Resort 
(800) 443-0717 www.anthonyskey.com * Bay Islands Beach Resort (800) 4-ROATAN www.bibr.com * Coco View Resort (800) 282-8932 
www.roatan.com/cocoview.html * Dive Roatan (at Paya Bay Resort) (888) 662-2466 www.payabay.com * Fantasy Island Beach Resort (800) 
676-2826 www.fantasyislandresort.com ° Inn of Last Resort (888) 238-8266 www.innoflastresort.com * Reef House (800) 328-8897 
www.reefhouseresort.com © Roatan's Dive and Yacht Club (011) 504-455-5233 www.roatanyachtclub.com Wrest End: (Budget 
Accommodations) Suefio Del Mar/Sea Breeze Hote! (800) 298-9009 www.suenodelmar.com Guanaja: Bayman Bay Club (800) 524-1823 
www.baymanbayclub.com * Guanaja Reef Club (for property) (757) 787-3811 www.guanajareefclub.com * Nautilus Dive (at Crystal Beach 
Resort) (800) 535-7063 www.bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal * Posada del Sol (800) 642-3483 e-mail: posadadel @ aol.com 
Utila: Laguna Beach Resort (800) 66-UTILA www.utilacom ° Utila Lodge (800) 282-8932 

www.roatan.com/utilalodge.htm RESOURCES: Honduran Institute of Tourism (800) 410- Guanaja f£ 
Barbareta coy 








9608 www.hondurasinfo.com * Lonely Planet Guide to Honduras www. 





lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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Roatan * Bay Islands 
Honduras 


7 Night all-inclusive 
“romance” packages from 
$1,995* per couple 


Complete dive or snorkel packages 
featuring upgraded accommodations, 
dolphin program & video, plus more! 


“Rate is per couple for a 7 night dive or snorkel 
package. 16% hotel tax not included. 

Valid for travel January 1-31, May, August, 
oo] 0) (o18 0) 0161 mm ©1010) 0-1 mb (0)'/=1 60101 -] am torent Haas 0) Oa 
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Oceanus, the totally new compressor 
from BAUER has at its heart a heavy- 
duty three stage air-cooled compressor. 
A step up from our lightweight portable 
compressor, Oceanus can be tailored 
to meet your needs, with either an 
electric motor or gasoline engine. The 
system has a charge rate of 4.3 SCFM. 
A fill whip and our patented TRIPLEX® 
purification system round out the 
scope of su p today! 
ak a eugagan 
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Oceanus-G 
Gasoline 
Engine Drive 







These rugged, compact and portable 
high pressure breathing air systems 
are the perfect choice for professional 
divers and dive groups. 


Available with either gasoline or 
diesel drive, the Mariner IL is a true 
workhorse that will continually 
deliver 8.4 SCFM charge rate with 
a discharge rate up to 5000 PSIG. 


MarinerIL/DV-D 
Diesel Engine Drive 





The Mini-Verticus is 
designed for the dive shop looking 
for a moderately priced, sound 
attenuated stationary compressor 
system. Powered by an electric 
motor, our performance proven. 

_ three stage and new four stage 

aa . compressors will provide 

oe _ - discharge capacities from 6.0 to ~ 

a) 10.0SCFMchargerateupto 


















1328 4 Garden Road e Norfolk, Virginia 23502-1944 


Tel: (757) 855-6( 


06 © Fax: (757) 857-1041 © E-Mail: sls@bauercomp.com 
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The island of Guanaja 
doesn’t have the flow of 
tourists to support indepen- 
dent dive shops like Utila, but 
there are a couple of prime 
resorts—the Bayman Bay 
Club and Posada del Sol. 
Bayman Bay on the north 
shore has been called a tree- 
house resort, because its 
natural wood bungalows 
climb a hill into the jungle. 
Just offshore of the Club, 
you'll find some of the 
island’s best snorkeling and 
shore diving. You can get lost 
in the macro stuff, like sea- 
horses, tube worms, bluebell 
tunicates, and white and black 
crinoids on just about any 
coral head you stumble across. 

Posada is more like an 
upscale Spanish hacienda, 
complete with tile floors, 
freshwater pool, hanging 
gardens and Carmen Mir- 
anda in her fruit basket hat. Easily 
accessed from Posada is one of the 
island chain’s best wrecks, the Jado 
Trader. A five-minute boat ride off- 
shore from Guanaja is a true barri- 
er reef with a string of dreamy 
sandy islets dotted along the way. 
The diving on both the inside and 





Gulanaja is a true 
barrier reef.... You'll 
lind everything from 

protecied snorkeling to 
excellent deep walls, and 

a few beaches to make 

some fresh footprints. 


outside of the barrier reef is excel- 
lent from the surface down to the 
depths. You’ll find everything from 
protected snorkeling to excellent 
deep walls and a few beaches to 
make some fresh footprints. For 





Don’t bother me. I’m lost in my own blue 
fantasyland. 


one of Guanaja’s prime land-based 
thrills, you can climb to the archipel- 
ago’s highest peak, where you can 
drink the elixir of life from the Bay 
Island’s only year-round waterfall. 

On the Big Daddy island, Roatan, 
the resort scene is abundant. Choose 
from establishments such as Anthony’s 
Key, Coco View, Fantasy Island and 
Reef House. Other key resorts are the 
Bay Islands’ Beach Resort, Inn of the 
Last Resort and Roatan Dive & Yacht 
Club. And there are scads more little 
guys from West End to the easternmost 
community of Oak Ridge. 

East of Roatan is the virtually 
untrammeled island of Barbareta. It’s 
privately owned, with a rustic resort 
and some of the best diving in the 
islands at places like the Elbow and 
Pigeon Cayes. Don’t look for any con- 
dos on Barbareta anytime soon, but you 
can dive it with one of several operators 
who run day trips there from Roatan. 

However, you don’t have to go all the 
way to Barbareta to find outstanding 
diving. Sandwiched to the north and 
south by an extensive wall system, 
Roatan literally has hundreds of wall 








Our front yard is a wreck 
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t= unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right “ce a= 
"2% trom the beach! Call our toll-free number and g 
+ well answer all your questions and send you F 
nae a beautiful brochure. A family operation. ; 
as ik My Travel arrangements 5 ? 
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CoCView Resort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 












Jean-Michel Cousteau 
FI J ISLANDS 
RESORT 
JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 
team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 
to some of the worlds 
most spectacular land 
and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fijis waters have it all. 





For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada vagal 
North Angry Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788- 0150" 
Cx mail: info @fijiresort. COM e http/ Fi www. fijiresort. com . 


SKIN DIVER JANUARY 2002 69 








You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 
at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 
© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On a typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to enjoy: 
© 3 dives a day @ island exploration fishing © sailing 
© shell collecting © out island nightlife ° lobster hunts 
© virgin diving ° lazy days 


Write or Zz 
*Blackbeard’s 





CRUISES 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 ©(305) 888-1226 ®Fax (305) 884-4214 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.comee-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 


70 wwwsskin-diver.com 





© SD/AD 0012 









dives, patch reefs and fringing 
reefs. Spots like Mary’s Place, 
Calvin’s Crack and Spooky 
Channel are favorites, but it seems 
like you can drop in anywhere and 
find good diving. Roatan’s walls are 
replete with a deep variety of corals 
and sponges. In fact, at least 62 of 
the 64 known stony corals are there. 
Of course, I like corals, but I’m a 
sponge guy myself and I get quite 
the turned on by the many pink 
vase sponges, giant barrel sponges 
and, my all-time favorite, red rope 
sponges hanging off Roatan’s walls. 

Finally, for the most nautical 
view of the Bay Islands, the 
Aggressor IV live-aboard dive boat 
is it. They hit all the hot spots the 
resorts dive, as well as some off- 
shore pinnacles day boats can’t get 
to. The 100-foot-plus live-aboard 
has been diving the Bay Islands for 


-Fiélds of healthy“coral are a 
~« Aandmark to Bay Islands diving. 


more than 10 years, and is great for 
both new divers and the more 
advanced diver looking to push the 
edge a bit. For five or six dives each 
day, the Aggressor IV fits the bill. 

Even with its blossoming popu- 
larity, the Bay Islands are still a 
shining opal in the Western 
Caribbean. As long as they keep 
enhancing the resorts, protecting 
the diving resources and providing a 
stock of cold Salva Vida, Pll always 
look forward to another Honduran 
stamp in my passport. 


Special thanks to Anthony’s Key Resort, 
Inn of the Last Resort, Roatan Dive & 
Yacht Club, Coco View, Fantasy Island, 
Bay Islands Beach Resort, Laguna 
Beach Resort, Utila Lodge, Casa 
Romeo’s and Rick’s American Cafe. 


The overlooked Islands of 








As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
Cated dive resort for over 
20 years, CoCo View 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
Caribbean... and for good 
reason: great diving, ambi- 
ence, and world famous 
Shore diving that will 
knock your booties off. The 
24/7 shore diving is guar- 
anteed incomparable! 
Some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 
“a snorkel away from the 
bar.” 


With a brilliant white sand 
beach, room service, TV, 
and all the amenities of a 


first class beach regeft, “~~ 


you just might be foaled. 
into thinking you landed’in 
the Mediterranean. But 
this is Roatan, with all the 
charm and incredible 
scuba diving the island is 
famous for. 


Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 


Your own little dive resort in 
the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge 
is the Caribbean’s SRI sanc- 
tioned whale shark research 
field station. 8 oceanfront, 
air Conditj@ned_rooms with 
private porch or balcony. 
Spectacular boat-diving 
includes sea mounts with 
Sheer walls, delicate blue- 
bell tunicates, and a real 
opportunity to see rare 
whale sharks. 
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Pamper yourself in a 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
offers an in house 
masseuse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
Island diving. 


international: 352-588-4132 ¢ email: info@roatan.com 








Welcome to the Diver's 
Library, where each 


month we bring you the 


BY KYLE FOSTER 


latest in diving media. 


FROM AQUA QUEST PUB- 
lications, well-known in the 
diving community for their 
thorough and detailed guides 
to regions all over the world, 
comes Diving Micronesia by 
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‘Scuse me while I kiss the sky... 


Eric Hanauer, a comprehensive guide 
to all the islands in Micronesia. The 
first chapter, “An Overview,” is filled 
with useful information such as cur- 
rency, dress etiquette, immigration 
and customs and a section that helps 
first-time travelers to the region 
decide where to go by asking, “What 
Are You Looking For?” Whether 
you're seeking nightlife, live- 
aboards or to get away from it all, 
this section directs you to a 
Micronesia destination that will fit 
your traveling preferences. 


Come dive with our Big Buddies aboard the luxury 
live-aboard SOLMAR V. Private bath, shower, tv/ver 
TURN MACSiol inclu melsre Mel lmecireliitela-\eM ialcolte lve) m 
THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 


72. www.skin-diver.com 


800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 
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The diving is laid out with a catalog 
of water temperature and visibility 
(one of the few books to even mention 
this), underwater habitats and marine 
life. The region’s diving is then nar- 
rowed down into specific destinations, 
arranged from west to east, starting 
with Guam and continuing on 
through to the Marshall Islands. Each 
destination is described “At a 
Glance,” then 
broken down 
into dive sites, 
which include 
information on 
depth and skill 
level and a 
brief descrip- 
tion of the diving. Each dive destina- 
tion is also accompanied by a list of 
things to do on land, illustrative 
photos and a map locating each 
dive site listed. 

Reading this book as someone who 
has visited the region, I can say that 
the list of marine creatures that one 
might see is accurate and reliable, and 
the tips given about navigating the 
sites are helpful to know for a first- 
time visitor. I particularly enjoyed the 
section about the author’s experience 
of chewing betel nut, because it was 
an interesting account of one of the 
unique opportunities 
that Micronesia : 
has to offer. 

Overall, Div- 
ing Micronesia 1s 
a comprehensive 
and useful guide 
for new visitors 
to the islands of 
Micronesia and 
the Marshall 
Islands. The ap- 
pendix even lists 
52 dive operators 
in the area and contact information 
for each. Diving Micronesia is one 
book you'll need for planning a trip to 
these exotic Pacific islands. 


Diving Micronesia 
by Eric Hanauer, 
Aqua Quest 


Publications, $18.95, 
(800) 933-8989, 
www.aquaquest.com 
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product for review in Diver’s 


Library, contact Kyle Foster at 
fosterk@primediacmmg.com. 














Dive world famous 
Spooky Channel 
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Bay Islands 
Beach Resort 


Come share our 44 acre 
luxury beachfront estate... 
‘+ Dive with our onsite NAUI Technical Dive 


Center offering 3 boats dives and 
unlimited shore diving daily 


yam Bh aahuaautacia meelalel nae 
7 Whale Shark 
> Island Tours 


+ Relax in your private air-conditioned villa or Z 


watch the sunset from your hammock 


+ All Inclusive Packages- Three delicious meals, 
air-conditioned rooms, beach parties, shore 
activities and more... 


+ Direct flights - U.S. to Roatan 


Spectacular diving... 
Unrivaled personal service... 
And Island smiles as warm 
as the Caribbean sun 








Bay Islands 


Geach Resort 

~~ Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras 

1-800-4-ROATAN 
www.bibr.com 


e-mail: bibrusa@aol.com 


sf. 1-800-668-8452 
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www.utila.com 
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Dive the Most Pristine Reef System in the Western Caribbean 
e Minutes from Hundred’s of Dive Sites & Hundred’s to be Discovered 
¢ Enjoy a Private 12-Acre Island & the only Resort on Glover's Reef Atoll 
@ 12 Private Air-Conditioned Cabanas on a Beautiful White Sand Beach 
¢ Excellent Snorkeling and Fly Fishing 


© |nstruction Available CALL FOR MORE INFO 


1-800-326-1724 


FAX: 206-463-4081 
www.mantaresort.com ¢ E-mail: info@mantaresort.com 














For more information : 4 
contact the Belize Board of Tourism at Malwtes- 
1-800-624-0686 or visit us at www.travelbelize.org/diving Mp cant 


































Hightide Watersports offers the 
most personalized service in Barba- 
dos. Our 32' boat carries a maximum 
of 8 divers with 2 dive masters to 
over 24 dive sites. Reef, wreck, drift, 
night, buddy, and computer diving 
along with FREE transportation to 
and from your hotel are just a small 
part of what we have to offer. 


Toll Free: (800) 513-5763 
Fax: (246) 432-0931 
hightide@sunbeach.net 
www.divehightide.com 


Barbados oldest established dive 
facility. 35 years of service. PADI, 
NAUI! & ACUC certification courses 
& referrals. Reef, Wreck & drift 
dives. "Service is our Goal" "Safety 
is our Priority" 


Aquatic Gap e St. Michael ¢ Barbados 

Tel: (246) 426-9947 « Toll Free: 1-888-898-3483 
Fax: (246) 426-2031 
http://www.divebds.com 

hardive@caribnet.net the SHOP LID. 








‘costa GLUB 
q nights hotel ° 5 two-tank morning dives 
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“iss name you an and trust 
in Cozumel since 1984. 
. -_www.diveparadise.com 


\dventures 


ve dventures and istand Vacations = 


BBE SSP SeEBs 


: i INFO@BAYADVENTURES.COM - WWWBAYADVENTURESCOM._ 4 
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Experience 


FOR THE DESTINATION COLLECTOR 
who has been ticking locations 
off his list, it’s time to add a 
new one: Vietnam. With recre- 
ational diving pioneered only 
in 1995, you are guaranteed 
maiden adventures, both 
underwater and topside. The 
diving off the coast of Nha 
Trang, southeast of Ho Chi 
Minh City (formerly Saigon), 1 
arguably the best in the South China 
Sea and is worth a visit. 

Vietnam’s tourism infrastructure is still 
being developed. It is a Communist coun- 
try and things run a bit differently. They 
still have a way to go to fully embrace 
tourism in a way that western travelers 
will find familiar, but that is precisely 
what makes the destination so appealing. 
The people are gracious and eager to meet 
new travelers from other places. 

Nha Trang’s 7-mile stretch of 
sandy beach is popular for both 


“Soft coral close-up at Hon Mun. 


Crinoids, soft corals, 
sponges, nudibranchs 
and all the other colorful 
invertebrates you expect 
in this part of the worid 
are flourishing there. 
Vietnamese and foreign visitors. The 
bay offers a knockout view of the off- 
shore islands and has, in my opinion, 


one of the best climates in Vietnam. 
Off Nha Trang, the water tempera- 







The Nha Trang 


PHOTOS: SARA SHOEMAKER 









Harbor boats at Nha Trang. 





ture is bath-warm, with a plentiful reef 
and good visibility. Best of all, most 
sites are within a one-hour boat ride of 
Nha Trang. 

Among others, there are two dive 
sites most frequently visited: Hon 
Mun and Caves. Hon Mun is an island 
many people visit for picnics and day 
trips. It has both a sandy bottom and 
rocky substrate with coral heads in 
shallow water. There is some magnifi- 
cent macro life. An abundance of small 
colorful creatures thrive in the coral 
heads. Some of the tiniest anemones 
and clownfish I have ever seen 
were tucked into 
the reef. Crinoids, 
soft corals, sponges, 
nudibranchs and all 
the other colorful 
invertebrates you 
expect in this part 
of the world flour- 
ish there. 

Caves is a much 
more dramatic site, 
with its massive 
boulder slab forma- 
tions scattered un- 
derwater and ex- 
tending up into an 
island. The underwater rock forma- 
tions can tempt and tease any wreck 
diver into forgetting that there are no 
diveable wrecks. 

New dive operations are springing 
up in emerging tourism areas and a 
handful of more established ones. All 
operate from the coast of Nha Trang, 
and you’ll find a variety of places to 
hunker down between dives along the 
southeastern coast. Whether its hos- 
tel-style, mid-range or full-on luxury 
yow’re looking for, you’ll find it. 

One of my favorite haunts is the 





Ana Mandara Resort in 
Nha Trang. It’s a jewel by 
any international standard 
and offers the finest in 
accommodations, with in- 
credible food and tons to 
do. I dived with their dive 
operation and the staff was 
patient and good humored 
in explaining the cultural 
and governmental norms. 
The island is a like a physi- 
cal Chiff Notes to Viet- 


9 es 
AquaDives Belize 

Located at the SunBreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26- 42 foot 
boats stands ready to service your dive vacation. 
¢ Local Diving & Snorkeling ¢ PADI resort, referral, 
° Turneffe Atoll scuba instructions and 

open water certification. 
¢ Blue Hole 


nam’s culture, beauty and diving. ** 
—Sara Shoemaker 
Travel tips: Regular flights go to 
Nha Trang from Saigon (Ho Chth 
Minh City), Hanoi and Da Nang on 
Air Vietnam. Night diving 1s now possi- 
ble, and the best diving conditions are 
mid fanuary to early October. The 
rainy season makes diving less pre- 
dictable in November, December and 
early January. 
For more on Vietnam, visit www.dive 
vietnam.com. 


Centrally located within a stroll of the 
town of San Pedro, Ambergris Caye. 


e 42 spacious a/c rooms 

e Fresh Water Pool 

* Oceanfront Restaurant & Bar, 
¢ Massage Parlor 


¥ e & Gift Shop. 


7 NIGHTS 5 DAYS 2 TANK BOAT DIVE SPECIAL US'709” PER PERSON 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-688-0191 


E-mail: sunbreeze@btl.net © www.sunbreeze.net or 
www.aquadives.com 


y ‘Ramon's Village Resort...sixty-one thatched roof air-conditioned 


cabanas hidden beneath coconut palms and lush tropical foliage. 
Located on the beautiful island of Ambergris Caye, Belize. A scuba 


divers paradise! Summer dive packages starting at 
$345.00/pp dbl. occupancy. 


Ramon's Village...a wonderfully 
intriguing vacation resort! 
Reservations & Information 
Call 1-800-MAGIC 15 
www.ramons.com 
info@ramons.com 


'$699.00 SUMMER SPECIAL , 
GAZ COOPER’S DIVE BELIZE] 


Luxury Beach Front Accomodations 
7 Nights 8 Days, Local Air plus 
s all taxes and service charges included. 


™ Check out Belizes best Summer package at www.divebelize.com 
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People love 
iTeyalellacMelite. 
the Carib Inn. @ 


“With 55 vacation 

\ trips to Bonaire, 

| | still enjoy all 

the spots.” 
—Larry Levin 


Bruce Bowker’s 
CARIB INN 


P.O. Box 68 Bonaire, 
Netherlands Antilles 


Telephone (011) 599-717-8819 
Fax (011) 599-717-5295 
RESERVATIONS 

8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
E-mail: Bruce @caribinn.com 


Please visit our Web site at: 


Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 


she BECOME A 
PAbI 


INSTRUCTOR 


All Career Classes 
INCLUDE Meals & Room 


EASE graduates speak out: 


“| had a great experience at EASE and would not hesitate to 
send any of my students there.” 


Back Guarantee 


—Jennifer Goff (New York) 


“| would recommend EASE to anyone wanting a personalized and 
teamwork-based IDC.” 
— Shane Partin (Grand Cayman) 


“The course is intense, yet... each student is mentored, tutored, 
monitored and encouraged throughout the IDC.” 
—Meta Boyd (Maryland) 


International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available 
Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC For INTL call 561-562-8338 
416 Miracle Mile 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 8 Oo OQ. y fe y = 9 6 34 5 
E-mail: EASE@d eepsix.com 
page: http://www.deepsix.com FAX 561-562-3028 
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Shootin 


VER SINCE THE FIRST WEST- 
| arrived in Kealakekua 

Bay in the late 1700s, the 
Kona Coast on the Big Island of 
Hawa has lured vast numbers of 
travelers in search of adventure and 
culture. Although the manner in 
which visitors come to Kona has 
changed greatly since the late 1700s, 
the rich cultural experience is still 
alive. The artist population and cul- 
tural treasure of Kona coupled with 
the reassuring blue water of the 
Pacific Ocean make Kona an idyllic 
dive and travel experience. 

On April 27 to May 5, 2002, visitors 
from around the world will descend 
on the Kona area for yet another dis- 
covery—the first annual Kona Classic 
Underwater Photography and Art 
Festival. This festival, presented by 
the Hawaii Visitors Bureau and Skin 
Diver magazine in partnership with 
the local businesses and dive opera- 
tors, promises to deliver a special 
Kona experience that the early travel- 
ers only dreamed about. During this 
one-week event, underwater photog- 
raphy enthusiasts, families, divers and 
art lovers will migrate to Kona to 
indulge in the rich atmosphere. 

The Kona Classic Underwater 
Photography and Art Festival will 
feature daily diving opportunities 
with world-famous underwater pho- 


PHOTO: DAVID FLEETHAM 











¢ with the Stars 
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tographers, such as Norbert Wu, Bob 
Talbot, Doug Perrine, Marty 
Snyderman, David Fleetham and 
James Watt. Each day, divers will 
have the opportunity to dive side by 
side with the best photographers in the 
world, and watch, learn and absorb 
their techniques and skills, as they 
shoot the images that fill the pages of 
Skin Diver magazine. Better yet, at the 
end of each day, photographers will 
take time to sit with other shooters to 
critique their images and help them 
achieve their best shots ever. Imagine 
private photo instruction from the best 
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Wish you were here? 
Encounters: like, this one with a 


# ~ “Loggerhead Turtle are everyday 


>.” experiences for,Kona divers. 


in the world! Who knows, your image 
could be the one that wins first place in 
the photo contest. You might walk 
home with a Wyland-sculpted Kona 
Classic Trophy for best overall image 
and get your photo in Skin Diver! 

On the opening day of the event, 
there will be a 5K biathlon (run/ 
swim) on the very streets where the 
famous Ironman ‘Triathlons are held 
each year. During the week, attendees 
will join David Doubilet for an inti- 
mate evening film festival on the cliffs 
of the Kona Coast at the Royal Kona 
Resort. And, people will have the 
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Max-Air 35 

Compact, lightweight, 

and truly portable 
4.2scim* working pressure 4000psi 


Fills an 8O0cft tank to 3000psi 
in 19 min** 


Tri-chem air purification system 


Weight: 85 lbs 
Size: L28”" X D13” X H15” 


Comes ready-to-go! 
Just add gasoline or electricity 


Low maintenance 


go! 
10 & 
great tic m adels) 


Max-Air 90 
Compact E3 


Stationary, 
Continuous 


Duty Units 


Compact, 
fully automatic, 
high-pressure 
compressor 
for all breathing 
air applications! 
° Continuous duty capability 
e 10.8scim* working pressure 5000psig 
© Tri-chem air purification system 


° Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 


® Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


e Air storage system compatible 
e Fills an 8O0cft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
© Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 


© Electric 7.5hp, 220/440 voit - available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 Iz 


MANY OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE - 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 


~IJFRE bo 
WAX AV: 


HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSOR SYSTEMS 


“Based on charging an 8Ocft cylinder from SOOpsi to 3000psig 
**Time required to fill 8Ocft cylinder from SOOps! to 3000psig 
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Shooting with the Stars 


opportunity to meet Wyland, the 
world’s best known marine life artist 
(who also has a studio and gallery in 
downtown Kona). Additionally, Bob 
Talbot and Norbert Wu will give spe- 
cial evening presentations of their 
most recent work. 

One of the most exciting aspects of 





Hawait’s diving menu is the opportuni- 
ty to encounter the pelagics that fre- 
quent the area. Hawai and the Kona 
Coast border the abyssal drop-off and 
are in the path of Humpback Whales, 
rays, tuna and the largest of all fish, 
Whale Sharks. 

The Kona Coast is also ideal for fam- 


roup Special. 
Book your 2002 group before 
March 20, 2002... for travel 
throughout 2002 (some holidays 


excluded). Top commissions paid 
and our liberal comp policy applies. 


1395 (Save up to $836 per couple) 


Seven night package includes: deluxe accommodations, 
three meals daily, five days of three tank boat dives, 


one day of two tank boat dives, all government hotel 


taxes and service charges, and airport transfers. 
Price is based on double occupancy and availability. 


www.littlecayman.com 


For information & reservations 
1(800) 594-6697 
(727)323-8727 

fax: (727)323-8827 
bestdiving@reefseas.com 
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each Resort 
CAYMAN ISLANDS 


Ask Us About The Most 
Unique Private 
Residential Club 
Anywhere - The Club 
At Little Cayman. 
theclub@littlecayman.com 
1-345-948-1045 


ilies, and kids will have great opportu- 
nities to snorkel and participate in an 
underwater treasure hunt sponsored 
by Body Glove. Art festivals featuring 
local craftsman and artists will open 
and close the week’s festivities. Side 
trips to the volcanoes in a helicopter or 
exploring the beautiful city of Hilo are 
excellent options for the afternoons. 

If you haven’t booked your space 
to be part of this incredible experi- 
ence where the ocean and art come 
together, do so now. = 


--Enguited inja sea of 


colorful fish and 


| en ga Ne 
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For package pricing information or to 
make reservations, call (866) 566-2278, 
e-mail konaphoto@bigisle.net or go to 
www.skin-diver.com. Participating are: 
Kona Coast Divers, Jack’s Diving 
Locker, Eco-Adventures, Sea Paradise, 
Sunseeker/ Dive Fish, Manta Ray Dives 
of Hawai, Kona Aggressor, Body 
Glove Cruises, Royal Kona Resort and 
Kona Village Resort. Sponsors include: 
Big Island Visitors Bureau, Body Glove, 
Skin Diver, Aqualung, Sea & Sea, 
Kodak, Pelican Products, Oceanic, 
Pioneer Research-Sea Life, ReefMaster 
Cameras, Harvey’s Wetsuits, Sea Vision 
Masks, Aloha Airlines and TUSA. 


et 


PHOTO: DAVID FLEETHAM 























FEATURING SOME OF THE CARIB- 
bean’s most dramatic and unspoiled 
underwater scenery, Grenada now 
boasts its first dedicated dive resort, 
Rendezvous Beach Resort. In Prickly 
Bay, just 10 to 15 minutes from the 
downtown hub of St. George’s, Ren- 
dezvous Beach Resort is just minutes 
away from some of the most spectac- 
ular dives in Grenada, such as the 
famous Bianca C and Shark Reef. 
Rendezvous’ on-site dive opera- 
tion, Aquanauts, has professionally 
certified divers and owners, top of 
the line Scubapro rental equipment, 
and ensures that students of all levels 


The view from the tropical gardens. 


enjoy safe and exciting diving. Divers 
travel conveniently and comfortably 
to their destinations on Aquanauts’ 
30-foot dive boat, Spice Lady, or on 
the 42-foot dive boat, Calypso. 

Retaining its old world charm, the 
resort offers modern amenities, such 
as A/C, direct dial phones, satellite 
TV, business center and a first-class 
dive center. Facing to the west with 
terrific sunsets, the resort’s 22 rooms 
are set amongst tropical gardens. 
Also on site are the South Point 
Bar & Grill (international cuisine), 
an oceanfront pool and relaxing 
beach bar. 
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For more information, contact 
Caradonna Caribbean Tours 
at (800) 736-7021, or via e- 
mail at sales@caradonna.com. 
For more information on the 
Rendezvous Beach Resort and 
Aquanauts, visit the resort’s 
website at www.rendezvous 
resort.com or e-mail info@ 
rendezvousresort.com. 
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Uncenwater 
Signaling Device 


* Models to fit all BC’s 


connects between your 
power inflator and LP Hose 


* Distinctive Low Pitched Buzz Ideations \ Dive » Alert 


P.O. Box 99575, Seattle, WA 98199, USA 
Phone 800-275-4332 Fax 206-285-6897 


“IT wouldn't leave home without it” 


“At Cocos Island the currents can be wild. I surfaced 

over 100 yards away from the pickup Zodiac. One bla 

) my Dive-Alert and they saw me. It's simply 
tached, effective and could be a life saver. 1 wouldn 


eave home without it.” 
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wwWwi.divealert.com 





Live the Dream: 
Yes, you can make a 
great.living with the 
right training 

and a quality 
placement 

program. 


INTERNATIONAL 
INSTRUCTOR 
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UNIVERSAL 


REFERRAL 
INSTRUCTOR 


<< 800-331-425 
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5 NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

— 305-743-5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING 

LA t= FAX 305-743-8168 | '%+ Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 

~ == www.hallsdiving.com Approved FoR VETERANS TRAINING 

ort & Hall’s Diving Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy * Marathon, FL Keys 33050 
9.100% placed 4 out of 6 types of Instructor programs, 95% placed on an average of all Institute programs including 
sult of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this 


sed to collect this information are specified by state laws and'rules. These data are available for inspection upen request. 
| Licensed by: State Board of Non-Public Cateer Education - Tallahassee, FL. License # 94. Composite Photo: Undetwater class on the Reef at the Institute. 


































SUSTAINING WINDS OF 140 MPH, 
Hurricane Iris hit the coast of 
Belize on October 8, causing great 
damage to homes and property, 
and capsizing the live-aboard 
M/V Wave Dancer. As of 
Wednesday, October 10, the 
National Emergency Management 
Organization reported thousands 
of people homeless and 22 people 
dead, with eight listed as missing. 
According to Peter Hughes Div- 
ing, 20 lives were lost when the 
120-foot-long Wave Dancer capsized. 

“On the Wave Dancer, the crew was a 


— 
Fam | 


wd Hurricane Iris 
B GOES-8 Colorizect IR 
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family and every guest who walked onto 
the deck a member,” remembered Annie 
Crawley, former Wave Dancer crewmem- 
ber of 16 months. “Brenda Wade, the 
stewardess, went the extra mile to leave 
chocolate kisses on every guest’s pillow at 
night. And who could forget Chef 
Elouisa Johnson, who worked on the 
Wave Dancer for more than six years— 
keeping everyone’s belly full and happy. 
Elouisa was a surrogate mother, and she 
would have taken Aaron Stark, [the] new 
head dive instructor, right under her 
wing. He had just arrived in Belize two 
weeks before the accident.” 

Peter Hughes Diving reported that the 
Wave Dancer was too far south to escape 
the storm when Iris changed course. The 
crew decided to moor in the bay of Big 
Creek, approximately 80 miles south of 
Belize City. It is an area well-known to 
boaters for its protection from storms. 

With this area of Belize evacuated, 
there was no place to off-load passen- 
gers, and it was decided to wait out the 
hurricane on board. 

Post-hurricane investigations have 
suggested that a bollard used to secure 






PHOTOS: COURTESY NATIONAL CLIMATIC DATA CENTER. OPPOSITE: COURTESY PETER HUGHES DIVING. 


the vessel’s stern broke loose from the 
pier. The Wave Dancer was lifted by the 
wind and surge, ripping the remaining 
stern lines and allowing the boat to be 
carried into the creek, where she cap- 
sized in the middle of the river. 

“It’s an absolute miracle that any 
person survived the fury of Hurricane 
Iris,” said Peter Hughes. “I know our 
crew did all they could to protect each 
and every individual.” 

As of October 10, all 20 bodies had 
been recovered and eight survivors had 
been accounted for. Of the 20 who per- 
ished, 17 were members of the Rich- 
mond Dive Club (Richmond, VA). The 
remaining three were crewmembers. 

“Our heartfelt condolences go out to 
the families and friends of the victims 
of this tragedy,” commented Hughes. 
“All of us at Peter Hughes Diving are 
in a state of grieving, disbelief and 
shock.” * —THC 
Peter Hughes Diving and Divers Alert 
Network (DAN) have jointly organized a 
fund to collect donations to benefit the 


Sinks Wave Dancer 


In Caring Memory of: 


Doug Cox 
Phyllis Cox 
Jim Garrison 
Kim Garrison 
Eloisa Johnson (Crewmem ber] 
Byron Johnston 
Shirley Johnston 
Sheila Kelley 
Bill Kelley 
Cheryl Lightboand 
Ray Mars 
R. Christy MeNiel 
Charlie Pike 
Cindy Pike 
Lisa Powell, 

Glenn Prillaman 
Aaron Stark (Crewmem ber} 
Jimmy Topping 
Brenda Wade (Creunmmem ber} 
Herbert “Buddy” Webb 


Peter Hughes 
Wawe Dancer, LTD. 


vy 
families of the deceased. To make a 
donation, visit www.diversalertnetwork.org. 
Alternatively, checks should be made payable 
to Wave Dancer Disaster Memorial Fund, 











INTRODUCING, 
The Next Generation 
SPARE AIR 
© 20% More Air 
© 20% Better Breathing 
¢ Easier to use purge button 
e Same suggested retail price! 
© Available in 4 models: 1.7 
cv. ft., 3.0 cu. ft. Standard, 
3.0 cu. ft. Nitrox model, and 
6.0 cv. ft. Twin system. 


You're 100 feet down 
with an equipment mal- 
function. You need | 
enough air to get back to™ 
the surface. Youneedan | 
alternate air source. You | 
need Spare Air. 

Spare Air is the preferred choice of both pro- 
fessional and sport divers for a very good rea- 
son: IT SAVES LIVES. 

Self-contained. Refillable. A total redundant 
back-up miniature SCUBA system. In case of 
emergency, Spare Air provides you with enough 
air to safely get back to the surface. Even if you 
never use Spare Air, it's always there as your 
backup. 

The ultimate alternate air source is also the 
ultimate buddy system! It allows for minimal 
interaction with your diving buddy, has been 
proven to be faster than buddy breathing and 
easier than an octopus. Spare Air is the answer in 
out-of-air emergencies. THERE WHEN YOU 


NEED IT. 
os SUBMERSIBLE 
SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self-rescue 
breathing systems.” 

18072 Gothard Street, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 





The Ocean Corporation 


West Colony Place Durham, NC 27705. | M@OMMMaReG) SAV Pea y (800) 648-DIVE 
For further information, contact Patricia 10840 Rockley Rd, Houston, TX 77099 (714) 842-6566 
Rose ( PHD i) at ( 305 ) 669-9391 or Michelle Visit our website at: www.spareair.com 
Harrison (DAN) at (919) 684-2948. For 
information regarding the Richmond Dive 
Club, visit wwm.richmonddiveclub.com. 


Available at your local dive shop or call 


and mailed to The Peter B. Bennett Center 6 


imiatelatarsl MANicmahiclifslel(e 


Only those who are properly trained 
or certified should use or operate 


for those who qualify. J % life support equipment. 


©2000, Submersible Systems, Inc. 
Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 
(OY NBYAS)BEsy{0)0) 








Many of us here in 


The Islands of The Bahamas 
call NDE. our ‘second home.’ 


We grieve your loss. 


Our hearts and prayers are with you 


as we all lost brothers and sisters. 


Respectfully, 


The 36 Members of 


The Bahamas Diving Association 


— 


BAHAMAS DIVING ASSOCIATION 


Bahomas Diving Association ® PO. Bax 21707 © Ft. Louderdale, FL 33335-1707 © 1-800-B66-DIVE © Intl, 305-442-7095 # info@hahamasdiving.com 
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Jim Church Celebrates Birthday 
Long-time contributor and 
friend of Skin Diver magazine, 
Jim Church will celebrate his 
70th birthday aboard Aggressor 
live-aboards. Jim is a world- 
renowned photographer who has 
shared his skill and knowledge 
with Aggressor guests since 
1989. He will 
be making two 
back-to-back 
trips, one on 
January 6 to 
13, aboard the 
Truk Aggressor 
IT, and anoth- 
er January 13 to 15, aboard the 
Palau Aggressor IT. 
For more information, call (800) 
348-2628, e-mail info@aggressor. 


com or visit WIPW.aggressor.com. 





Beneath the Sea 

This year Beneath the Sea will 
be held in Secaucus, NJ, the 
weekend of March 22 to 24. 
There will be 300 exhibitors 
from all corners of the world, 
over 60 seminars, workshops and 
much more. Stan Waterman, 
Ralph White and Jack and Sue 
Drafahl will give presentations. 
The Women Divers Hall of 
Fame will also host some events. 
For more information, call (914) 
664-4310, e-mail info@beneath 
thesea.org or visit www.beneaththe 
sea.org. 


Great Lakes Shipwreck Festival 
Sponsored by the _ Ford 
Seahorses Scuba Diving Club, 
this year’s festival will take place 
in Dearborn, MI, on February 
16. The keynote speaker will be 
Bernie Chowdhury, author of 
The Last Dive. Newly discovered 
Lake Huron will be presented, 
as well as travelogues of diving 
in New England, Malaysia and 
Indonesia. The Annual U/W 
Photo Contest results will also 
be announced. 
For more information, visit 
www.fordseahorses.org or call the 
information hotline at (734) 769- 
2458, 








sea 


The beach 
within reach. 










i) Ms | 
4 days/3 nights packages starting at | “¢, | Sunstar Aquatic Services invites you 


$239 pp/dbl. i to explore the diverse and beautiful 
Includes: hotel, dives, tanks & weights “ underwater environment aboard the 


SCUBA comfortable 15 passenger 
ir Instruction-Dive & Snorkeling Trips Beach. — Wrecks 
® ™» F 5 : WS te 
s===s=_ NETWORK Pars : —Hotel Packages-Sales/Service : reefs, night dives. 
(800) 723-7282 : Lighthouse Dive Lighthouse Dive — Instruction 


rea Hillsboro Inlet Sands Harbor : available. 
www.scubanetwork.com _ 5 Star PADI Training Center PADI Gold Palm Resort 561-368-9952 


“Based on availablity, restrictions may apply go ec sav anaadie 


Night diving not included 
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Southeast Oceanic Services 
Our boats offer the best in Ft. Lauderdale 
diving: comfortable, fast, safe. Nitrox 


THE ONLY THING WE © 350 feet of white sandy beach available. Instruction at 


| OVERLOOK IS THE OCEAN 6 50 feat fom fantastic reefs conthcaat Cac all certification levels. 


Where people and the water meet. ; 
One day scuba intro. course. Two & three day scuba certifi- & Ireland's Inn Beach Resort pbc eal cial "3 
cation. Twice daily boat trips (8 boats). Snorkel or dive off 220%: Arlantc Bld. ol ills at ade 
the beach. Rental, air, nitrox. Full service dive center, _, ': Lauderdale, FL $3305 pene eee 
954.566.6344, (K-8)  wwwscuba-school.com CSL SU a aE See ae coe } 954-922-8134 
: www.irelands.com @ irelandinn@aol.com shopping and downtown ; 
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www.divefortlauderdale.com 
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GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE 


For free scuba video or CD-ROM call 800-22-SUNNY °® www.sunny.org 
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American Pro 
Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


Se “Let's Get Wet’ 


‘ ia 4 
| 


9 days fully escorted package including airfare from any major 


airport within the US. 


M an ate e | To urs BON VOYAGE TOURS, INC.—Dive the Red Sea 


Deluxe accommodations with daily breakfast. 
Tour to the Pyramids, Sphinx and the Egyptian Museum. 
8 guided open water dives in the Red Sea. $1799 


1-888-322-3883 


Promo@tourstoegypt-www.tourstoegypt.com 
Don’t forget to ask about our Alexandria diving (Cleopatra’s Palace) 


Call for vacation packages with lodging. 


Learn to Dive 
in 2 Days 


Includes lodging & dive certification 


S z 9 9.” pp/dbl. occ. 
800-291-DIVE 


821 SE Hwy.19, Crystal River, FL 34429 
PADI 5-STAR STORE 

All referrals welcome 
www.americanprodiving.com . 
E-mail: ampro@americanprodiving.com ~ 


www.bilikiki.com 
www. infobilikiki.com 





Talk dive destinations in Australia and the reply will be “Great 
Barrier Reef” and “Coral Sea”. Talk favorite dive sites and you’ll 
probably hear “Cod Hole” and “SS Yongala.” Talk dive boats 
and the answer will come back “Spozlsport” or “Supersport?— 
both are operated by Mike Ball Dive Expeditions. 

Cod Hole, near Lizard Island, is a site famed for the huge pota- 
to cod that congregate and interact with divers. Between here and 
Cairns, to the south, are a chain of pristine coral reefs named the 
Ribbons, which present a wealth of marine life from Mantis 
Shrimp to Minke Whales, excellent for fish and macro photogra- 
phy. Mike Ball Dive Expeditions’ Supersport is the best-appoint- 
ed live-aboard operating to the Cod Hole, offering 3 day/3 night 
trips and 11 dives. The expedition includes a spectacular low level 
reef flight to decrease your traveling time and increase your div- 
ing time with prices from $584. 

The remote oceanic reefs of the Coral Sea, 100 miles beyond 
the Great Barrier Reef, are where the adventure is at. Much of it 
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TRAVEL GUIDE 


AQCSTRALIGA’S BEST DIVING 











WANT DIVING DIVERSITY? 

Come to Andros Island, Bahamas. 

We have shallow reefs, 50’ gardens, wrecks at 60’, 
walls from 70’, caverns at 90’, 9 different blue holes, 
shark observation dives, Nitrox, and one-on-one 
specialty dives. Twenty cottages, all-inclusive rates, 
and a help-yourself bar. Since 1960. 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, Andros Island, Bahamas 
1-800-223-6961; www.SmallHope.com 


~~ eye e ® 


‘br Cruises Ltd. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 
Tel. 250-383-7253 © Fax 250-383-6598 
e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 








is untouched and Flinders Reef has some of the best wall diving 
in Australia with visibility in excess of 130 feet! A definite “must 
see” is the action-packed shark feed at Scuba Zoo, offering a 
chance to observe up to 30 sharks within arms reach. You can 
combine the Coral Sea and the Great Barrier Reef with the leg- 
endary wreck of SS Yongala, where you can see Australia’s dens- 
est population of large marine life on Spozlsport. Spoilsport is 
Australia’s most comfortable and prestigious live-aboard, and 
offers six or seven days of unlimited diving starting from $1,542. 

Mike Ball Dive Expeditions is synonymous with world-class 
dive sites and exceptional customer service. Special services 
include one crew member for every three guests, exceptional 
meals, underwater photo & video service, unlimited diving, nitrox 
and solo diving. 


For full itinerary and information details phone (858) MIKE 
BALL, or visit pww.mtkeball.com. 
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April 27-May 4, 2002 


Sponsored by e Diver 
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Professional and Beginner underwater photographers from around the world learning 
and competing to capture the best underwater images 


, Dive with World Famous Photographers Marty Snyderman, 
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Norbert Wu, David Fleetham and more 
Call today 


for your special 
Special Manta Ray Night Dives hotel/event package. 
Limited space available 


5K Run/1k Swim Biathlon (Opening Day) ronpchti art 


Art Festival showcasing the best local Artists. Email: KonaPhoto@BigIsle.net 
Guest appearance from Wyland 


Film Festival featuring David Doubilet 


Kids Day Snorkeling Treasure Hunt!!! 


www-.skin-diver.com 
Art Contest (with local Schools) 


Daily social events, post-dive activities, seminars and presentations 


- VIP and Sponsored events and Receptions 


dive operators: 


Kona Coast Divers, Jacks Diving Locker, Eco-Adventures, 
Sea Paradise, Dive Fish, Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii 
Kona Aggressor, and Body Glove Cruises 


Sponsors: 


Big Island Visitors Bureau, Skin Diver, Body Glove, 
Aloha Airlines, Pelican Products, Sea and Sea, 
Kodak, Oceanic,Royal Kona Resort 

and Kona Village Resort 








DIRECTORY 


OVERSEAS 


OVERSEAS DIVERS’ DIRECTORY 





See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.com 
Rates: $760 for 6 months or $1,175 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 


via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 


Contact: Heidi Douglas, E-mail: doughlash@primediacmmg.com or call: (858) 488-8677 or fax: (858) 488-4943. 


AFRICA 


ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 
Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 
info@adventureexpress.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES from $695 3 nights/2 days in cages near 


Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs available. 


www.adventureexpress.com 


dive@divetropical.com 


ANTIGUA 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites within 
| mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s Dockyard, 
Box 184, St. John’s Antigua. 


ARUBA 


PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 

Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 

5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. Fax: (297) 872-315 
pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 


RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 

Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 2 
& |-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package $150/7 day 
unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. 


AUSTRALIA 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMRODIII (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ steel 
cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS 011 (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 


www.divetropical.com 


www.dockyard-divers.com 


www.redsail.com 


brand new vessel Scubapro. Also | day trips.Cod Hole and Coral 
Sea Safaris. Fax: (617) 4051-9955 — prodive@internetnorth.com 


SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 
7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 


www.sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 


TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 011 (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Fax: (617) 4031-2739 


www.taka.com.au 


Large live-aboard A/C vessel Taka Il. 
takadive@taka.com.au 


BAHAMAS 


EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA § (242) 336-2893 
Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; www.smallhope.com 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 
Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI certs, 
rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water sports. 


dive@valentinesdive.com www.valentinesdive.com 
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BARBADOS 


DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. Packages 
avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest prices/island. 
Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
Fax: (246) 435-8214 PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. 
Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.|. x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 


THE DIVE SHOP-BARBADOS 246-426-9947/ 
888-898-3483 Barbados oldest and most exp dive operator. 
reefs/wrecks PADI, NAUI & ACUC courses. Pkgs w/ accomod. 
Pebble Beach, St Michael hardive@caribnet.net www.divebds.com 


BELIZE 


BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 

Come join the experience of family and friends that has returned 
again and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon des- 
tination. marlin@btl.net; 


HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www.hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 


www.bluemarliniodge.com 


Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 


info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 


THE INN AT ROBERT'S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int’l Dive Ctr, Dly 2- 
tank dives to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom..fine 
dining, adv galore (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 

Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled Blue Hole. 6 


info@robertsgrove.com. 


days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront accommodations. 
www.scubabelize.com 


BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. Discount air- 
fare. Free color catalog. 

www.magnumbelize.com. info@magnumbelize.com 


MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
|2-acre private island resort on southern most atoll, 12 air-condi- 
tioned cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874; info@mantaresort.com; www.mantaresort.com 


RADISSON FORT GEORGE HOTEL & MARINA (800) 423-3114 
Turneffe, Barrier Reef, Blue Hole, Lighthouse, Dive shope, marina, 
2 pools, tour desk, 102 rooms, Packages available. 

rdfgh@btl.net. www.radissonbelize.com 


ST.GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving & 
instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 

(501) 21-2121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; www.gooddiving.com 


TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats you'll 
enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious food and 
a relaxed atmosphere. www.tflats.com 


TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 


A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on a 


beautiful 12-acre private island. www.ultimatedivetravel.com 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int'l 


Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www.ietravel.com 





BONAIRE 


BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available for 
every budget! info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & video 
shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 


reservations@harbourvillage.com 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES (599) 717-8405; FAX: (599) 717-8605 


Clean, quiet, |-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio & 
garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. from 


www. habourvillage.com 


beach & diving. 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning & 


www.happyholidayhomes.com 


advice from divers who know the island best. 


info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, kayak- 
(599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 


TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much more. 


ing, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. 


(Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended Box 369, 


Bonaire, N. A.; www.touchthesea.com. 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 


A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com www.beyc.com 


CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 
Relaxed diving for | to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 


Trimaran. (284) 494-2490; www.bvidiving.com 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/CAYMAN BRAC (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 2-3 
bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discountdive, air, 
car pkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; www.almondbeach.com 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ 
unlimited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 


bobsotos@candw.ky www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 


CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 
All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 


www.caribsands.com 
(203) 866-1928 


Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off your own 
beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 


CAYMAN BREAKERS-CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 
New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. Pool 


Email: caribsan@candw.ky 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME 


shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available. 


email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 








DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345)945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn Resorts- 
Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value-priced dive 


pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 


EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/hotel 
instruction with referrals-derts 


packages resorts. 


www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 


LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by the 
pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years ex- 


perience guarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! 


OCEAN FRONTIERS-EAST END -GRAND CAYMAN (800) 544-6576 
Cayman’s #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. Monthly 


Specials on Dive and  Hotel/Condo Packages. 
www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html| 
ON THE BAY CONDOS (888) 868-6827 


Located on private North Coast, brand new luxurious 2-3 bdrm, 
oceanfront condos. Private lagoon/pool/fully equipped 


kitchens/Jacuzzi tubs. www.onthebayresort.com 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & |-tank 
dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive & water- 


sport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB -LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 899-2582 (CLUB) 
Max of |2 divers per boat, || beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 800’ of 
pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the best way to 
relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 


THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 
This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury in a diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 


COSTA RICA 


EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 


COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwater 
frontiers...Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 

info@adventureexprescom 


SCUBA CAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 1-888-799-2822 
Specializing in bringing American divers to Cuba, both land based 


www.adventureexpress.com 


and liveaboard. All programs conform to government regulations. 


email: info@scubacan.com www.scubacan.com 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 

Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall 

and cave diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
www.o-markt.de/scubafun 


TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers famous 
cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites of the island 


sharks, rays, whale watching. www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 


FIJL ISLANDS 


BEQA DIVERS www.beqadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class resort, 
yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 


(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150 www.jmcfir@aol.com. 


DIVE KADAVU BEACH RESORT (800) 525-3833 

FIJl’S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, & 
a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call Landfall 
Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 
NAI’A CRUISES FIJI (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji's finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfortable. 


Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 
Fax: (679) 450-566 


GALAPAGOS 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive boat. 


explore@naia.com.fj www.naia.com.fj 


We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video available. 
(303) 494-8384 www.aquaticencounters.com 


GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive packages 
and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving—PADI, NAUI cours- 
es and referrals. (945) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount airfares, 
& Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. 

www.landfallproductions.com 


HAWAII 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 
Visit our website for FREE trial screensaver www.maui-scuba.com 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary in- 
tros—photo/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 


dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www, jacksdivinglocker.com 


KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC/NAUI & SSI. PRO/TDI / 
nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, Lanai 
& Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5H 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www .lahainadivers.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii’s largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily boat 
dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, HI 96753 fax: (808) 879-1644 


SEASPORT DIVERS 


www.mauidiveshop.com 


(800) 685-5889 


Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 


Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 


seasport@pixi.com www.kauaiscubadiving.com 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 FAX: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5-star 
& NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat dives. 
424 Nahua St. Hon., HI 96815 www.waikikidiving.com 


HONDURAS—BAY ISLANDS 


CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per per- 
son DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing avail. 

www bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 


LAS ROCAS RESORT & BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from your doorstep! 
7 nights, 2 dives daily, | night dive and more $440 p/p 


www .lasrocasresort.com info@lasrocasresort.com 


REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 2 
fax: (210) 733-7889 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, |2 boat dives, unlimit- 


boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 


ed shore diving $385pp cuba@tropicohn.com 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. Beach 
house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 
33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 


ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB, (504) 455-5407 
in front of the best dive sites on Roatan. 4-star Resort, 6 
nights, 3 dives/meals daily, $450p/p 


www.roatanyachtclub.com 


INDONESIA 


INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 

On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361 -753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id www.comcen.au/~baruna 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea Hl): 115 ft of luxury live-aboard. June 


email mh@roatanyachtclub.com 


through December 


diveasia@diveres.com 


KARARU DIVE VOYAGES www. kararu.com (800) 886-7321 


Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join us 


www.dive-asiapacific.com 


in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 


email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 


KUNGHUNGAN BAY RESORT (800) 433-0799 
Upscale dive resort on renowned Lembeh Strait for ultimate macro 
& critter diving. 5-Night All-inclusive Dive Packages from $985 pp. 
info@adventureexpress.com 


JAMAICA 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
Fax: (876) 973-4875 


www. jamaqua.com 


www.adventureexpreess.com 


night dives, photo and video. 
webedivin@jamaqua.com 


MALDIVES 


#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI...Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with bath. Full 
AIC. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. Discounted air- 
fares. dive@divetropical.com 


M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 

Lost: Sanity. Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard, millions of fish, 

great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 
www.manthiri.com 


MEXICO 


VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 3 

PADI 5H, fast new boats, Ist class gear, small groups, multi dive 
discounts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 
info@vallarta-adventures.com 


MEXICO—BAJA 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 


www .vallarta-adventures.com 


watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. Fax: 
(858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 


CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 


play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 


OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and Loreto. 
First-class, personal service, world-class diving. Air/land packages. 


www.outpostravel.com 


RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
tours in Baja. 


dive, snorkel, kayak and eco 


ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 


SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 
best service. 


(521) 122-7423 


www.scubaja.com 
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MEXICO—COZUMEL 


BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, per- 
sonal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 


daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages www.bluebubble.com 


COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA (800) 327-2254 
Dive * Snorkel ° Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 

Mini-haciendas—| 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower-rinse 
Rm. LR, DR, |-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, Res-Mgr. 
Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a wealth of 
free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write || 1-2nd North, 
Seattle, WA 98109. dive@divetropical.com 


HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C , beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/ bar, 


Day Trips »° 
www.cozumelcaribe.com 


dive shop, best snorkeling.  clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com.mx 


Fax: (529) 872-5877 www.cozumel-hotels.net/club_del_sol/ 
ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW ‘98 = (800) 742-1563 
}BR/| Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 10 
min. walk to beach/town. www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 


PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 

Condos & homes from $350/wk, |-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive &eep 
rental pkgs. 


MICRONESIA 


FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 


www.cozumel-pliz.com 


unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
Fax: (206) 441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 

SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” dive up 
to 30 different 
Fax: (691) 330-4253 www.thorfinn.net 


TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet of 


magnificent wrecks per week. 


seaward@mail.fm 


Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #1 rated liveaboard. 


info@ adventureexpress.com 


PANAMA 


OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. Rafting, kayaking, 


www.adventureexpress.com 


rainforests. Panama travel specialists. Experienced, personalized 


service. www.outpostravel.com 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving w/ 
pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from $1185/pp 


p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5, 7 or || night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ per 
day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited diving 


wiluxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US for 
information packages video 


(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 


BOMATU DIVING COMPANY 
Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 


including free 
www.aquaticencounters.com 


www.bomatu.com 


small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & 
SERICA.PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 

PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to Milne 
Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or the Malagan 


Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 
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RED SEA 


AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; FAX: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5H diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, live- 
aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great locations: 
Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. 
GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 FAX: (206) 441-5431 

Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 


info@aqua-sport.com 


Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs. exp. 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, Daedalus 


dive@divetropical.com | www.divetropical.com 


and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and Nitrox avail- 
able. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


SABA 


SABA'S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER + 599 41 62740 
Professional dive shop - two dive boats - pool - 
comfortable quaint Saban style hotel - fine dining 
www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 


SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, El Momo. Each unique w/pool and view. 


Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise www.seasaba.com 


SEYCHELLES 


INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C—max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
(800) 443-0799 


www.adventu reexpress.com 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


ADVENTURE DIVING/UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 


Galapagos air/land packages available. 


divd@adventureexpress.com 


$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 


divd@adventureexpress.com 


ST. MAARTEN 


DIVE SAFARIS (599) 5429-001; FAX: (599) 5428-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. PADI 
Scuba. 


www.thescubashop.net 
OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 


PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small Groups. 
Daily boat dives & Lessons. 


www.adventureexpress.com 


courses, referrals, specialties, Discover 


www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris 


Simpson Bay Beach 
divesm@megatropic.com 


THAILAND 


ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER” LIVEABOARD 

From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. (800) 443-0799 
info@fantasea.net 


M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road Phiket 83130 
M/Y AQUA ONE: LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD: (888) 996-2782 
Cruise in Thailand, Mergui Archipelago, Andaman Islands. 16 paxs 
in 8 ensuite-cabins. E-6, NITROX, friendly crews. 
E-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 


DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 


www.stmaartendiving.com 


www.ocean-rover.com 


www. pidcdivers.com 


Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 
Fax: (667) 628-4033 info@diveasia.com www.diveasia.com 


DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea Il): 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 
diveasia@diveres.com 


8 passengers for personal service 


www.dive-asia pacific.com 


SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298 skin@phuketdive.net www.phuketdive.net 


TURKS & CAICOS 


S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun-Scuba- 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 


Www.sailtao.com 


Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
info@sailtao.com 


U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive pkgs 
fax: (340)693-8720 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net www.cbw-stjohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 H IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net 


with Westin Resort and private homes. 


www.st-croix.com/diveexperience 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 


Dive pkgs available. www.divelowkey.com 
WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 
REEF & RAINFOREST (800) 794-9767 


Reef & Rainforest is a full service dive and adventure travel company. 
Customized trips for individuals and groups. Let our experience be 
www.reefrainforest.com 


your guide. info@reefrainforest.com 
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WANT TO START AN ARGU- 
MENT? ASK TWO TEK DIVERS 
whether to wear deco cylinders 
on one side or both sides. Or, 
ask what gas to use at 145 feet 
in open water. Often, it’s like 
wearing two watches. With 
one, you know the time. With 
two, you’re never sure. 
Beginning tek divers often 
don’t know who gives credible 
advice. In tek diving, there’s consensus about broad is- 


Leader or Loser? 


BY KARL SHREEVES 





sues, but disagreement on many particulars. So who do 
you listen to? How do you know whose advice to scruti- 
nize and whose to trust? 


Scrutinize 

I consider these as red flags to take what I’m hearing or 
reading with a grain of salt: 

Anything goes. Tek divers have learned a lot 
about what to do and what not to do through acci- 
dents and close calls. A lot of things that appeared to 
make sense didn’t work. Other things may work more 
than one way, but the community uses a standard ap- 
proach to benefit from that standard. A good 
example is breathing the long hose second 
stage. So, when someone says “it’s personal 
preference” about things that are community 
standards, I’m cautious about what that person 
suggests. 

My way or the highway. The opposite is also a 
red flag. A narrow-minded approach makes it dif- 
ficult to adapt to differing needs, technologies and 
environments. Drawing a line without a legitimate 
justification or stating a personal preference as the 
only way to do something is a tip-off to close- 
mindedness. 

It works here, so it works everywhere. 
There are some divers who have made lots of tek 
dives, but all in the same environment. Such 
divers are usually good information sources for 
that environment, but if they insist that their 
practices apply everywhere, watch out. There is 
no single diving methodology that applies to all 
environments. 

Attacks the person, not the position. Tek 
divers will never agree on everything, but that’s 
probably good. As General George Patton said, “If ev- 
eryone thinks the same thing, no one’s thinking.” How 
someone disagrees can tell you a lot. An informed tekker 
disputes based on knowledge, citing flaws with the pro- 
posed method or benefits of an alternate method. An 
uninformed person responds with the strategy of the 





weak position and attacks the person. 

Cultism. A huge red flag is a cult-type following that 
justifies a recommendation based on it being “right” be- 
cause it’s the way “we” do it. You won’t confuse this with 
team diving, which benefits from standardizing practices 
based on logic and objective considerations. 


Trust 

On the other side, I take these as signs of credibility: 

Balanced. Truly knowledgeable tek divers seldom take 
an extreme position. They tend to be middle of the road 
because the truth 1s: reality is gray, not black or white. 

Disciplined, yet flexible and open. Tekkers worth 
listening to follow established procedures based on rea- 
son, experience and real-world data. They can tell you 
why they do what they do, but they’re not threatened by 
something just because it’s new or different. 

Debate positions, rather than people. Tek 
divers you can learn from aren’t threatened by people 
who disagree. They know their stuff and can discuss is- 
sues without attacking people proposing a differing view. 
They usually see both sides of an issue and choose based 
on specific facts and benefits. When they learn something 
new and better, they’re not afraid to change their points of 
view or admit when they’re wrong or don’t know. 

Humble. In all walks, the people who know the most 
seem to be those who know how much they don’t know. 
They’re happy to share what they know, but they’re also hap- 
py to listen because they realize they can learn from anyone. 


When seeking advice, new tel 
should always consider the sa 
gives it, and why. | 


Are these characteristics absolutes? Of course not. Ex- 
tremist jerks can be right and reasonable, humble tekkers 
can be wrong. But if you’re a beginner, at least you know 
the trends. 

Karl Shreeves is VP Technical Development for DSAT 
and PADI. 
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Martin Sutton: His Eye on the Sea 


MARTIN SUTTON HAS HAD A 30-YEAR-LONG LOVE National Geographic, 
affair with diving that has taken him from Australia to The Cousteau Society 
the Red Sea and finally to Grand Cayman, where he and numerous television 
founded Fisheye, the popular photo and video operation. networks. In the mid- 
Sutton caught the diving “bug” back in the 1970s, 1990s, Sutton was 
while traveling to Australia. After becoming a certified awarded the prestigious 
instructor, he began to learn about underwater pho- TELLY Award for video 
tography. In 1980, he moved to Grand Cayman and, _ excellence. 
after a few years of working for well-known operators While he’s not on dive 
on the island, opened Fisheye. boats as much these 
With an emphasis on underwater days, Sutton stays in- 
photography and quality diving _ volved in the business of 
experiences, Sutton helped make promoting underwater 
Fisheye a key resource for under- imagery. Like others in 
water film projects that came to the business, he’s seen 
the island. He played a role in — the growth of digital imagery and looks forward to new 
video and film products for PADI, — technological advances in coming years. ** 
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$s tephen Frink: B Expos ng I 


o For MORE THAN 20 YEARS, STEPHEN 
_ Frink has been doing his part to bring 
images: of ‘the incredible underwater 








ry Ww 4 in ieee shéogaph rink is 
that one don’t ane * . every i “heavily involved in the teaching and 
so I was thankful to ave been selected promotion of digital i imaging, which he 

; ct,” Frink recalled with a _ predicts will become the industry stan- 
duty, for s sure. - dard for underwater. phe 
owl of technology | 7 near future. - : 
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Marty anne Always Stiakching fe Mr. r. Big 
IF THERE’S A PHOTO OR VIDEO PROJECT THAT INVOLVES SHARKS, THERE’S A BETTER 
than average chance that Marty Snyderman was involved in some capacity. This 
dive industry veteran, who has been shooting award-winning underwater imagery 
for more than two decades, is a highly sought-after source for issues and images 
involving marine wildlife, the marine environment and related issues. 

Currently the Field Editor for Skin Diver magazine and author of the Ask the Pro 
column, Snyderman took his love for diving and underwater images and turned it 
into a profession that has landed his photos on the cover of National Geographic 
magazine, Audubon and all the major dive publications. 

Not satisfied with still images, Snyderman also built his skills as a cinematog- 
rapher, working on numerous shark-related programs including “The Secret 

World of Sharks and Rays,” which aired on PBS; 
“To Be With Sharks (View from the Cage),” 
which was the highest rated program to premiere 
on the Discovery Channel’s annual “Shark Week” 
promotion; and the National Geographic Society 
special, “Sharks,” another highly-rated broadcasting 
success. 
For his efforts, Snyderman received an Emmy 
Award and continues to teach and educate people 
about sharks, marine life and underwater photog- 
raphy. He recently started an online photography 
school and has successfully turned students on to 
the art and mastery of underwater imagery, 
whether it’s still images, video or film. = 


* 








world to divers and -nondivers alike 
significant contributor to Skin Diver — 
| - magazine for many years, Frink helped to 
set new standards of excellence i in under- a 
ee water photography. — | — a 
|  Wotng through” his. Key. ae 
a et company, Waterhouse, Frink’s — 
- _ work has been SS in such diverse _ 
a publications a ‘Time, _ Newsweek, . 
Eseuire, Nocona Geographic and 
Money magazines, and in numerous 
: promotions, articles and catalogs. Non 
were more visible (and more popular) 
than his work with last year’s Victoria’s | 
Secret catalog, which made him. the 
2 wow.skin -diver. com | 
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Warm water, great visibility, 
tropical marine life! Fewer than 

120 passengers. Call for your 
free Dive Brochure. 6 & 13 day 
Grlelolievclsmealitccmivei me WANE 


———_SIGN ME UP 
~-—_ }-800-327-2601 








Windjammer’ 
Barefoot Cruises 


P.O. Box 190120, Dept.# 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119 
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We work hard at delivering the information you need to 


make your diving easier and more fun. Our Reader 
Service cards take it one step farther. We put the dive 
world at your fingertips. Get the information you want, send 
| in a Reader Service card today! 
OR 
log on to www.skin-diver.com and go to 
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LINK 


HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK 


At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news and infor- 
mation from our advertisers instantly—and it’s FREE. 
Skin Diver Link allows you to contact advertisers 
directly, then it sends back their information via e-mail. 
It’s that easy! 


To access the Skin Diver Link system, simply go to: 


www.skin-diver.com 


and click the Skin Diver Link button on the top right corner of 
the screen. 


To receive instant info: 

]) Enter your contact information. 

2) Select an advertiser. 

3) Click the SUBMIT INFO REQUEST button. 
If you don't have web access, just call foll free (888) 353-3483, 
ask for Skin Diver Link and a friendly operator will assist you. 
Thanks! 
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DIRECTORY 


TERNET 


DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 
SCUBA DO RAG 
htp://www.scubadorag.com 
e-mail: cococheznaynay@vnet.net 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www.leisure-pro.com 

e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 

APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 


DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 
e-mail: experts@diversdirect 
DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@leading.net 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 
RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 
e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 
http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


EMPLOYMENT 


CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


GUIDES/ 
PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 
HOMO DELPHINUS 


The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 


http://www. idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 
http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 
UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 
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e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 





INTERNET DIRECTORY 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 

http://www. keywestcargo.net 

e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 

RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS & SALES 
http://www.gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http://www.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 

http://www. berger-bros.com 

e-mail: webmaster@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 
e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 
CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR 

& GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 

e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 
e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 

http://www. pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http://www.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


TECHNICAL 
DIVE INC 
http://www.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


TRADE SHOWS 


OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


TRAINING, 
CERTIFICATION 
DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www.hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www.pdic-intl.com 

e-mail: info@pdic.com 


TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver’s Internet Directory and see 
your listing on the web: www.skin-diver.com (see 
Travel, Directories, Internet). For more info call Heidi 
at (858) 488-8677 ¢ 12 issues: $505 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 

e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 
AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 
AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT - CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www.beaconharbor.com 
e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 

http://www. biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE - 

BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www. bonbinidivers.com 

e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www.brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE - EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS - BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 

e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 








DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 

DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 

e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 

EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 

e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 

FIJl ESCAPES TRAVEL 

http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 

HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 

e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 

e-mail: info@islandream.com 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND RESORT 


http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www.lajollacove.com 
e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www.lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://www.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 
e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 

RUM POINT INN - BELIZE 
e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 
SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 
e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 


SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 
SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE - BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB - BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 

TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 

WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 

DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
DIVE TOURS 
http://www.divetours.org 

e-mail: info@divetours.org 
LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www.landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADV. TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 





ULTIMATE 
GETAWAYS 
FOR THE 
DISCERNING 
DIVER— 


Maldives, BVI 


Cvanaya, 


Hawaii, Tahiti 


and More 


coming next month 
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Become a PADI Instructor 
Palm Bch. ,FL Atlanta, GA 
877-348-3972 770-939-348 

Free Job Placement! 


| a _ 
World’s L setae Diving L Deuter 
Divers Supply has been in business for over 23 years, has 8 
full service dive centers and a world wide mail order center. 


We Carry Over 100 Different Vendors 


Exclusivley from Divers Supply 


TIE TIT AVA CT=F- Ta 


gy Diving Beale 


i gt TTT eT t 


PX) Gi celm celts 
Free Color Catalog 
1-800-999-3483 


10% Off 


Coupon Code:SD0601 
Available: 
Online, In Store or by Phone 


FREE 
OFFER 


Po 


. 
™ SEALSER 


CirizkN 


Receive an additional 10% Off the 
Nations lowes prices by using the 
fore) tl ele}pmerele(-melgeyale l=. -leley i: 


MARKETPLACE 


Retail Locations: 


Macon, GA.................. 800-999-3483 
Marietta, GA....000000000... 770-419-1976 
Doraville, GA............... 770-939-3483 
Charlotte, N.C............. 704-525-0045 
Jacksonville, FL.......... 904-646-3828 
Gainesville, FL............ 352-332-4141 
Tampa, FL... cence! 813-885-1717 
Palm Bch, FL.............. 561-848-1883 
Florida City, FL........... 305-247-3483 
Visit our Web Site: 


www.divers-supply.com 


orld’s Largest Diving Dealer 


Divers Supply 
Call 800-999-DIVE(3483} 
To place your order today. 


Call for our FREE COLOR CATALOG 
TOLL FREE 1-800-999-DIVE(3483) 















8 VE (3483) or www. shies aie com 
ave 10% using our Coupon below 
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Aquacolor® Bimonocular® dive masks are the first and 
only dive masks in the world to reveal the scientifically 
true colors of the magnificent underwater world that are 
otherwise lost. See what you've been missing. . .brilliant 
reds, oranges, purples and subtle pastel colors. 








Beautifully designed with a fabulous fit, the Aquacolor® Bimonocular® masks give 
100% UV protection and are fogless forever! 





sg a 


“I recently had the 

/ opportunity to dive with 
an Aquacolor® mask in 

Bonaire and found the results to 


be astounding.” - Jenn Miller 






SKIN DIVER 
AUG 2001 





uacolor® Bimonocular® Fogless Dive Mask 
Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 


FA, 


001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filter over right 
eye for SLR photography. 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame 
PV Purge Valve for all models 








Order online today 
www.aquacolor.com 
Entire Aquacolor® story; Model of the Month; How to Order 
or call 1-800-298-0160 
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Second Annual 
ro) (=) a) ale) me OXe) a1 K-59 


I Holiday y Gear Guide-WHAT TO WISH FOR! ] 


Katherine Smith dreamed 
of seeing her image on 
the cover of Skin Diver... 
Her dream came true...are 
you next? 
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PUYol Units 
featured in the December 2002 | 


- 


Skin Diver's. eed 
First Annual <. 
Cover eT 
Winner— *,, 


Katherine Smith » 7 # 


Caribbean | 
Encounters 


From Small Critters to” 
Super-predators 


Strobe Arn ; 
Kama Sutra 


Positioning your strobes for 
photographic enlightenment 
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‘inalist images. 


winner. Runner- 


NO, 


iD | yhotos 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first-time use payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine 
(photos will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 











ARMATO’S 


-800-520-5012 









Allows the LCD 
screen to be 
opened 

, Underwater 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. 









For the Sony DCR PC 110 
Low Package Price with Camera 


‘Aaa * ue , For Sony PC-110 
a ith flipout screen 
et ©] of © 1 @ialcydzaloialeh zs works with flip 
~ ©2000 Susan Martin, Inc. 









Now available in 12 bold fabrics in limited supply. 
To order: 704-372-5175 or www.scubadorag.com 





eRe 
: 


. . 


5 DI 


# 


Low Package Price For 
Housing and Camera 










‘ae Low Pack Special Package 
= Price For i ; Price With 

cn fl Housing and 

“+3 Camera. 

' re Call Today! 

—_ 

‘Gea 

io 2) 

— 

— 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. 


Glendale, NY 11385 
Ph; (718) 628-6800 ¥! 


closed Sat & Sun aC 


http://www.armatos.com 
E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
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treasure in 
my attic 


More than 40 years ago, 
Grandma gave you some 
Series E Savings Bonds. Now 
they could be worth more 
than 5 times their face 
value. Now thats a treasure 
worth digging for. 


: s Canee a SAVIN GS 
ew Cen aay ; BOND § 


of Savings VA 
Do you have old Savings Bonds? 
Check out the Savings Bond Calculator at 
www.savingsbonds.gov to discover 
their value. 1-800-4US BOND ~ 





A public service of this publication 











WWw.skin-diver.com 


JIVIidliwnuauvw 


www.divegoddess.com 


How to look even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 
High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: e Fax: 
Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com @ E-mail: sje@uweneddecs com 











+ Get the Urge, 4 simi 
* ,o ‘eo to Submerge with’ diving news and 


\ % information. 
Call in to participate in 
a2 on discussions about dive sites, 
over 50 

radio 

stations 
throughout 

US and ka 
worldwide 

over the aie 

@ © It's brought to 

Internet! @ pee a 


new gear, liveaboards, 
shark diving, and more. 
ot og Worlds First Radio Show 
Devoted to Diving 


Plus you'll hear interviews 
with diving legends and have 
the opportunity to win lots of 

cool dive related prizes! 





Listen live every Saturday 
from 3-5pm EST or to 
archives of past shows 

worldwide over the Internet. 
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November 2001 - Cool Pools of the Sunshine State * Yee 

Haw! Aruba’s Wreck Rodeo « Royal Reefs — Diving Jordan 

Dive and Don’t Get Wet — Drysuit Techniques * Gear Bag 

Roundup! *« BONUS Pacific Diver Inside » Curacao in The 

Ayes ¢ Birds, Bats, Turtles and Rays of Cayman ¢ Snorkeling 
ense. 


_ e October 2001- Dive Atlas of the WORLD * BONUS Southern 
| Diver Inside « 6 Little Dive Lights with a Big Punch * The 
Ty ee _ Glamorous Life...Become an Instructor - Dive and Get Paid 
amphibico ' Western Shores of the Americas - Cocos, Socorros and 


_ Galapagos « Bathed In Civilization - diving 

“ the BVI’s * Hawaii 7-0 * Far & Away In Fiji. 

{ / 

joe. ~ a ft September 2001 - New Shark Dive - Cayman Gets Teeth! 8 


A Must-Have Dive Computers; The Future of Video-See Inside...: 
700 Islands of Adventure - Our Guide to THE BAHAMAS: 
AROUND THE WORLD WITH STEVE, PART 2 - Visiting the 
Gray Gods of TIKI; THE BERMUDA FILES - Diving Wrecks for 
Clues; WHEN 1,000 WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH - How to 
Create Stories with Your Photos. 


August 2001 - Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic 
islands of the Pacific - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more; 
Discover LITTLE CAYMAN’s Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All 
Night In Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A Pro - Advanced Photo 
Gear: Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver, WYLAND’S NEW 
COLUMN! Blue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001 - PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 


June 2001 - The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W 

CAMERA; CAST AWAY - in the Untamed Paradise of Western 

Micronesia; TALES FROM THE WALL SIDE - Turks and Caicos: 

CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit; THE OLD NAVY 

SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a Sweet Spot in the Florida 

a 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND Pacific Dive 
uide!. 


May 2001 - BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, Orcas, 

Great Whites, Manatees, Dolphins, Manta Rays; TAMING the 

Bouyancy BEAST; SEDUCED BY THE VIRGINS - The Ultimate 

USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat Photo, Sleep Photo, 

ae Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, Compact 
egs. 


April 2001 - Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!; Temples 
Above and Below - The Treasures of Belize and the Red Sea; 
Underwater Dreamscape - The Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks 
of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; BONUS: SPECIAL 16-Page 
Equipment Guide INSIDE}. 


March 2001 - THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO 
EXPLORE - Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & 
Mysterious - Diving Cuba!; EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo 
Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling Techniques. 


February 2001 - Romantic Getaways Tahiti, St, Lucia, Hawaii, 
Belize FREE Southern Diver Edition Inside!; start shooting! 
video gear primer; discovering the glory of galapagos; inside 
the art and mind of wyland: a pictorial dive guide of the 
cayman islands. 


January 2001 - 50 - fiftieth anniversary issue collector's 
edition 2001; PLUS: Complete Reproduction of Skin Diver’s 
First Issue Inside; Eric Hanauer - On The Pulse Of Diving For 
50 Years; Jim Church - From Flashbulbs To Digital; Nick Icorn 
on the history of Dive Gear: Famous Alumni; Bonnie J. 
Cardone on the evolution of Dive Travel; The “Last Pinup” - 
Meeting Bettie Page. 
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Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM (EST) 
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There's more than one way to catch a fish 


SEA & SEA LIGHT & MOTION GATES BAJA SEA &SEA 
TETRA HOUSING MX-10 





Skin Diver 


READER SERVICES 


tel 


MOVING? 


Please give us 6-8 weeks notice. 
Fill in the form below or attach the 


















Designed for the Nikon F100 Accommodates the Especially designed for | Great starter underwater 
SLR camera. Operational up to Olympus C-2020, C-2040, Sony PC110 or PC 100 camera. 









250 feet. Housings also C-3000, C-3030, C4040 ~~ Camcorders. Available with Motor Marine II-EX ‘i 
available for Nikon F5, Nikon and C-3040 Zoom LCD screen open or closed. also available. mailing label trom a current issue: 
N-80 & Canon Rebel 2000. digital cameras. [Please change my address from: 
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LIGHT & MOTION AMPHIBICO AMPHIBICO OLD ADDRESS 
MAKO PC-11 VH2000 NAVIGATOR 900 
c% Name 
Street Address Apt. No. 
1) City 
Especially designed forSony Designed for Sony3 Chip —_ Point & Shoot simplicity. Especially designed for State Zip 








PC100 or PC110 Camcorders. VX2000 Camera. Electronic Operational up to 160 feet. Sony TRV900. Available for 
Operational to 330 feet. controls. Lighting & monitor Strobe & accessory lenses most Sony Hi-8, Digital 8 
Infrared controls. available. available. & Mini DV Camcorders. 

Electronic controls. 





FILL IN NEW ADDRESS BELOW: 


















N 
We have the largest selection of ge 
underwater cameras, housings and Street Address Apt. No. 
accessories on the East Coast! 
www.Berger-Bros.com AUTHORIZED CANON & SONY DEALER City 
209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, New York 11701 State Zip 
800-262-4160 (NY) 631-264-4160 Fax: 631-264-1007 
TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES , LEAVE NOTHING BUT BUBBLES 
NEW SUBSCRIPTION 
, OR RENEWAL? 
CJ New Subscription 
° ° | _] Renewal Subscription 
Quality Dive | Please send me 1 year of 


Skin Diver for just $11.97. 
Sportswear 6 more LC Please bill me later. 


with d touch of Class! [1] Check enclosed. 


Name 


Shop online at Sethe 
no-splash.com City 


State Zip  5FA19 


UNLISTING SERVICE? 


Skin Diver sometimes makes available 


eo e : pon a : & to other publications and carefully 
| ver os . oe screened companies the names of its 
subscribers. If you do not wish to receive 
: L ess Sd com these selected mailings, please check the 


: : : ; : : box below and fill out your name and 
dive right in ica] (el fala @r- kyo BD] Kyag|eleine) g address in the form above. 


(_] Please do not make my name available 
to others. (Either attach your mailing label 
or write in your name and address above.) 


Mail entire form to: 
Skin Diver 


P.O. Box 51473 
Boulder, CO 80322-1473 





WWWw.skin-diver.com 
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DIGITAL 


HOT Macro 







20mm f2.8 dome — 


Nexus 


OLYMPUS * Digital 


2020 * 2030 * 3030 ° 3040 © 4040 

Accessories: Strobes, Lenses, 
Batteries, 10 & 20 Gig HD Portable 
Digital Album for all media. 


www.UsaNexus.com _ For your Dealers 







USA Nexus the Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 





Inon 100 wide lens 






| CVAVAWD: 4) 


MAKERS OF THE MOST 
VERSATILE, LIGHTEST WEIGHT, & 
MOST FLEXIBLE ALUMINUM ARMS 

ON THE MARKET 


NEW PIVOT FOR THE 
TETRA DIGITAL HOUSING 


Horizontal to vertical & back 
with the push of a lever 


INTERNATIONA 
Meeting the Challenges of Today’s Dive World 


e Instruction for Over 30 Years 
e Facilities Located Worldwide 
¢ Instructor Trainer/instructor 
Asst. Inst./Dive Supervisor 
© Nitrox/Technical — All Levels of Instruction 


Adapters for video & camera 
housings, Nikonos, RS, 
and all strobes & video lights 


Sales 
Phote Trips 
Repairs 
Housing Packages 
Accessories 


ARS) 3 


fY The Only Arms 


4/ With An O-ring 
In The Ball 


For Ease of Use 


WE'VE GONE CARIBBEAN! 


Underwater Photo-Tech Caribbean 
§99-9-562-9774 e Fax 599-9.747-26614 
€-mait: uwphotecarib@attgiobaLnet 


For product information: 
Ph: (805)984-9104, Fax: (805)984-3008 


Underwater shot Tech USA 


www.UWD hoto.com 
603-432-1997 » Fax 603-432-4762 
E-matl sales@uwphoete.com 





S22 Wort 
Dive Center, Lne. 


DIVE KEY LARGO 
” B»DIVES FOR 


Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Quiet» Uncrowded ‘Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


t-800-966-DIVE 


P.0.B. 2363 * Key Largo ¢ Florida * 33037 
305-451-3252 
Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com 
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Phyllognathia cerathophthalma 


“Horned Shrimp” 


NATURE CONTINUES TO DELIGHT ME WITH ITS VARIETY 
and complexity of design. I always find a new little 
something to make me smile, like this little shrimp with 
the big name that refers to its leaf-like jaws and small eye 
horn. There is very little information available about 
this shrimp and there’s no common name, so I’!I call it a 
“Horned Shrimp.” 

The Horned Shrimp is tiny, at less than half an inch 
long. I spotted this one by chance when I was scanning 
the reef for symbionts. I saw something deep within the 


folds of a nondescript sponge and photographed it, even 


though I couldn’t find the eyes to focus on. It wasn’t 
until the photos came back that I located them—up on 
stalks like little periscopes, each one topped with a spine. 

Intrigued by this odd little shrimp, I set out to find it 
again for a better look. This time I was armed with 


equipment to photograph it at twice life-size (2X) so I 


BY DENISE NEILSEN 


TACKETT AND LARRY TACKETT 


could get a better look at it. I found the sponge right 
away, and after 10 minutes or so, the shrimp put in an 
appearance. The photo you see here is 2X. 

This shrimp 1s closely related to the Bumblebee and 
Harlequin Shrimp species known for their characteris- 
tically patterned carapaces. Like its relatives, the 
Horned Shrimp generally occurs in pairs and preys on 
sea stars, probably via the sea stars’ tube feet. I found a 
reference to its “stinging eyeballs,” but was unable to 
determine whether or not venom glands are associated 
with the spines. Perhaps it 
uses the spined eyestalks for 


Ithough I fac j 
defense, although I suppose it This species is 


rarely seen, but 
sightings have been 
reported from 
Okinawa, Japan, 
Moreton Bay and 
Lizard Island, 
Australia, and now 
from Lembeh Strait, 
Indonesia. 


could also use them to snag 
the soft tube feet of its prey, 
before the sea star is able to 
withdraw them. 


WHERE TO 
FIND THEM | 
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SOME COMMONLY USED MEDICATIONS THAT 
might be in your dive bag may include medica- 
tions for motion sickness, upset stomach, pain, 
along with decongestants and antibiotics. Except 
for the antibiotics, all of these medications can be 
purchased without a prescription, but you 
should discuss their use with your physician. 


Motion Sickness 

Motion sickness medications include the an- 
tihistamines and the scopolamine patch. Anti- 
histamines also work well as decongestants, so 
they appear often in divers’ travel bags. The 
older antihistamines that work well for motion 
sickness (Benadryl, Dramamine, Antivert) can 
cause drowsiness, and may aggravate the effects 
of nitrogen narcosis. Newer antihistamines (Al- 
legra, Claritin) cause less drowsiness but may 
not be as effective in preventing seasickness. In 
men with mild prostate enlargement, the anti- 
histamines can cause blockage of the urinary 
tract. This is not a pleasant experience, particu- 
larly if you are in a remote location. 


BY FreD Bove, M.D., PH.D 


Are Over-the-Counter 
Medications Safe for Diving? 


The scopolamine patch is usually worn behind the ear and lasts 
several days, even when diving. Scopolamine can cause disorien- 
tation when the patch is used on children or small adults who 
don’t tolerate the dose designed for average-sized adults. Scopo- 
lamine will cause dry mouth, and if the medication gets into the 
eye, the pupil dilates and vision is blurred for several hours. Visual 


Be aware of the possible side effects of 
using over-the-counter medications while 
diving. Misuse may cause problems. 
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changes can be avoided by taking care not 
to touch the patch, then rub your eyes. 
Unequal pupil size is an important find- 
ing with brain injury, so the Scopolamine 
effect on the eye can sometimes be mis- 
taken for a more serious condition. 





Decongestants 

Antihistamine decongestants have 
the same precautions as those used for motion sickness. Other 
decongestants are usually adrenaline-based and constrict 
blood vessels in membranes of the nose and throat to reduce 
swelling. They have no problems related to diving. Their use 
should be approved by your physician because of concerns for 
people with high blood pressure and heart disease. Nasal 
sprays may aggravate congestion if used in excess, due to a re- 
turn of congestion when the spray is not used (rebound phe- 
nomenon). 


Antibiotics 

These medications can be used for traveler’s diarrhea, ear or 
respiratory infections. Cautions with antibiotics 
include severe sunburn with doxycycline, ciprofloxacin and its 
relatives. A sunscreen is essential if you are taking 
one of these antibiotics. Antibiotics in the penicillin 
or cephalosporin family have no specific problems 
with diving or with tropical en- 
vironments. Flagyl is used to 
prevent certain water-borne 
stomach infections. It will not 
interfere with diving, but will 
cause a severe reaction to alcohol. Drinking alcoholic bever- 
ages when you are taking Flagyl should be avoided. 


Upset Stomach 

These medications usually block the production of stomach 
acid to relieve heartburn. Upset stomach and heartburn are 
common when traveling, so bringing Pepcid, Tagamet or a 
similar medication is reasonable. These medications cause no 
significant problems with diving or other exposures. 


Pain Medications 
The over-the-counter medications used for headaches, 
muscle or joint pain contain ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin), 
aspirin or acetaminophen (Tylenol). In moderate 
doses, or with intermittent use, these pose no 
problems with diving or travel. Aspirin or ibupro- 
fen can cause stomach irritation. More potent an- 
ti-inflammatory medications obtained by pre- 
scription also cause stomach irritation, but do not 
interact with diving. I do not recommend narcotic 
pain medications when diving. ** 


To find more about diving medicine go to 
www.scubamed.com. 
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BY TIFFANY H. CAREY ao, 


Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 
roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving of today. 





° BAN YH 
Unfortunate Time Capsule Ota 
It was 1983 when Captain Spencer Slate’s uncanny ability to befriend and feed jeanne 
wild moray eels and barracuda from his mouth made “Ripley’s Believe It or Not.” 
In September of that same year, Ron Nagowski caught up with Captain Slate and 
went on the now famous feeding adventure: “Time after time, Slate removed his 
regulator, placed a Ballyhoo in his mouth, and wait- 
ed motionless while Oscar [a 5-foot barracuda] 
zoomed by, taking the fish in his gaping jaws.” 
Although the process of “training” a wild ani- 
mal is a historical moment itself, the recent talk 
of banning fish feeding in Florida may result in a saddening 
“Remember when...” syndrome. And a few relatives of Oscar and Melba 
(Captain Slate’s 6-foot Green Moray friend) are sure to go hungry. ** 
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“Dogs and Divers Unwelcome” 


Skin Diver writer Bill Montford encountered the sign while vacationing in 
the Midwest: “Dogs and Divers Unwelcome.” After researching the prompt for 
such disparaging words, Montford wrote a plea to the scuba 
diver of 1970: “Our image has [been] tarnished.... We are 

spoilers.” He concludes, “|The solution] calls for aware- 
ness...and for a study in public relations.” At the time, many 
sites, including the beloved Blue Springs, FL, prohibited divers. 
In response to the Blue Springs prohibition, divers had snubbed 
their noses by placing empty beer cans, labeled with their name 
and date of their dive, in the Springs cavernous walls. A true exam- 
ple of the “spoiling” Montford spoke of. 

Fortunately, the call for “awareness and action” was readily met. And for the most part, scuba 
divers are presently considered an environmentally responsible and mindful group. 





Be A Diving Wife—Make Him Like It! SKINDiver 


In February 1958, Peggy Marie Walker reported on an overwhelming need 
to learn more about the sport that seemed to obsess her hubby: scuba diving. 
So, “While doing my daily chores, [Peggy] looked over the [dive] mags...tried 
on his rubber suit....[and even] practiced walking around 
the house in the big awkward flippers.” And behold, 
Peggy unexpectedly developed an interest in diving. 
Her husband was so pleased, he took her out on his next 

trip. “Dad [aka: hubby] was so proud,” Peggy report- 
ed. “I was atmosphere in circulation.” 
One of the photos accompanying the article shows 

Peggy studying Skin Diver. The caption reads: “A few well-defined tales 

give a gal conversational knowledge.” Just two words: Oh, dear. ** 





DIVING EQUIPMENT FOR 1958 
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WHEN KATHY AND I BEGAN OUR DIVE AT WOLF ISLAND 600 MILES 
off the coast of Ecuador in the far remote northern area of the 
Galapagos Islands, the conditions were perfect. The sun was out; 
the water was calm; and visibility was 60-plus feet. We were diving 


along the face of a vertical cliff that stuck straight up out of the 





Letting Go 
in Galapagos 


water a good 100 feet and continued down at least 100 feet below the surface. As this was our third dive of the day, 


all of which were over 100 feet in depth, we were careful to watch our computers. 


Kathy was enjoying some White- 
tip Reef Sharks that exploded out of | 
a cave at about 90 feet as we snuck 
in to take a look around. I was try- 
ing to photograph several big 
Green Moray Eels sliding in and 
out of the rocks. As we continued 
along the wall, the current picked 
up and it quickly became a drift 
dive, moving us right along at a 
pretty good clip. Our divemas- 
ter, Fabian, had warned us that 
at the end of the wall, the cur- 
rent could whip around the 
point and pull us out into open 
deep water. We were instruct- 
ed to stay close to the wall 
and not get carried out to sea 
with the current. 

The current eventually reached a 
point that it was ripping. We had to hang onto the 
rocks to keep from getting sucked away. I was trying to 
get the lens cover on my camera housing before it got 

all scratched up on the rocks. I 
See was also trying to hold on to the 
Me rocks at the same_ time. 
Consequently, I had no free 
| hand to grab my computer to 
sae §=6check depth and remaining air. 
= = As_I rounded the point, I 
Meee looked up to see Kathy hanging 
Sees on with both hands while her 
3 See = body was flapping in the current 
like a sheet on a clothesline. Her 
bubbles were blowing away at a 
right angle, and her eyes were 
wide. | managed to crawl up to 
her and motioned with my eyes 
to let go of the rocks and hold on 
to me. Then we both released our 
grip on the rocks and blew off 
into the blue water. 

Now I could finally look at 

my gauges, and I was shocked to 
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see I only had about 75 pounds of air remaining. 
Suddenly, the air became very difficult to suck out of 
my regulator. I had used it all up. I checked our depth 
and saw we were at 55 feet. I switched to Kathy’s octo- 
pus regulator and signaled to ascend. We breathed a 
few breaths off her tank, while kicking toward the sur- 
face. Suddenly, her air became hard to breathe. I looked 
at her air gauge, and it said she had 250 pounds left. 
(Afterward, we discovered her gauge incorrectly read 
200 psi more than she actually had.) We were now at 75 
feet, and our bubbles were going down! We were 
caught in a downcurrent and getting deeper. 

I looked into Kathy’s eyes, said goodbye, and left her 
with the little air she had remaining. I kicked hard 
toward the surface with the regulator trailing behind 
me, exhaling as I went. Aside from briefly buddy 
breathing with a fellow diver at 50 feet, I continued 
exhaling and kicking hard for the surface. 

I broke the surface, looking for Kathy. I didn’t see her 
at first. But the crew was dragging her into the inflatable. 
Kathy lay there, eyes closed. As we arrived to our live- 
aboard, we got oxygen. Kathy and I went on pure oxygen 
for about a half-hour. I expected to get bent, but neither 
of us had any symptoms. ™* —sy RoGeR DUNTON 
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a THE PRODUCERS GF “SURVIVOR” . 
FOUND A REMOTE, UNCIVILIZED ISLAND. ~~ > 


They also discovered a highly-civilized airline 


to baie them there. Py 


~ 





8 4 } 
The cast of “Survivor” in the sky serve more than II0 cities 
may have had their struggles across six continents. Fly with us and 
with one another on the beautifully experience the genuine warmth and 
exotic Malaysian island of Pulau Tiga. But hospitality that helped us win “The Best 
thanks to Malaysia Airlines, their trips to Business Class Cabin Service’™ category 
and from were much more harmonious. in Condé Nast Traveler’s 2000 Business 
Malaysia Airlines is Southeast Asia’s largest | Traveler’s Survey. You’ll quickly understand 


airline and one of the world’s premier why everyone on “Survivor” came home we maleYysla 


international carriers. Our vast global very, very happy. For more information, 
network and fleet of the most _© call your travel agent or Malaysia www.malaysiaairlines.com 
technologically advanced jetliners R © Airlines at (800) 552-9264. 


AIRLINES 


*Cabin service was one of six criteria measured in this survey. v, ©2001 Malaysia Airlines. Partners in Northwest Airlines’ WorldPerks® and Delta SkyMiles? frequent flyer programs. 
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Maximum bottom time. It’s the goal of every dive fl SZ 
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can be just as enjoyable as your dives. Aggressor has if all. 
Every Week, Turks & Caicos Aggressor guests are treated to a 
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offer guests the rare opportunity to snorkel face-to-face with humpback whales on | 
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Let our travel department 
book your air and tours: y 
| FLEET 


the Ultimate in Live Aboards® 
A Full Service Travel Aqoncy 


800-348-2628 
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CALAPAGOS KONA, HAWAII PALAU RED SEA SOLOMON ISLANDS PpuK LAGOON lurks & CAICOS 


. RPA: 985-385-2628 + Fax: 985-384-0817. P.O. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA /0381 + E-mail diver@aggressor.com 
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